
 
St. Thomas Episcopal 

Church accepts  
all people and  
we commit to: 

 
Celebrate the Eucharist 

regularly 
 

Keep a personal and 
community discipline of 

prayer and study 
 

Proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ by 
promoting justice,  

peace, and love 
 

Nurture God’s people  
as we grow in Christ 

 
Live with thanksgiving, 
wonder, and openness  

to God’s love 
 

Restore all people to 
unity with God  
and each other 

All are Welcome!  
No Exceptions! 

“the story” 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
December 2015  Volume 38, Issue 12 

 
 

ANGEL TREE PARTY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1:30 PM 

 

St. Thomas is participating in the Angel 
Tree Project to provide children of  
prisoners and CASA (Court Appointed  
Special Advocate) children with gifts again 
this Christmas.  

 

Please take a gift tag 
from the tree and  
return wrapped gifts 
with the tag securely 
fastened by Dec. 6.  

 
The Angel Tree Christmas Party is Sunday,  
December 13 at 1:30 p.m. The children  
will receive goodie bags, refreshments and 
take part in the Christmas Story. We are 
planning on 20 children to attend  
including our own St. Thomas children. 
 

Helpers are needed to bring cookies, 
goodie bag items, drinks and paper goods. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board. Bring 
goodie bag items to the work room on Sun-
day or during office hours. We also need a 
narrator of the Christmas story, costume 
helpers and a Saturday set-up crew to help 
with the Nativity, tables & chairs.  
 

Please see Ann Kieffer if you have any  
questions. Bless you all for blessing  
others! 

 
 
 
 

 

ADVENT-CHRISTMAS 
SCHEDULE 

 
6 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Return Angel Tree gifts 
 

13 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Angel Tree Party, 1:30pm 
 

20 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Fellowship & Crafts, 10am 
 Greening of the Church, 5pm 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
       Carols & Seating, 6:30pm 
       Candlelight Service, 7pm 
 

25 Merry Christmas! 
        Office closed 
 

SEEKING  
VESTRY  
FOR 2016-2019 
 
Interested in serving  
St. Thomas as a Vestry  
member or want to learn 
more about being a Vestry 
member? See Dave  
Buchholz, Marikay Kapke, 
Ann Kieffer or Mike Ramsey.  
 

These Vestry members  
make up the current  
nominating committee  
and are finishing their terms 
this year.  
 
Please thank them for their 
service to St. Thomas and 
please consider serving in 
this leadership position for 
the church. 
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It’s Advent: Branch Out! 
By the Rev. Whitney Rice, Priest-in-Charge 

  

Happy New Year!  Hooray! We begin our cycle of church dates and holidays not in January but on the 
first day of Advent. It is significant that in the church we count our time in a way different from the rest 
of the world. We count our time based on the story of the life of Jesus. But interestingly, we don’t begin 
with the day of his birth. We begin four weeks ahead of time. Why is that? 
 

Because we need time to prepare and reflect. Mary invites us along on the last 
weeks of her journey, inviting us to take time and turn inward, to reflect on the 
changes and newness within ourselves over the past year, and look to how they 
will be born into the world. How will God’s work within us over the past nine 
months or a year or five years be made manifest and bear fruit? We can’t just  
arrive on Christmas Day with no preparation. We need time to pause and look 
inward and prepare for the arrival of all things new. 
 

Because Advent is above all a time of reflecting on birth and new beginnings. Advent is about  
possibility. Wipe your slate clean and start afresh. Even make some resolutions if you want to. Rather 
than being bogged down in regrets and mistakes, start thinking about potential. 
 

In the book of Jeremiah Jesus is described as a righteous branch that springs up for  
David. We also hear this same concept in Isaiah 11: “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” Now picture what this looks like, I’m sure you’ve seen it before. 
A tree gets chopped down to a stump, and a little shoot starts growing out of it at some point.   
 

Most people view this as a hassle and unwanted. These little shoots that grow out of stumps are actually 
known by the unflattering name of suckers, and there are all kinds of remedies on the internet for how 
to seal off a stump and prevent it from giving out new shoots of life. Having these ragged little branches 
growing out of it makes a tree stump look unkempt and messy and homely. 
 

