
 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church accepts  
all people and  
we commit to: 

 
Celebrate the Eucharist 

regularly 
 

Keep a personal and 
community discipline of 

prayer and study 
 

Proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ by 

promoting justice, peace, 
and love 

 
Nurture God’s people as 

we grow in Christ 
 

Live with thanksgiving, 
wonder, and openness to 

God’s love 
 

Restore all people to 
unity with God and each 

other 

All are Welcome!  

No Exceptions! 

“the story” 
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The Story of the Sign 

By the Rev. Whitney Rice, Priest-in-Charge 
 

On Tuesday, May 3, 2016, St. Thomas Vestry voted to display a sign on our grounds 
that says: “We Stand With American Muslims.” On June 16 the Vestry decided to 
take that sign down. 
 

Those are the bare facts. But the story is much richer and more complex. It is the 
story of a community who has fought the good fight to wrestle with complex and 
challenging issues of justice and grace and inclusion, while coming up against the 
hard wall of the violence that stalks our nation at every turn. Let me tell you the 
Story of the Sign. 
 

Bonnie Johnson came to me to tell me about a campaign championed by a  
Franklin College professor to post these signs in front yards. The purpose was to 
challenge and undermine the increasing tide of Islamophobia in our country that is 
un-Christian and un-American. Some people have lost touch with their fundamental 
values when confronted with acts of violence across the world and in our own 
country committed by people who falsely take on the identity of Muslims. In the 
same way that we would never agree that the Ku Klux Klan is a rightful  
representative of Christianity, neither is ISIS a legitimate expression of Islam. 
   
Taking a stand against the violence and persecution suffered by our Muslim  
brothers and sisters in America was our primary agenda in placing this sign on  
our grounds. But our secondary goal was to sponsor and welcome a robust  
conversation around that sign within our congregation. What does Christianity have 
to say in our current political climate? Why should we mix politics and religion at all? 
How do conservatives and liberals stand together at St. Thomas? What is our  
responsibility to take a public stance against religious persecution? How do we 
speak into the climate of violence that seems to surround us and is hyped by our  
24-hour news cycle? Where is justice for the victims of this violence, both Christians 
and Muslims around the world? 
 

It all comes down to the fundamental question that guides us as individuals and as a 
community every day:  what are we called to do as disciples of Jesus Christ? 
 

Our call from May 3 until June 16 was to place that sign on our grounds, and to 
wrestle faithfully with these questions together, sharing our agreements and  
disagreements in love.  We have been very successful in that answering that call. 
The conversation has been rich, and the witness to our values has been powerful. 
 

Of course, placing our sign provoked a reaction from the outside world. That was 
the whole point! And we expected that. We received both positive and negative  
reactions. I have received many supportive emails and phone calls thanking St.  
Thomas for standing up for justice. I have also received emails and phone calls of 
disagreement, some polite and respectful stating of contrasting views, and some  
angry and threatening diatribes of hatred.   
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Among those few negative responses, two stand out. A threatening phone call was made to St. Thomas,  
and on June 12

th
, someone came and flattened the sign in an act of vandalism. We reported both of these 

incidents to the Whiteland Police Department, and that is when we had to seriously begin to consider 
whether we needed to go in another direction. 
 

A couple of people who spend time at the church alone raised concerns about their safety in lieu of these 
two events. In light of those concerns, the Vestry voted to not replace the broken sign. It is important that our 
parishioners and staff feel safe in our building, and we have to prioritize that. 
 

I will share with you my own feelings of frustration and disappointment that we have taken the sign down. 
The reason is because I feel like we are caving into to intimidation. I feel like the people who think violence 
and vandalism is an answer are winning. I mourn that St. Thomas’ voice for justice in the community has been 
silenced. I feel like unless and until someone is willing to stand up again persecution and violence against  
minorities, innocent people will continue to suffer. 
 

