
 

St. Thomas Episcopal 

Church accepts all 

people &  we commit to: 
 

Celebrate the Eucharist 

regularly 
 

Keep a personal and 

community discipline of 

prayer and study 
 

Proclaim the Good News 

of Jesus Christ by 

promoting justice, peace, 

and love 
 

Nurture God’s people as 

we grow in Christ 
 

Live with thanksgiving, 

wonder, and openness to 

God’s love 
 

Restore all people to 

unity with God and each 

other 

All are Welcome  

No Exceptions! 

“the story” 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
April 2016  Volume 39, Issue 4 

 

A Message from Archdeacon Ron 
 
Hi, all! 
 

Good news and not-so-good news. 
 

I have accepted a new exciting position with my  
employer, FedEx Express, as a Manager in Aviation  
International Security. However, this new position will 
take me to Memphis, Tennessee, away from the  
Diocese of Indianapolis and away from you all at  
St. Thomas Church. 

 
I will be relocating to the Memphis area on April 14th and Teri 
will join me in June. I have enjoyed being in your midst as your 
deacon and as your friend. I have especially enjoyed serving 
with Whitney+   who is a great person and a blessing to you 
and to those at St. Luke’s.    
   

I have discovered that you all have great gifts of ministry, but most of all 
you truly care for and love each other. This is, without a doubt, a Church 
home where all are welcomed and accepted! I would only suggest that  
you all strive to reach out more to those in the community at large who 
also need your love and concern. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Ron+   
   
   

 
RECEPTION FOR DEACON RON 

 
Deacon Ron’s last day with us will be Sunday, 
April 10. Please join us at 10 am in Halladay Hall 
for a reception honoring him and Teri, and to 
thank him for his service to St. Thomas. 
 
 We will take up a collection as a parting gift for 
him. If you would like to help with the reception, 
please contact  Whitney+ directly. 
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Parish Life 

Broadening Leadership at St. Thomas  
By the Rev. Whitney Rice, Priest-in-Charge 

 

At many if not most Episcopal churches, you’ll hear the following quote, especially around Annual Meeting 
time: “Being on Vestry is a tough job!” 
 

I think most current and former Vestry members will agree with that statement! But why is that true? Why is 
being a part of the formal leadership of the church so difficult? 
 

Well, church development experts are finding more and more that most Episcopal churches have vastly  
overburdened Vestries. They are asking them to do far more planning, project management and work than 
any board of a small non-profit organization, which is essentially what we are. And when the Vestry gets 
overburdened, they run out of energy. When they run out of energy, they have low-energy meetings and 
start to feel overwhelmed by the amount of work they’re trying to do. They even start to feel like they’re the 
only ones in the church doing any work! 
 

That’s what happens to the stressed Vestry, and of course it deeply compromises not only their leadership 
ability, but their joy in being disciples of Jesus Christ! That’s terrible! And there are unintended consequences 
for the rest of the church as well. When all responsibility for planning and execution of church projects lies 
with the Vestry, other church members do not have the opportunity to exercise leadership. Unless they show 
up to a Vestry meeting or are recruited to help with an event by a Vestry member, they are deprived of their 
opportunity to share their gifts and creativity for the good of the church.  
  
So what do we do with this leadership bottleneck?  How can we share leadership in a way at St. Thomas that 
allows the Vestry to do their job effectively and involves the whole congregation in the work of the church? 
 

Well, the first thing we have to do is go back and figure out what the Vestry’s job is. Let’s read the Diocesan 
Canon on the role of the Vestry: 
 

“It shall be the duty of the Vestry to aid and support the Rector in all efforts for the spiritual welfare and 
growth of the Parish. The Vestry shall transact the temporal affairs of the Parish. It shall have charge of the 
maintenance of the Church and other buildings of the Parish, and see that the same are repaired and  
improved as need may require, and that they are kept insured against loss by fire. It shall make suitable  
provisions for the due rendering of divine service. It shall administer the finances of the Parish, provide for the 
Rector's salary and other necessary expenses, and secure the prompt payment of all obligations to the Diocese 
and the Church.” 
 