Israel’s enemies had tried every way they knew to seal off the stump of Jesse that was the root of the 
throne of David. War, slavery, imprisonment, starvation—Jesus’ ancestors suffered all this and more. 
There had not been a viable king on the throne of Israel for generations. And yet somehow, there is still 
life stirring in this burnt out old stump. 
   

Now, in the season of Advent, is when we see the little tiny shoot begin to sprout. It is so fragile! One 
wrong move and it could die. Too much water, too little water, the wrong amount of sunlight or wind, 
even a tiny bug could come along and destroy it and it is totally defenseless. 

 

When you think about it, it is an odd image to use to describe Jesus. He’s the new King 
of Israel, and he’s described as a fragile branch growing out of an unsightly old stump. 
Not a very triumphant or powerful image. But that’s what Advent is all about. It is 
about coming to terms with the profound knowledge that God chose to come to Earth 
in such a vulnerable state: a defenseless human baby.   
 

Peace and wholeness, the Kingdom of God, have arrived. We are in a safe place. It is safe to be  
vulnerable, to reach out, to stretch out and grow. The interesting thing about branches on trees is that 
they grow right on the edge. Very little of the growth of a tree happens internally, down in the trunk. 
New cells are produced right at the very edge and build outward, fragile but brave. 
 



What are the edges of your life that need your attention to really start growing? What are the parts of 
you that feel unfinished and vulnerable, that you are afraid to let out into the light? We must internalize 
the message of the angels of peace, we must hear and respond to the command, “Be not afraid,” in order 
to let that new growth within ourselves have half a fighting chance.   
 

It feels strange to be talking about the fragile budding growth of new tree branches when we’ve just 
now really settled down into winter. But that is an important symbol as well. The new life and new 
growth that Jesus brings does not always arrive in the obvious places. We need to look for birth and 
growth within ourselves and our neighbors in the cold, forgotten, frosty and inhospitable places as well.    
 

And these winter storms that we experience are important also to our new growth. Back in the nineties 
you may recall there was a project called Biodome, an effort to create a totally self-contained biological 
environment, a mini-Earth sealed away from the outside world. Some of it was successful, but one of the 
most baffling disappointments was the trees. They had the sunlight and water and nutrients they 
needed, but as they grew, they couldn’t stand up straight. They flopped over on the ground, weak and 
limp.   
 

The scientists finally realized one vital ingredient of the outside world 
they had forgotten: wind. In nature, the wind blows and causes tiny 
micro cracks in the trunk and branches of trees. Trees rely on this 
trauma to make them stronger. Standing straight to the wind,  
breaking a little but rebuilding at the same time, is what helps them 
grow stronger. Did you ever think that you might need the fierce 
storms of your life? That they might be as pivotal to your growth as 
the good days of sunshine? 
 

So it appears that winter might be the best time of all to send out 
new shoots and branches, even if they’re from a homely old stump. 
The storms make us stronger, and the peaceful blanket of snow  
under a quiet gray sky shelters us and helps us rest and reflect on this 
new growth within us. Happy New Year, my friends. Let’s be like  
Jesus, and branch out.  

The Clergy, Staff and Officers of St. Thomas 
 

Bishop .............................. The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick  
Priest-in-Charge ................................... The Rev. Whitney Rice 
Deacon ............................................... The. Ven. Ron Goldfarb 
Interim Organist ................................. Brother Steven Jamison 
Parish Administrator ....................................... Carol Macmillan 
Senior Warden......................................................... Robin Kares 
Junior Warden ........................................................Mike Ramsey 
Clerk ................................................................................ Jen Tullis 
Treasurer ................................................................ Marti Ramsey 
Assistant Treasurers ......................... Robin Kares, Eric Smith 

 

 

The 19th Vestry of St. Thomas (2015-2016) 
 

2016 ............. David Buchholz, Marikay Kapke, Mike Ramsey 
 ............................ Susie Hooten, Ann Kieffer, Judith Mullinix 
2017 ........................................................ Robin Kares, Jen Tullis 
2018 ............................................................................. Steve Faust 
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Next Vestry Meeting  

Tuesday, December 8,  
7 p.m. 

 

TREASURE TALK 
Thank you for your 2016 pledges to St. Thomas! If you still need to turn in your pledge card, 
please do so as soon as possible. Put it in the collection plate or mail it to the office. We will be 
creating the 2016 budget to present at the Annual Meeting set for January 17. 
 