But even as I wrestle with these feelings, I see the faces of the dear people who have been robbed of their 
sense of safety at St. Thomas, and my heart aches. One’s church and one’s place of employment should be 
places of safety and security, and we as St. Thomas must do all we can to ensure that this is true for our own 
people.   
 

So for me, my sense of our call to witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ is at war with our 
call to care for the staff and parishioners entrusted to our care. My love for the oppressed 
around our country comes up against my love for the people in my own community who 
need to feel safe where they worship and work. These are exactly the types of moral 
catch-22s that face all of us who seek to follow Jesus in a world of violence and  
discrimination. 

 

As I have wrestled and prayed about this, I have come to a couple of new understandings that have been 
helpful for me. First, although our witness with our sign was only six weeks, nothing can take away the  
transformative power of that witness. We had an impact for good in our community. Next, we can think of 
our call to speak for justice not as ended but as changed. Although we’ve had to take our sign down, we 
don’t have to take our convictions down. We will find other ways to speak up for the victims of hatred and 
discrimination. Although we have had to change how we answer our call, we will remain faithful to our call.  
 

Back in the medieval wars, the banner-bearer had both the most dangerous and the most honorable job. The 
person who carried the banner held it up and carried it forward to inspire and lead the soldiers. This person, 
however, carried no weapons but only the banner, also called the standard. So the banner-bearer goes into 
war in peace. He faces great danger and personal risk, but he cannot hurt anyone, only lift a sign of Christ to 
the world. 
 

This has been St. Thomas in the last six weeks. And in that war against hatred, we have been wounded. Our 
sense of safety has been taken away. But although we are wounded and have had to retreat, we will find a 
new way to re-enter the fight for justice and peace. We carry the Cross of Christ into the world, and we 
search for ways to do that faithfully. And although those who perpetrated the threats and vandalism against 
us have won the battle, they will lose the war. Because love will win in the end.   
 

I want to thank everyone who has participated in the Story of the Sign, those who think it was the most  
important ministry St. Thomas has done in the last ten years, and those who think it was a terrible idea and 
we should never do anything like it again. I encourage you to continue to share your observations and 
thoughts with me and with each other. St. Thomas is the richer for our soul-searching in this ministry. We are 
blessed in both our triumph and our heartache in our pursuit of discipleship, and I know God looks over us 
with great love. 
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Balancing the Budget 
Financial Outlook 

Halfway through 2016 
 

We are halfway through 2016 and the budget 
has already taken a couple hits with building  
repairs and a couple of months of high utilities. 
Couple that with being behind in pledges and 
we are facing a deficit midway through the year. 
 
The good news is that we have gained a few 
new pledges this year and the plate donations 
are higher than we expected. The bad news is 
that there is always a slump in attendance over 
the summer months. If you cannot attend, 
please send your donations in via mail. This  
helps keeps us on budget. Thank you! 
 
You will receive your June 2016 statement in  
the mail soon. Please review it and let us know  
if you see any errors. If so, call Carol in the office  
Monday-Friday, 9am to 1pm (317-535-8985) or 
Marti Ramsey (317-441-3819.) 
 
Jan-June Revenues $66,664.80 
Jan-June Expenses $72,289.57 
 
Thank you for your support! Also, for the support 
of special projects and fundraisers in 2016. So far 
this year we have given: 
 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast raised 
$260.12 for Boy Scout Troop 229 

 Chili Cook-Off raised $381.63 for KIC-IT 
 EFHN Change Collection $225.25 
 Angel Tree/CASA Camp raised $833.00 
 

Each of you should give what you have  

decided in your heart to give,  

not reluctantly or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.    

~2 Corinthians 9:7 

 
 
 
 
 

 
FAST TRACK SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 

July 5-August 14 
 

Each year we participate in the Johnson 
County United Way Fast Track Program 
to help students have the supplies  
needed to begin the school year. 
 
Bring school supplies (see list below) 
now through mid-August. Watch for 
summer sales! Supply one or two items 
or make a whole backpack of supplies. 
Every little bit helps! 

