
 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church accepts  
all people and  
we commit to: 

 
Celebrate the Eucharist 

regularly 
 

Keep a personal and 
community discipline of 

prayer and study 
 

Proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ by 

promoting justice, peace, 
and love 

 
Nurture God’s people as 

we grow in Christ 
 

Live with thanksgiving, 
wonder, and openness to 

God’s love 
 

Restore all people to 
unity with God and each 

other 

All are Welcome!  

No Exceptions! 

 

What is happening during Holy Week at St. Thomas?   
And why should you be here? 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
We are about to embark on a sacred journey. It is a journey that can be  
life-changing if you truly immerse yourself in it, body, mind, and soul.  
 
Holy Week is the greatest moment of the church year, our chance to walk with 
Jesus through his greatest tribulations through to his triumph over death and 
the grave. We are moving through time and space with Jesus, echoing his 
movements and experiences throughout the last week of his life, being his 
companion and standing in solidarity with him as he prepares to offer himself 
for us all. 
 
We begin at 11 a.m. on Sunday, March 29, Palm Sunday or the Sunday of the 
Passion. We process into the church waving palms and 
singing “All Glory, Laud and Honor,” lifting our voices with 
joy to greet Christ as did the people of Jerusalem when he 
arrived the week before he died. We hail him as our  
matchless king but find ourselves quickly following the  
fickle crowd to demand his crucifixion as we enact the  
Passion Play. It is a time to ask ourselves, how steady is our 
faith? And how ready are we to accept the forgiveness so 
freely given to us when we fail?   
 
We close our worship with “Ride on, ride on in majesty,” a hymn which once 
again reveals our conflicted desires for Jesus when we sing the last verse, “Ride 
on to die.” Today we have been with him in his moment of triumph, and today 
the question is asked: will we journey on with him away from the trumpets and 
the glory? Will we follow him into the valley of the shadow of death? 
 
Our journey continues on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week, 
March 30-April 1 with Holy Eucharist at 7 p.m. (Monday and Wednesday at  
St. Thomas, Tuesday at St. Luke’s). These are quiet, intimate services. The time 
we have left with Jesus is so short, and very soon events will begin to  
accelerate out of control. Once Jesus’ enemies set their plan in motion, Jesus’ 
fate is sealed. These moments of peace and fellowship with him are to be  
treasured, one last opportunity to sit at his feet and learn, to share table  
fellowship with him together. Come and step away from the busy rush of the 
world and simply be with Jesus for a time.   
 

“the story” 
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Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 7 p.m. we gather to experience our last night with  
Jesus before he is taken away in chains. This night is one beautiful act of love and  
servanthood from Jesus to us that we try to then give to one another. First, the Agape 
Feast. We’ll gather at St. Luke’s for food and fellowship, experiencing what the disciples 
did at their Last Supper with Jesus. Then, we move to the Footwashing. You will have 
the opportunity to wash another’s feet if you wish and have your own washed,  
opening questions within ourselves about how it feels to serve and how it feels to be 
the one who is served.   
 
Finally we strip the altar to the sounds of Psalm 22 being chanted. “They cast lots for my garments…My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  The Stripping of the Altar is a moment of such profound 
meaning. Taking away the cloth and metal that adorn the church symbolizes the Roman soldiers  
stripping Jesus of his garments. Just as every material thing is stripped from the church, so too is every 
pretense and mask with which we hide ourselves from God and one another stripped away from us. 
When we wash the altar, we are like the woman who washes his feet with her tears and dries them with 
her hair. We are like the women who stripped and cleansed his body before they laid it in the tomb. We 
cannot save him from his fate, we can only try to be with him as he embarks upon it. 
 
Good Friday, April 3 at St. Thomas. I always used to wonder why it was called “Good” Friday when such 
terrible things happened on that day. It is Good because this is the moment when all the suffering and 
pain and sin that we experience throughout our lives is redeemed by Jesus’ saving work on the Cross.  
Join us for Stations of the Cross at 6 p.m. guided by our own Paul Jump and Sherrie Eoff. The main Good 
Friday Service begins at 7 p.m. At that service you will have the opportunity to interact with the Cross 
when it is brought forward at the end of the service. This ancient tradition, called Veneration of the 
Cross, allows us to express with our bodies the feelings that are piercing our hearts. You may kneel, 
touch, kiss the Cross or make any other sign of your love for Jesus. We stand witness as he cries out to 
God and gives himself up for us. 
 