2015 Pledge Status? If you want to check on your 2015 Pledge status, call Carol Macmillan at 
535-8985 or Marti Ramsey at 441-3819. 
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Merry Christmas from the  
St. Thomas Clinic Family of Volunteers! 

        December Calendar—Open All Weds. 
 

2 HVAF (Homeless Veterans and Families)  

 rep onsite to assist veterans with housing, 

utilities & resource information 

5 Saturday Clinic but light schedule 

10   Dining with Diabetes for diabetics and non-

diabetics. Learn about healthy eating. Free 

lunch included! RSVP to Terisa Messmer at 

765-341-8911. 

23  Clinic Open but light schedule;  

 no Diabetic Education this day 

30  Clinic Open regular hours 
 

We are collecting blankets for the homeless all 
month. Bring them to the office or the clinic. 
 

In this season of giving, please remember to 
pray for the Clinic and, if possible, support the 
Clinic financially. 
 

Terresa Branham, Interim Director 
St. Thomas Clinic 
317-535-6057 
www.stthomasclinic.org; also on Facebook 

 

NEXT LADIES’ LUNCHEON 
Saturday, December 5, 11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
 

ARNI’S 
St. Rd. 135& Curry Rd. in Greenwood 

Sign up on the bulletin board. 
Contact is Marna Poindexter, 881-4809. 

 

 
ANNUAL GREENING OF THE CHURCH 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 5 P.M. 
 

A chili supper will be served in Halladay Hall 
preceding the festivities in the church. 
There’s something for everyone to do—
hanging greens, making swags, placing 
poinsettias, embellishing with bows, etc. 
Humming and singing of Christmas carols 
encouraged! Sign up on the bulletin board 
to join the fun! Questions? Contact Marti 
Ramsey at 441-3819. 

 
GREENERY FUND DONATIONS 

 

Donations to the Christmas Poinsettia-
Greenery Fund may be dedicated to the 
Glory of God, in memory of a loved one,  
in thanksgiving or for a special occasion. 
Donation envelopes will be in the pews or 
call Carol in the office at 535-8985. Please 
turn in all donations by Sunday, Dec. 20. 
Names will appear in the Christmas bulletin.  

 
 
 
 

 
FCCLA and the American Legion are working  
together to collect new and used winter items for 
our Johnson County veterans. Bring coats, gloves, 
hats, ear muffs, scarfs, etc. to church and Jen Tullis 
will deliver them. Or you may take items to the 
Franklin Community High School Main Office or the 
American Legion Post 205. The drive continues 
through January. 
 

The St. Thomas Clinic will have a representative for 
homeless veterans and families at the Dec. 2 Clinic 
day to assist veterans with housing, utilities and  
other resource information. Please pass along the 
information to any veterans you may know that 
need help.  
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DECEMBER SUNDAYS @ 10AM  
COFFEE HOUR 

 

6      Sermon Forum with Whitney+ 
 

13    Bible Study meets 
 

20   Fellowship & Crafts for All Ages 
 

27   Fellowship Coffee Hour 
 

Please sign up to host a Coffee Hour. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Let’s Get Together! 

 
LAST DISCIPLESHIP MEETING—DEC. 2 
Read Chapter 10 and the Conclusion for the last 
Discipleship Journey gathering on Weds., Dec. 2 
at 7 pm in Halladay Hall.  
 

GODLY PLAY & YOUTH—DEC.  6 & 13  
The children will meet Dec. 6 and 13 during  
worship. They will rejoin their parents during the 
Peace of the Holy Eucharist.  
 

BIBLE STUDY: The Journey of a Lifetime 
The Bible Study group will meet Sunday, Dec. 13 at 
10 a.m. The study will continue in the New Year. 
 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS FOR ALL—DEC. 20 

Everyone is invited to join us for fellowship and 
crafts on Sunday, Dec. 20 at 10 a.m. in Halladay 
Hall. Come join the fun! 
 

TWELFTH NIGHT AT ST. LUKE’S—JAN. 5 
You are invited to a pitch-in dinner and burning 
of the greens Tues., Jan. 5 at 6 p.m. at St. Luke’s. 
 