 

Backpacks 
3 Ring Binders 

Calculators 
Ear Buds 

Spiral Notebooks 
Art Boxes 
Folders 
Scissors 

Highlighters 
Index Cards 

Colored Pencils 
Bar Erasers 
Glue Sticks 

Loose Paper 
Pens 

Dry Erase Markers 
Pencils 

 
Donations are also gladly accepted. 
Make checks payable to St. Thomas and 
memo “Fast Track.”  
 
Questions? See Elyssa Everling. 
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Ministries—Sharing Our Gifts 

 
IS GOD CALLING YOU? 

LAY EUCHARTISTIC VISITORS (LEV) 
NEEDED 

 
There is a need for more Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
(LEVs) at St. Thomas. LEVs visit in pairs.  
 
Taking the Eucharist to home bound and/or ill 
members of our parish is a wonderful way to 
share Christ’s love. Please prayerfully consider if 
you are being called to this ministry.  
 
Sign up on the bulletin board or let Milly  
Kopecky know if you are interested:  
317-417-9103; milly.kopecky@comcast.net.  
The diocese will have a training in August. 
 
 

 

Is your gift hospitality?  
Lemonade Hosts Needed 

after Worship 

 

 
Weather permitting we will have Lemonade 
on the Lawn after worship months instead of 
the usual coffee hour. If the weather is bad, 
we will have it in Halladay Hall. 

 
Please sign up to host one Sunday on the  
bulletin board. Lemonade, cups & pitchers are 
available in the kitchen. Bringing treats  
or cookies is optional.  

 

It does take a village to make our church full  
and vibrant! Many ministries are small time  
commitments and some are great family  
activities. Please sign up on the bulletin boards 
for these ministries. The contact person for each 
ministry is noted.  
 

Acolytes—Danny Bachman 
Altar Guild—Marti Ramsey 

Bread—Marti Ramsey 
Eucharistic Ministers—Whitney+ 
Greeters/Ushers—Cheryl Faust 

Readers—Whitney+ or Cheryl Faust 
LEVs—Milly Kopecky 

Lemonade/Coffee Host—Office 
Panera Pick-Up—Steve Faust 

Sign Changer—Office 
Interchurch Food Pantry—Judith Mullinix 

Labyrinth Mower—Danny Bachman 
Mowers—Danny Bachman 

Flower Beds—Danny Bachman 
Social Events—Vestry  
Fundraisers—Vestry 

Vestry Members—Vestry 
 

During the school year we are also in need of 
 

Godly Play Teachers—Deirdré Warrenburg 
Youth Leaders—Cheryl Faust/Marti Ramsey 

Adult Bible Study—Phil Warrenburg/Cheryl Faust 
Adult Forums—Whitney+ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

MINISTRY FAIR 
COMING IN AUGUST! 

 

Learn more about our all our ministries  
at the Ministry Fair coming in August! 
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St. Thomas Clinic Celebrates 20 Years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Save the Date! 
The Clinic will have an Open House  
Celebration on Friday, August 12, 3-5 p.m. 
to celebrate serving Johnson County  
residents with free medical care for the past 
20 years. You’re invited! 

 
This month the Clinic will be closed July 13 
but open all other Wednesdays this month. 
It will also be open Saturday, July 9. Clinic 
visits are by appointment: 317-535-6057. 

 
July 27 is Breast Health Care Day. 
When you call for an appointment 
let them know you want a breast 
check. We will also have a Veterans’ 
Rep here that day (9-11 a.m.) 

 
Support Clinic Dine-to-Donate  
Who doesn’t like Dairy Queen!? Please  
support these upcoming DQ fundraisers. 
The Clinic receives 10% of all sales. 