That’s it. That’s the whole job. The Vestry should be doing the following things: support the priest, care for the 
building and grounds, make sure worship is happening on Sunday morning, and manage the church  
finances.   
 

Wow. It doesn’t say anything in there about chili suppers or rummage sales or Pentecost picnics. It’s very, very 
important work, but it’s only one type of work, one section of the functioning of the Body of Christ. And I 
think we’ve discovered that when we force 7 or 8 people to create parish life for an entire, vibrant  
congregation like St. Thomas, those 7 or 8 people get worn out. 
 

So we are going to empower the Vestry to do what the Vestry is designed to do. They are going to meet 
monthly to pray, to discuss finances and building and grounds at every meeting, and supporting the priest 
and providing for worship as needed (those two mostly happen without needing much additional  
discussion). That’s it. We’re going to pray at those meetings and do that good work. 
  

I can hear it already: panic! Panic! Panic! How is anything going to get done if the Vestry isn’t doing it? No 
project will ever happen again at St. Thomas if we don’t run it through our old structure! We’re depriving the 
Vestry of their ministry! 



Let’s start with that last concern first: no, we’re not depriving the Vestry of their ministry, we’re actually  
empowering them to do it! Our canon clearly outlines the Vestry’s ministry, and we’re giving them the space 
to take care of it without that very important work getting overwhelmed by every other function of the 
church.  
 

And when it comes to the ministries of those individuals, I very much hope they will continue to work in them 
if they enjoy them and feel called to do them. For example, Jen Tullis works on the website and Steve Faust 
organizes meals for folks needing pastoral care. I very much hope they continue that work, and now they 
won’t be burdened with a thousand other Vestry projects also. They and all of the Vestry members can work 
where they want to work, instead of where they are forced to work. They can and should recruit others to 
help them. 
 

So what happens to the chili supper? What happens to the rummage sale and the spaghetti dinner and the 
hayride and the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper? Two things happen. 
 

First of all, I very much want this church to consciously let go of the feeling: “We have to do this project  
because we’ve always done this project.” That is ministry out of obligation and inertia, not out of love.   
 

The question we should be asking is this: “What projects do we want to do because we love them and they 
will help us share the Good News of Jesus Christ in our community?” 
 

I want you to pray about that question. What are you excited about? What do you want to see at St. Thomas? 
What do you feel is important to continue that we’ve done in the past, and what new and creative projects 
would you like to do going forward? It’s not the Vestry’s job to answer those questions. It’s the job of the  
entire gathered Body of Christ.  Our Senior Warden, Robin Kares, reached out to you to involve you in a  
long-term planning process. Now is the time for you to act on the feedback you provided. 
 

When you decide what project you want to see happen, you come to me and tell me what it is (or email or 
call me). Then I will confer with you and say the following in our Mailbag and during Sunday morning  
announcements: “Anyone who wants to work on X project, please gather in the Parish Hall after church.” It 
will be that informal. Then that group talks after worship and starts making a plan for that project. They can 
hash it all out that day, or simply gather for five minutes to agree to meet at another time or do a conference 
call or whatever. 
 

This model is actually already working at St. Thomas! Look at our Christian formation program. I organized my 
Discipleship Classes, Phil Warrenburg and Cheryl Faust organized the Journey of a Lifetime Sunday morning 
Bible study, and Deirdre Warrenburg organized the children’s Sunday school in cooperation with the other 
teachers. Not a single bit of this ministry went through the Vestry, and it is among the best-attended and most 
successful work happening at St. Thomas. Same story with Ann Kieffer and the Angel Tree Project. People  
putting together teams to do projects they are passionate about—it works! And we’re already doing it! 
 

Many Episcopal churches are going to this model and are finding it incredibly freeing, truly utilizing the talent 
and gifts of all members, with no one small group trying to do it all and getting overwhelmed. So we’re going 
to give it a shot at St. Thomas, experiment with it and see how it works for us. We can tweak it as we go along, 
and if we don’t like it, we can change it or go back to another model.   
 