After the 7 p.m. service the Sacrament of Confession, or Reconciliation of a Penitent, will be available.  
The priest will be available to hear private confession and speak God’s absolution and forgiveness of sins.  
You can confess specific sins, or, if you’ve never done this before and feel a little nervous, simply say that 
there are things you have done in life that you regret and want to turn over to God. It’s all set within the 
beautiful words of the prayer book (pg. 447) and the sacred confidentiality of the priest-parishioner  
relationship. This sacrament is a cleansing and healing experience and you are invited to explore it and 
encounter Christ through it. 
 

Holy Saturday, April 4 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Luke’s there is a brief 20  
minute service that is often the most overlooked service of Holy 
Week but is truly powerful. Why? Because of the deep, echoing, 
deadly silence that fills the heavens and the earth. Jesus Christ is 
dead. God’s Son is dead, and God is hidden away. Jesus Christ is God 
and so in a sense God is dead. The world is profoundly unsafe at this 
moment.  Nothing is right. Everything is wrong. Jesus has gone 
where we cannot follow. He is dead and there is nothing for us  
without Jesus. What are we going to do without him? How will we 
survive?  Holy Saturday morning is a chance to think about these 
questions and listen to the uneasy silence. 
 



The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, April 4 at 8:30 p.m. at St. Thomas. This is the night and the service  
that is the truest and fullest experience of the transformation of death into resurrection because we  
experience both within one service. At the beginning of this service, we are the Disciples hidden in the 
Upper Room. We are hiding out from the Romans, terrified that we may be the next ones to be strung up 
on a cross. At this moment in time, we have no idea that Jesus is coming back. We have no guarantee 
that we will ever be safe or happy again.  

 
But unlike Holy Saturday morning, when our hope was at its lowest ebb, we start to feel something  
coming back at the Vigil. We gather around our small, fragile fire and tell stories, not just any stories, but 
the stories that have given us and our ancestors strength for generations. The Creation, the Flood,  
Abraham and Isaac, the Valley of the Dry Bones—we remember with our voices the times that God has 
loved and cared for and rescued us over and over again. Dare we hope that God can come through one 
more time? Dare we hope that the story of Jesus is not over yet? 

 
And our hope is borne out. The lights come on, the music rings out, and once again our 
voices burst forth with the Word that we buried along with our hope so long ago:  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   The rest of the night is one big party, welcoming Jesus back 
into our midst with tears of joy. 

 
 

Easter Sunday, April 5, 11 a.m. We’ve been through so much this week. It’s been a truly epic journey 
through death and finally to resurrection. This is our opportunity to soak it all in. Equally important, this is 
our opportunity to offer the Good News to others. Many people only come to church on Christmas and 
Easter, and we will find ourselves welcoming back old friends and meeting new faces as well. If last night 
was our private family surprise party with Jesus arriving as the unexpected guest, Easter morning we fling 
wide the doors and welcome in everyone we can reach. Unable to hoard this joy to ourselves, we find it 
only multiplied by tenfold and a hundredfold as we give it away to everyone we find. Praise God! 
 
This journey that happens between Palm  
Sunday and Easter Day changes lives, and  
every single year I am deeply touched in some 
new and unexpected way. I am so blessed and 
grateful to travel this path with St. Thomas this 
year, and I look forward to sharing it with you. 
 