 
July 18, 5-8pm  DQ at Whiteland 
August 15, 5-8pm  DQ at Franklin 
Sept. 19, 5-8pm  DQ at Trafalgar 

 
Clinic Volunteers Wanted 
Clinic volunteers are always needed for  
in-take, fundraising events, mailings, etc. 
Whether you can commit weekly or just 
once or twice a year to help with events,  
mailings, or fundraisers, we’d love to have 
you! Contact Terresa Branham at the  
information below. 

 
Terresa Branham, Clinic Director 
317-535-6057 
stthomasclinic@aol.com 
Visit us on Facebook: St. Thomas Clinic 

SAFEGUARDING  
OUR PEOPLE 

 When you see something, 
say something. 

 

When you see something, say something! 
Words can keep a person safe! Not sure, but 
have suspicions? “Say something!” Better to 
let someone check it out. Learn more about 
what to look for regarding suspicious activity. 
 

All clergy, Vestry, employees, key holders, and 
anyone who works with children are required 
to take the Safeguarding Online training 
every 3 years. The Church Insurance Group 
provides free online training to everyone.  
 

Do you have a key? The current St. Thomas 
Key Log is posted on the bulletin board. Your 
Safeguarding status is on this list. If you are 
not up to date by the end of 2016, you will 
need to return your key. 
 

Which modules do you need to take? There 
are Safeguarding Instruction Sheets posted 
on the bulletin board. Even if you think you 
are up to date, you’re probably not. Everyone 
needs to take the new module, Preventing 
Bullying this year.  
 

Check with Carol Macmillan in the office to 
get your current Safeguarding status and/or 
your log-in and password needed to log into 
the training website: safeguardingonline.org. 
Call Carol in the office at 317-535-8985; or 
send an email to stthomasepis@aol.com. 
 
SAFE PLACE REMINDER: We are a SAFE 
PLACE for youth seeking shelter. What do you 
do if someone walks in the door and asks, “Is 
this a Safe Place?” or says “I need help.”  There 
are step-by-step instruction posters on the  
bulletin board in the hallway and on the back 
of the door in the work room. The number to 
call is listed there and on business cards in 
foyer. 
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July 2016 Calendar 

  Sun   Mon     Tue     Wed     Thu     Fri     Sat 

    
 

 
 
 

1 
 
 
 

2 
 

 

3 
Holy Eucharist 
11am   
Lemonade 
Noon 
The Rev. 
Halladay will 
preside. 
 

4th of July 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Office Closed 

5 

 
 
 
 

 
 

6 
Clinic Open 
 
 

 
 

7 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

8 

 

9 

 

Clinic Open 

10 
Holy Eucharist 
11am   
Lemonade 
Noon 

11 
Dine to Donate 
Interchurch 
Food Pantry 
at Ritter’s  
4pm-close 
 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 

12 
 

 
 
 
 

 

13 
NO Clinic 
 

14 

 
 

15 
 

 
 

 

16 
IAC 10 am 

 
 

17 
 

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
Lemonade 
Noon 
   
 

 

18 
DQ Fundraiser 
5-8pm  
Whiteland DQ 
 
 

 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 

19 
 

 
 
 
 

 

20 
Clinic Open 
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter 

Deadline 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

 

24 
 

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 

31 

25 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
Clinic Open 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 

30 

 

Whitney+ will be on vacation July 1-9. 
Carol is on vacation July 11-15. 

 
Monthly Ministries 

Garden Bed Weeder—Marti Ramsey 
Sign Changer—Jim & Katy Alexander 

Labyrinth Mower—Jim Lewis 



 

 JULY 3 JULY 10 JULY 17 JULY 24 JULY 31 

PROPER Year C, Proper 9 
Seventh Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Year C, Proper 10 
Eighth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Year C, Proper 11 
Ninth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Year C, Proper 12 
Tenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Year C, Proper 13 
Eleventh Sunday 
after Pentecost 