Advent/Christmas Memories 
 

Jen Tullis: It’s a fact, Advent is almost here. I remember a 
time when I didn’t even know what Advent really was for 
Christians. Growing up non-denominational, my family didn’t 
celebrate like I do now. Oh sure, we glued cotton balls on to 
Santa’s face to count the days until old St. Nick came down 
the chimney, but we had no lessons about the approaching 
birth of our Lord. Now, I have a pewter candle ring with  
purple and pink candles. When my kids were younger, I made 
a felt Christmas tree with pockets full of activities that would 
remind us what Christmas truly is about…Anticipation!  
Anticipation for the Lord’s Birth! What does his birth mean 
for us? Hope, Joy, Peace, Love! 
 

Robin Kares: One of my very favorite Christmas memories 
was the first Christmas Paula and I spent together. We were 
in graduate school, and we never had any money, so getting a 
tree or even having a special meal was a big deal. We spent $8 
(that was a lot!) on a scraggly Christmas tree and $4 more on 
a box of ornaments from Wal-Mart. We made all kinds of 
flavors of hard candy to give our friends and family (and a jar 
for ourselves!) There was no money left for presents, so we 
gave each other homemade gifts. I remember I crocheted 
Paula a scarf in rainbow colors and made a nose warmer to 
match! It was the beginning of creating our family together, 
and even without all the trimmings, it was wonderful. On 
New Years' Eve of that year, we committed our lives to one 
another privately. That was 33 years ago. 
 

Whitney Rice: Kitty, my youngest sister, was getting married 
on December 29, 2012. My plan was to officiate church on 
Christmas Day, and then drive out to Missouri the next  
day. About 9 a.m. on Christmas Day, it started snowing, and I 
mean COMING DOWN. People were saying it would be 
"worse than the blizzard of '78" and I knew that as deep as 
the bonds of sisterly affection go, they would not survive my 
forcing her to call off her wedding because I was snowed in. 
At 1 pm on Christmas Day I started plowing my way down  
I-70 toward Missouri. It was a harrowing drive and I finally 
stopped in St. Louis around 8 pm, cold, exhausted, hungry  
with two to three more hours to go. There is nothing open on 
Christmas Day! No grocery stores, few gas stations and no 
restaurants! I couldn't find anywhere to eat! Eventually I 
stumbled on a Steak 'N Shake in East St. Louis and staggered 
in. I ate my greasy hamburger feeling sorry for myself until I 
received my bill. It turned out that a couple saw me eating 
alone and paid for my dinner! I was so touched! So I then 
asked the waitress to give me the bill for the next customer 
and paid it, hoping the chain of giving would continue on. I 
got back on the highway with a little glow in my heart. I did 
make it in time for the wedding!  
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December 2015 Calendar   

  Sun   Mon     Tue     Wed     Thu     Fri     Sat 

  
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 
Clinic Open 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Discipleship 
7pm 

3 
 

 
 
 
Girl Scouts  
6:30 pm 

4 
 
 

5 
Clinic Open 
 

Ladies’ Lunch 
Stone Creek 
Dining 11:30 
 

Junot Funeral 
& Lunch 2pm 

6 
Sermon Forum 
10am 
Holy Eucharist 
11 am 
 
Return Gifts 
for Angel Tree 

 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
6pm 

 

8 

 
 
Clinic Steering 
Comm. 6:30pm 

 
Vestry Meeting 
7pm 

9 
Clinic Open 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

10 
Dining with 
Diabetes 11-1 
Lunch included 

11 

 
 
 
 

12 

 
 
 
Angel Tree 
Party Set-Up 

13 
Bible Study 
10am 
Holy Eucharist 
11 am 
 

Angel Tree 
Party 1:30 pm 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boy Scouts  
7pm 

15 
 
 

 
 
 
 

16 
Clinic Open 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

17 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Girl Scouts  
6:30 pm 

18 
 

 
January 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

19 
 

 
 

20 
Fellowship & 
Christmas Crafts 
10am 
Holy Eucharist 
11 am 
 
Greening of the 
Church  5 pm 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
Clinic Open 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

24 
 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
Caroling 
6:30pm 
Worship 7pm 
Reception 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Office closed 

26 
 
 
 

 