Pax, 
Whitney 

The Clergy, Staff and Officers of St. Thomas 
 

Bishop .............................. The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick  
Priest-in-Charge ................................... The Rev. Whitney Rice 
Deacon ............................................... The. Ven. Ron Goldfarb 
Organist/Choir Director ....................................... Mary Barrett 
Parish Administrator ....................................... Carol Macmillan 
Senior Warden......................................................... Robin Kares 
Junior Warden ........................................................Mike Ramsey 

Clerk ................................................................................ Jen Tullis 
Treasurer ................................................................ Marti Ramsey 
Assistant Treasurers ......................... Robin Kares, Eric Smith 

 

The 19th Vestry of St. Thomas (2015-2016) 
 

2016 ............. David Buchholz, Marikay Kapke, Mike Ramsey 
2017 .......................... Elyssa Everling, Robin Kares, Jen Tullis 
2018 ......................................... Steve Faust, Wilma McDermott 
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EASTER EGG HUNT  
 

The Sunday Easter Worship service is April 5 
at 11 a.m. Afterward we will have fellowship,  
refreshments and an Easter Egg Hunt! All  
children are welcome to participate.  
Come join the fun! 
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ROUND ROBIN 

MINIATURE GOLF OUTING 
ORCHARD GOLF CENTER 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 
3 P.M. 

 
Come join the fun at the Orchard Golf 
Center located at 251 St. Rd. 135 in 
Greenwood. Cost is $4/person. Please 
sign up at church and note how many 
will be golfing. The group will decide 
where to go to eat following the golf 
outing. Questions? Call Fran Thompson 
at 535– 4897. 
 

 

ST. THOMAS CLINIC 
FUNDRAISERS 

 
You eat! The Clinic benefits! 

What could be better? 
 

DAIRY QUEEN  

The local Dairy Queens will donate 
10% of all sales 6-9 p.m. to the  
St. Thomas Clinic on these dates:  
Whiteland DQ—April 16 
Franklin DQ—April 30 
Trafalgar DQ—May 14.  
Mark your calendars!  
 

JONATHAN BYRD  
& BYRD RACING 
The St. Thomas Clinic  
will receive 10% of all sales  
between 4-8p.m. on Wednesday, May 6. 
No coupons are needed. And if sales top 
$1500 in those four hours the St. Thomas 
Clinic name will be on the Byrd Race Car as 
a sponsor! How cool is that!? Tell everyone 
you know to eat at Byrds on May 6,  
4-8 p.m. Dine in, drive thru or carry out! 

They’re baaaaaaaack! 
 

The mowers will be back in action this month to 
keep the church grounds looking sharp.  
Many thanks to  
 

Danny Bachman 
Steve Faust 
Phil McIver 

Mike Ramsey 
Justin Ring 

Don Thompson 
Phil Warrenburg 

 
Gentlemen, start your engines! 

 
ERIC SMITH OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 11 
 

You are invited to an Open House 
for Eric Smith on Saturday, April 11, 
2-5pm to celebrate Eric finishing his 
Masters Degree in Information  
System Management.  
 
Our address is 4530 Hickory Ridge 
Blvd, Greenwood 46143. Call if you 
need directions: 201-8128.   
 

~ Karen Smith 
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Thank you all for the lovely flowers after my 
surgery last month. Your prayers, cards, 
emails and calls touched my heart and made 
my recovery much more bearable and even 
enjoyable. I also want to thank Marti Ramsey 
and Judith Mullinix for being my “runners” 
and shuttling mail, checks, and paperwork 
back and forth to church for me. Special 
thanks goes to my friend and former  
co-worker, Sue Krebs, who became my 
hands and feet inside the office checking 
voicemail,  maintaining equipment, and 
printing the bulletins and newsletters 
throughout the month—never a small feat 
during Holy Week! Bless you all! I will be 
back in the office Monday, April 6. 
 Blessings & thanks, 
 Carol Macmillan 
 
 
Many thanks to everyone who attended our 
work day last month to clean up the church 
inside and out. It was a cold and windy day 
which made these attendees even MORE 
appreciated: Steve Faust, Phil McIver, Mike 
Ramsey, Don Thompson, Phil Warrenburg 
and two Boy Scouts, Chandler & Nick. 
 Danny Bachman 

 
 

Thank you all! Fundraising Results 
 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper $  69.16 
benefitting the Sudan Project 
 
Chili Cook-Off 
benefitting KIC-IT Teen Center $273.40 
 
St. Andrews Apts. Talent Show $208.65 
benefitting St. Thomas Clinic 

Easter Message 2015 
It’s still dark when Mary ventures out to find the tomb.  
The graveyards around Jerusalem don’t have much 
greenery today.  The earth is mostly rock and stone, and 
it is far from easy to make a place to secure a body. Jesus’ 
body was put in a cave-like space, with a stone rolled 
across the opening to close it up.  Mary has made the 
journey from wherever she’s sheltered over the last day, 
through darkened streets, perhaps hearing cocks begin 
to crow and townspeople start to stir.  
 