But we as a church have a responsibility to make sure our ministry is sustainable as  
individuals and as a community, and rather than an exhausting round of habits and  
obligations, make it a true response to the calling of the Holy Spirit.  
 

While I very much hope this new structure awakens new gifts and ministries at St. Thomas, 
remember that no structure rearrangement in the world will help us serve Jesus Christ 
without one key ingredient: your faithful prayers. So let us pray and see what God has in 
store for us next! 
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Parish Life 

 

 

APRIL FORUMS 
Sundays @ 10 am 

 

APRIL 3 Sermon Forum 
 Whitney Rice+ 
 
APRIL 10 Farewell Reception for  
 Deacon Ron+ 
 
APRIL 17 Journey of a Lifetime  
 Bible Study 

 Phil Warrenburg 
 
APRIL 24 Journey of a Lifetime  
 Bible Study 
 Phil Warrenburg 

 
 

 
ROUND ROBIN 

TUESDAY, APRIL 19 
 

5 PM DINNER AT  
 VITO PROVOLONE’S 
 8031 S Meridian St., Indianapolis 
 
7 PM GARFIELD PARK ART CENTER 
 “PICTURE INDIANA” EXHIBIT 
 2432 Conservatory Dr., Indianapolis 

 

The “Picture Indiana” Exhibit is free and features works by 

members of the Indiana Photography Society including our 

very own Marikay Kapke & Donna Adams. You may attend 

either the dinner or the art show, or both. However, please 

sign up on the bulletin board for dinner and indicate the 

number in your party so we know how many are coming to 

Vito’s. Questions? See Fran Thompson. 

 

Boy Scout Troop 229 

Leader Larry Lynch and the Boy Scouts of Troop 

229 will host their Court of Honor at St. Thomas 
on Monday, April 25 at 1 p.m. 
 

The three youngest scouts have succeeded in 
achieving the Tenderfoot rank. Chandler, he  
oldest scout has recently earned the Star and Life 
ranks. He is working towards his Eagle Award—a 
project that will benefit the church. All family, 
friends, and members of the church are cordially 
invited to attend. Refreshments will be served.  

 

ST. THOMAS CLINIC 
APRIL CALENDAR 

 

  2   Saturday Clinic Day 
  6 Clinic Day 
13 Clinic Day 
14  Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, 7pm 
20  Clinic Day & Natl. Healthcare Decision 
 Day, Reps on hand 10am-2pm 
27  Clinic Day 

 

The IU School of Medicine is having a Dinner, 
Silent Auction & Variety Show fundraiser at 
Crispus Attucks Magnet H.S. on Saturday, 
April 9—Dinner & Auction 5pm, Variety Show, 
6 pm  Tickets are $12 ($15 at the door);  
students $10 ($12 at the door.) Proceeds will 
benefit local free clinics—including St. Thomas 
Clinic.  For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.iusmeota.com. 
 

Terresa Branham,  
Interim Clinic Administrator 
317-535-6057 

   stthomasclinic@aol.com 
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The 20th Vestry of St. Thomas (2016-2019) 
 

2017 ....................................................... Robin Kares, Jen Tullis 
2018 ............................................................................ Steve Faust 
2019 ............... Danny Bachman, Judith Mullinix, Jim Phillips 

 
 
 

   The Clergy, Staff and Officers of St. Thomas 

Bishop ............................. The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick  
Priest-in-Charge ................................... The Rev. Whitney Rice 
Archdeacon ........................................ The. Ven. Ron Goldfarb 
Interim Organist ................................. Brother Steven Jamison 
Parish Administrator ....................................... Carol Macmillan 
Senior Warden ......................................................... Robin Kares 
Junior Warden ................................................. Danny Bachman 
Clerk ............................................................................... Jen Tullis 
Treasurer ................................................................Marti Ramsey 
Assistant Treasurers ......................... Robin Kares, Eric Smith 

 