27 

Fellowship 
10am 
Holy Eucharist 
11 am 
 
 

28 

 
 
 
 

29 

 
 
 
 
 
 

30 

Clinic Open 

 
 

 

31 

 
 
New Year’s 
Eve 

 
 
 

1 
Happy 
New Year! 

 
 

 
Office closed 

2 
 

 



 

 DECEMBER 6 DECEMBER 13 DECEMBER 20 DECEMBER 24 DECEMBER 27 

PROPER Year C, 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

Year C, 
3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

Year C, 
4th Sunday of 
Advent 

Year C, 
Christmas Eve 

Year C, 
1st Sunday after 
Christmas 

LESSON Baruch 5:1-9 Zephaniah 3:14-20 Micah 5:2-5a Isaiah 9:2-7 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

PSALM Canticle 16 Canticle 9 Canticle 15 
 

Psalm 96 Psalm 147 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:3-11 Philippians 4:4-7 Hebrews 10:5-10 Titus 2:11-14 Galatians 3:23-25; 
4:4-7 

GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6 Luke 3:7-18 
 

Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) Luke 2:1-14(15-20) John 1:1-18 

      

CLERGY The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney Rice, 
The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney Rice, 
The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney Rice, 
The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice, The Ven. Ron  
Goldfarb 

MUSIC MINISTRY Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Paul Jump 

GODLY PLAY 
TEACHERS 

Susie Hooten 
Tel’Lee Clark 

Karen Cushing 
Jacob Phillips 

   

YOUTH  
LEADERS 

Marti Ramsey Cheryl Faust    

COFFEE HOUR Marna Poindexter  Robin Kares 
Paula Sites 

Judith Mullinix  

SERVERS Gavin A. 
Sam A. 

Ann Kieffer Reid S. Gavin A. 
Sam A. 

Tel’Lee Clark 
Ann Kieffer 

ALTAR GUILD Marti Ramsey Judith Mullinix Marti Ramsey All AG members Judith Mullinix 

ALTAR FLOWERS  For the Glory of God  For the Glory of God Marna Poindexter  For the Glory of God  For the Glory of God 

BREAD MINISTRY Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey 

EUCHARISTIC  
MINISTERS  

Judith Mullinix Marta Pincheira Cheryl Faust Judith Mullinix Susie Hooten 

READERS Jim Phillips 
Judith Mullinix 

Don Thompson 
Paul Jump 

Karen Smith 
Mike Ramsey 

Judith Mullinix 
Paula Sites 

Jim Phillips 
Ann Kieffer 

HOSPITALITY 
TEAM  

Candace Phillips 
Jacob Phillips 

Steve Faust 
Marikay Kapke 

Cheryl Faust 
Judith Mullinix 

Dave Buchholz 
Judith Mullinix 

Candace Phillips 
Jacob Phillips 

COUNTERS Dave Buchholz 
Steve Faust 

Robin Kares 
Mike Ramsey 

Marikay Kapke 
Ann Kieffer 
 

Robin Kares 
Jen Tullis 

Jen Tullis 
Susie Hooten 
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December 2015 Worship Schedule 



St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

600 Paul Hand Boulevard 

Franklin, IN 46131-6922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9am to 1 pm 
Sundays: Coffee/Forum 10am; Worship 11am 
Phone:  317-535-8985 
Fax:  317-535-0261 
Email:  stthomasepis@aol.com 
Website:  stthomasfranklin.org 
Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN 

 

December Celebrations 

 

Are you missing from the Celebrations section?  
Please send us your information: stthomasepis@aol.com; 317-535-8985. 

Birthdays 
 

8 Marti Ramsey 
 12 Ericka McFarland 
15 Phil McIver 
21  Marna Poindexter 
29 Ethan Bachman 

 
 

Baptisms 
 

4 Mike McFarland 
13 Eric Smith 
24  Marikay Kapke 
 Milly Kopecky 
26  Whitney Rice 
31  David Beck 
 Karen Smith 
 Dennis Thompson 
 Deirdré Warrenburg 
 

Anniversaries 
 

         None this month. 
 
 

Christmas Eve  
December 24 

 

Carols & Seating 6:30pm 
Candlelight Service 7 pm 

Reception afterward 
 

All are welcome here! 