She nears the place, but somehow it seems different than 
they left it – this can’t be it, can it?  Who moved the 
stone?  A trip begun in tears and grief now has added 
burden– confusion, anger, shock, chaos, abandonment.  
His very body has been stolen.  
 

She runs to tell the others.  The three tear back to the 
tomb – no, the body is not there, though some of the 
burial cloths remain.  Who has torn away the shroud and 
stolen him away?  Why must the cruel torture continue, 
sacrilege and insult even after death?  Who has done this 
awful thing?  The men run away again, leaving her to 
weep at even greater loss.  
 

She peers in once more – who are these, so bold  
appearing?  “Fear not, woman... why do you weep?”  
She turns away and meets another, who says the same – 
why do you weep, who are you looking for?  This  
gardener has himself been planted and now springs up 
green and vibrant, still rising into greater life.  He  
challenges her to go and share that rising, great news of 
green and life, with those who have fled.  
 

Still rising, still seeking union with Creator, making tender 
offering to beloved friends – briefly I am with you, I am 
on my way.  Go and you will find me if you look. 
 

The risen one still offers life to those who will look for  
evidence of his gardening – hope, friendship, healing, 
reunion, restoration – to all who have been uprooted, 
cut off, to those who are parched and withered, to those 
who lie wasting in the desert.  Why do we weep or run 
away when that promise abides?  
 

We can find that green one, still rising, if we will go stand 
with the grieving Marys of this world, if we will draw out 
the terrified who have retreated to their holes, if we will 
walk the Emmaus road with the lost and confused, if we 
will search out the hungry in the neighborhood called 
Galilee.   
 

We will find him already there before us, bringing new 
and verdant life.  The only place we will not find him is in 
the tomb. 
 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 



 

  Sun   Mon     Tue     Wed     Thu     Fri     Sat 

   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
Clinic Open 
 

Holy  
Wednesday 
7pm 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 

2 
 
 
Maundy 
Thursday 
St. Luke’s 
7pm 

3 
 
 
 

Good Friday 
Stations 6pm 
Service 7pm 
Confessions 

4 
Clinic Open 
 

Holy Saturday 
St. Luke’s 
11am 
Easter Vigil 
8:30pm 

5 
EASTER 
SUNDAY 
11am   
Egg Hunt & 
Fellowship 
afterward 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
Clinic Open 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 
 

9 

 
 
 
 

Girl Scouts 6:30 

Bible Study 
7pm 
 

10 

 

11 

Open House 
for Eric Smith 
2-5 pm 
 
 

12 
Fellowship  
10am   

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

 
 
 

 

15 
Clinic Open 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
Vestry 7pm 

17 
 

 

18 
Miniature 
Golf Outing 
3 pm 

 
 

19 
 

Forum 10am   

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 

 

20 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
 

 
 

21 
 

 
 
 
 

 

22 
Clinic Open 
 
 

Mutual Ministry 
Review—7 pm 
 
 

Boy Scouts  
7pm 

23 
 

 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6:30 

Bible Study 
7pm 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

 

26 
Forum 10am  
The Theology 
of Shame & 
How to Fight It 

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
Indian Lunch 

27 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
Clinic Open 
 

Discipleship 
Class resumes 
7pm 
 

Boy Scouts  
7pm 

30 
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Whitney+ will be in the office 

on Weds. & Fridays this month; 
out of town April 6-10; 

and at the Spring Clergy 
Conference April 13-15. 