Vestry will meet 
Tuesday, April 5 

at 7 p.m. 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

April 3 Dine to Donate 
 Johnny Carino’s for the 
 Interchurch Food Pantry 

 920 US 31 in Greenwood 
 

April 9 Dinner, Auction, Variety Show 
 Crispus Attucks Magnet H.S. 
 Free Clinics Fundraiser 

 1140 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St.  

 www.iusmeota.com 
 

April 30 KIC-IT Walk a Mile in My Shoes 
 Franklin Community H.S.10am 

 Register & pay online by 4/18 

 WWW.KIC-IT.COM 

 

MINISTRIES FOR YOU & ME 
 

There are many ministries at St. Thomas—many 
are small time commitments. Look at page 7 to 
see the many ministry opportunities involved in 
worship, education and fellowship each week. 
Under each heading is the contact person’s 
name to find out more about that ministry.  
Perhaps you or your family would like to host a 
coffee hour once or twice a year? 
 

In addition to the regular ministries, there are 
also other seasonal opportunities such as  
weeding a flower bed or  
mowing the labyrinth once a 
month. Perhaps you’d like to 
volunteer with an outside  
Organization. The St. Thomas 
Clinic is looking for volunteers, 
or spend one day a month at 
the Interchurch Food Pantry 
with the St. Thomas group. 
They volunteer on the fourth 
Monday of each month. Ask Judith Mullinix 
about it—she’s a regular. 
 

We also have fundraising events throughout 
the year and they can’t happen without you—
the Chili Cook-Off, Rummage Sale, Shrove  
Tuesday Pancake Supper and more.  
 

If we all do a little for the Kingdom, it will grow 
into something beautiful and touch many lives. 
We all make a difference; together we can 
make a BIG difference! 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
 

The Altar Flower Calendar is 
posted on the bulletin board 
outside the Sacristy. Sign up to 
honor a person, special event 
in your life or in memory of a 
loved one. Vases are $18. You 
may choose 1 or 2 vases. 
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April 2016 Calendar 

  Sun   Mon     Tue     Wed     Thu     Fri     Sat 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
 

2 
Clinic Open 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
Sermon Forum 
10am   
Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 

 

 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  

6pm 

 

5 

 
 
 
 
Vestry 7pm 

6 
Clinic Open 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 

 
 

 
 
 
Girl Scouts  

6: 30pm 

8 

 

9 

Work Day & 
Pitch-in Lunch 
9am-3pm 
 
 

 

10 
Reception for 
Deacon Ron 
10am   

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 

11 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 

12 
 

 
 
 

 
 

13 
Clinic Open 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
Clinic  
Volunteer 
Dinner  7pm 

15   
 
 

16 
IAC 10am 
 

 
 

17 
 

Bible Study 
10am   

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 

 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boy Scouts  
7pm 

19 
 

Round Robin: 
Dinner @ Vito’s 
& Art Show 
 

 
 

 

20 
Clinic Open 
Natl. Decision 
Day 10am-2pm 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts  

6: 30pm 

22 
 

International 
Earth Day 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
Bible Study 
10am   

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 

25 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
Court of 
Honor 
7pm 

26 
 
 

 
 
 
 

27 
Clinic Open 

 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

 
 
 

30 
 

 

In honor of earth day, why not give some time to  the church grounds… 

 Mow the labyrinth  

 Weed a flower bed  

 Participate in Work Day April 9 

April showers bring  

 May flowers 



 

 APRIL 3 APRIL 10 APRIL 17 APRIL 24 MAY 1 

PROPER Year C, 
Second Sunday  
of Easter 

Year C, 
Third Sunday  
of Easter 

Year C, 
Fourth Sunday  
of Easter 

Year C, 
Fifth Sunday  
of Easter 

Year C, 
Sixth Sunday  
of Easter 

LESSON Acts 5:27-32 Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) Acts 9:36-43 Acts 11:1-18 Acts 16:9-15 

PSALM 118:14-29 30 23 148 67 

EPISTLE Revelation 1:4-8 Revelation 5:11-14 Revelation 7:9-17 Revelation 21:1-6 Revelation 21:10, 
22-22:5 