LESSON 2 Kings 5:1-14 Amos 7:7-17 Amos 8:1-12 Hosea 1:2-10 Hosea 11:1-11 

PSALM 30 82 52 85 107:1-9, 43 

EPISTLE Galatians 6:1-16 Colossians 1:1-14 Colossians 1:15-28 Colossians 2:6-19 Colossians 3:1-11 

GOSPEL Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 Luke 10:25-37 Luke 10:38-42 Luke 11:1-13 Luke 12:13-21 

      

WORSHIP 
LEADERS 

     

CLERGY The Rev. Richard 
Halladay 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

MUSIC MINISTRY Br. Steven  
Viñas-Jamison 

Br. Steven  
Viñas-Jamison 

Br. Steven  
Viñas-Jamison 

Br. Steven  
Viñas-Jamison 

Br. Steven  
Viñas-Jamison 

ALTAR FLOWERS For the Glory 
of God 

Ishu & Tel’Lee 
Birthday Celebrations 

Joe & Jaci Glass’ 
Anniversary 

In Memory of 
Morrie Poindexter 

For the Glory 
of God 

ALTAR GUILD Karen Smith Marti Ramsey Judith Mullinix Marna Poindexter Jen Tullis 

BREAD MINISTRY Marikay Kapke Marikay Kapke Katy Alexander Katy Alexander Elyssa Everling 

HOSPITALITY 
TEAM  

Steve & Cheryl Faust Dave Buchholz 
Wilma McDermott 

Marikay Kapke 
Ann Kieffer 

Steve & Cheryl 
Faust 

Candace Phillips 
Jacob Phillips 

SERVERS 
 

Ann Kieffer 
Kristen Ring 

Danny Bachman Reid S. Kristen Ring Ann Kieffer 

READERS Elspeth Mirchandani 
Cheryl Faust 

Paula Sites 
Karen Smith 

Maggie Doty 
Mike Ramsey 

Cheryl Faust 
Ann Kieffer 

Jim Phillips 
Judith Mullinix 

EUCHARISTIC  
MINISTERS  

Deirdré Warrenburg Mike Ramsey Cheryl Faust Ann Kieffer Judith Mullinix 

COUNTERS Steve Faust 
Judith Mullinix 

Danny Bachman 
Robin Kares 

Jen Tullis 
Danny Bachman 

Steve Faust 
Jim Phillips 

Danny Bachman 
Robin Kares 

LEMONADE HOST 
AFTER WORSHIP 

Ishu & Elspeth 
Mirchandani 

Mike & Marti 
Ramsey 

 Steve & Cheryl 
Faust 

 

PANERA PICK UP Phil & Deirdré  
Warrenburg 

Mike & Marti 
Ramsey 

   

MOWERS Darrell Faust Phil McIver Mike Ramsey Danny Bachman Don Thompson 
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July 2016 Worship Schedule 



St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

600 Paul Hand Boulevard 

Franklin, IN 46131-6922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Is your name missing from Celebrations? 
If so, that’s because we don’t have your 
information in the database. Send updates 
to stthomasepis@aol.com; 317-535-8985. 

Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9am to 1 pm 
Sundays: Worship at 11 am 
Phone:  317-535-8985 
Fax:  317-535-0261 
Email:  stthomasepis@aol.com 
Website:  stthomasfranklin.org 
Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN 
Twitter:  @StthomasfrankIN 

JULY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays 

 
2 Mel Archer 
 Jacob Phillips 
4 Jen Tullis 
10 Gabriel Ring 
 Fran Thompson 
11 Judy Thompson 
13 Tel’Lee Clark 
 Ishu Mirchandani 
 Erin Warrenburg 
14 Ray Hooten 
 Phil Warrenburg 
18 Mary Sanders 
22  Elaine Richards 
28  Laura Skimina 

 
 
 

Baptisms 
 
11  Tel’Lee Clark 
12  Ray Hooten 
25 Mary Sanders 

 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

12  Mark & Shelli Anderson 
18  Ray & Susie Hooten 
29 Jim & Candy Phillips 

 
 