 

 APRIL 5 APRIL 12 APRIL 19 APRIL 26 MAY 3 

PROPER Year B, 
Easter Day 

Year B, 
Second Sunday 
of Easter 

Year B, 
Third Sunday 
of Easter 

Year B, 
Fourth Sunday  
of Easter 

Year B, 
Fifth Sunday 
of Easter 

LESSON Acts 10:34-43 Acts 4:32-35 Acts 3:12-19 Acts 4:5-12 Acts 8:26-40 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 133 4 23 22:24-30 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 1 John 1:1-2:2 1 John 3:1-7 1 John 3:16-24 1 John 4:7-21 

GOSPEL John 20:1-18 John 20:19-31 
 

Luke 24:36b-48 John 10:11-18 John 15:1-8 

WORSHIP 
LEADERS 

     

CLERGY The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron 
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron 
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron 
Goldfarb 

MUSIC MINISTRY Mary Barrett Mary Barrett Mary Barrett Mary Barrett Mary Barrett 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

No Youth Worship Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Jen Tullis No Youth Worship 

ALTAR GUILD All Guild Members Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Marna Poindexter Judith Mullinix 

ALTAR FLOWERS Easter Dedications Easter Dedications Don & Fran 
Thompson 

Ishu & Elspeth 
Mirchandani 

 

BREAD MINISTRY Marti Ramsey Elyssa Everling Elyssa Everling Wilma McDermott Wilma McDermott 

HOSPITALITY 
TEAM  

Judith Mullinix 
Dave Buchholz 

Jacob & Candace 
Phillips 

Marikay Kapke 
Wilma McDermott 

Steve & Cheryl 
Faust 

Ann Kieffer 
Judith Mullinix 

SERVERS 
 

Gavin A. 
Reid S. 

Dave Buchholz 
Isaac B. 

Ann Kieffer 
Tel’Lee Clark 

Danny Bachman 
Sammy A. 

Gavin A. 
Reid S. 

READERS Mike Ramsey 
Karen Smith 

Dave Buchholz 
Jim Phillips 

Ann Kieffer 
Paul Jump 

Don Thompson 
Cheryl Faust 

Susie Hooten 
Karen Smith 

EUCHARISTIC  
MINISTERS  

Mike Ramsey Judith Mullinix Marta Pincheira Cheryl Faust Deirdré Warrenburg 

COUNTERS Elyssa Everling 
Marikay Kapke 

Steve Faust 
Mike Ramsey 

Dave Buchholz 
Wilma McDermott 

Jen Tullis 
Robin Kares 

Marikay Kapke 
Mike Ramsey 

COFFEE HOSTS Mike & Marti 
Ramsey 

Steve & Cheryl 
Faust 

 Ishu & Elspeth 
Mirchandani 

Elyssa Everling 

MOWERS Danny Bachman Steve Faust Phil McIver Mike Ramsey Justin Ring 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

600 Paul Hand Boulevard 

Franklin, IN 46131-6922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Is your name missing from Celebrations? 
If so, that’s because we don’t have your 
information in the database. Send updates 
to stthomasepis@aol.com; 317-535-8985. 

Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9am to 1 pm 
Phone:  317-535-8985 
Fax:  317-535-0261 
Email:  stthomasepis@aol.com 
Website:  stthomasfranklin.org 
Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN 
Worship: Sundays  11 a.m. 
 

All are Welcome! No Exceptions! 

 

APRIL CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays 

 
10 Sydney Anderson 
27 Gavin Merriman 
29  Helen Perry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

   1 Bonnie Johnson 
 Jim Phillips 
   4 Elspeth Mirchandani 
   7 Wyatt McFarland 
 Elaine Richards  
  10 Jen Tullis 
 Joshua Tullis 
 Olivia Tullis 
  12 Elyssa Everling 
  14 Bill Richards 
  29 John Wood  
 
 
 
 

  15 Sandy Moffet 
  17 Carolyn Ohlsen 
  19 Henry Cushing 
  20 Rita Lang 

 
 

Anniversaries 

 2 David & Tanya Miller 
17  Ishu & Elspeth Mirchandani 
19  Terry & Mary Sanders 
24 Dennis & Judy Thompson 

 

 