GOSPEL John 20:19-31 John 21:1-19 
 

John 10:22-30 
  

John 13:31-35 John 14:23-29 

CLERGY The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron 
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

MUSIC MINISTRY Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison 

GODLY PLAY 
Deirdré Warrenburg 

N/A Karen Cushing 
Jacob Phillips 

Suzanne Bachman 
Deirdré Warrenburg 

Susie Hooten 
Tel’lee Clark 

Kristen Ring 
Alan Faust 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Deirdré Warrenburg 

N/A Cheryl Faust Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Cheryl Faust 

ALTAR GUILD 
Marti Ramsey 

Marna Poindexter Karen Smith Marti Ramsey   

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Marti Ramsey 

Easter Flowers 
Glory of God! 

Easter Flowers 
Glory of God! 

Judith Mullinix   

BREAD MINISTRY 
Marti Ramsey 

Marti Ramsey Elyssa Everling Elyssa Everling   

HOSPITALITY   
Cheryl Faust 

Candy Phillips 
Jacob Phillips 

Dave Buchholz 
Wilma McDermott 

Steve & Cheryl Faust Marikay Kapke 
Judith Mullinix 

Candy Phillips 
Jacob Phillips 

SERVERS 
Danny Bachman  

Ann Kieffer Isaac B. Reid S. Danny Bachman 
Kristen Ring, Signe 

Ann Kieffer 

READERS 
Cheryl Faust 

Jim Phillips 
Paul Jump 

Isaac Buchholz 
Dave Buchholz 

Cheryl Faust 
Karen Smith 

Don Thompson 
Mike Ramsey 

Ann Kieffer 
E. Mirchandani 

EUCHARISTIC  
MINISTERS  
Carol Macmillan 

Judith Mullinix Deirdré Warrenburg Mike Ramsey Deirdré Warrenburg Cheryl Faust 

COUNTERS 
Jen Tullis 

Jen Tullis 
Jim Phillips 

Danny Bachman 
Judith Mullinix 

Jim Phillips 
Steve Faust 

Robin Kares 
Jen Tullis 

Danny Bachman 
Judith Mullinix 

COFFEE HOSTS 
Vestry 

Steve & Cheryl Faust     

PANERA PICK UP 
Deacon Ron 

Warrenburg Faust  Suzanne Bachman Dave Buchholz 

MOWERS 
Danny Bachman 

Danny Bachman Steve Faust Darrell Faust Phil McIver Mike Ramsey 
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April 2016 Worship Schedule 



St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

600 Paul Hand Boulevard 

Franklin, IN 46131-6922 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Is your name missing from the Celebrations section? If so, that’s because we don’t have 
all your information in the database. Please submit your birthday, anniversary, and baptism dates to stthomasepis@aol.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am to 1pm 
Phone:  317-535-8985 

Email:  stthomasepis@aol.com 

Website:  stthomasfranklin.org 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN 
Twitter: #StthomasfrankIN 

 

Forums & Fellowship: Sundays @ 10am 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays @ 11am 
Godly Play (3-6): Sundays during worship* 

Youth Class (7-18): Sundays during worship* 

*Children return to worship at The Peace 

 

 All are welcome here! 
 

APRIL CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays 

  8 Donna Adams 
10 Sydney Anderson 
27 Gavin Merriman 
 April Nemeth 

 

Baptisms 

   1 Bonnie Johnson 
 Jim Phillips 
   4 Helen Faulkner 
 Douglas Fraker 
 Elspeth Mirchandani 
   7 Wyatt McFarland 
 Elaine Richards  
  10 Jen Tullis 
 Joshua Tullis 
 Olivia Tullis 
  12 Elyssa Everling 
  14 Bill Richards 
  15 Sandy Moffet 
  17 Carolyn Ohlsen 
  19 Henry Cushing 
  20 Rita Lang 
  23 Austin Smith 
  29 John Wood  
 

Anniversaries 

 2 David & Tanya Miller 
17  Ishu & Elspeth Mirchandani 
19  Terry & Mary Sanders 
24 Dennis & Judy Thompson 

 

 


