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St. Thomas Episcopal
Church accepts
all people and
we commit to:
Celebrate the Eucharist
regularly
Keep a personal and
community discipline of
prayer and study
Proclaim the Good News
of Jesus Christ by
promoting justice, peace,
and love
Nurture God’s people as
we grow in Christ
Live with thanksgiving,
wonder, and openness to
God’s love
Restore all people to
unity with God and each
other

Peace & Healing: A Glop of Mud to the Face
By the Rev. Whitney Rice, Priest-in-Charge

This summer we will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the St. Thomas Health
Clinic. This is a remarkable and wonderful blessing of God as God has been
manifest in all the people who have served and been served by the Clinic.
As I thought about it, it made me want to do some broader reflection on the
nature of healing as brought to our lives by Jesus.
Consider the story of the man born blind in the Gospel of John
(John 9:1-41). I have always pondered 1) what was the blind
man’s reaction when some random person spouting religious
jargon comes up and starts spreading mud all over his face,
and 2) how awesome is it that Jesus actually went to look for
this man when he heard that he had been cast out?
But first we begin with another question: what are the Pharisees and
townspeople really asking with all their angry questions? What do they
really want? They want the same thing that all of us want: certainty. If there
is one thing the human mind cannot bear, it is having our well-thought out
categories challenged. The only way we are able to walk around every day
without flying off the edge of this chaotic world is because we have
constructed an elaborate system of How Things Work and How Things
Ought To Be Done. Unfortunately, Jesus does not really care about the
categories we have constructed. He breaks every box we’ve ever built for
others and for ourselves to live in, and he’s not very polite about doing it.
The Pharisees and the townspeople want certainty on their terms, and they
can’t get it. Another way of seeing that eternal human quest is calling it the
longing of the human heart for peace. We’re tired of fighting all the time—
fighting our circumstances, fighting our own bad habits and sin, fighting
each other, fighting ourselves. The obstacles to any sort of real peace seem
insurmountable. How many of us carry with us now a heavy burden that we
struggle to hide from the world? How many of us wonder who would still
love us if they knew our darkness? How many of us try to turn inward for
silence in prayer and find only a raging storm?
It seems as though war is our default environment. Help us, Jesus. We are
blind to your will. We cannot see a way to your peace.
Be careful, though. This is a dangerous prayer. Jesus is liable to come up and
start spreading mud all over our faces. The blind man didn’t even ask for
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healing and it happened to him. And maybe that is our answer. We cannot find peace because we
have not asked for healing. And when healing comes, it does not come with a chorus of angels
floating down a rainbow. It comes with a handful of mud and spit in our eyes.
So, point number one: the blind man gets healed whether he wants to or not. So it is for us. Jesus is
not going to wait around for us to figure out the right question to ask or the right prayer to lift up.
We remain blind beggars on the street, desperate for crumbs of affection and sustenance from
sources that will never truly help us. The blind man will never be healed by coins handed out by kind
strangers. We will never be healed by buying more things or getting a promotion or having more
Facebook friends.
Mercifully, Jesus is not interested in what we think we want, and he is not the least bit hesitant
about barging into our lives and slapping a handful of mud in our faces. What are the ways in which
Jesus has barged into your life before? It can happen in everyday miracles like barely missing hitting
someone in traffic or seeing the first daffodil of the season. It can happen in great big miracles like a
loved one recovering from cancer or finding the courage to answer a call to ministry.
But this mud business is still problematic. It is not a comfortable way to be healed. It is messy, dirty,
publically embarrassing, and extremely intimate to have Jesus spread his own saliva on your eyes
mixed with dirt. Jesus frankly could not have found a better way to poke fun us. This method of
healing taps into every Episcopalian’s worst nightmare: messy, dirty, publically embarrassing, and
extremely intimate. Could there at least be some sherry afterwards or something?
So how has Jesus smeared mud on your face and how do you wish he would do it
again today? Is there a gift of healing within some situation in your life that feels like
mud in your eyes?
Think of some times in your life when you have been healed, but things haven’t been a bed of
roses afterwards. Maybe a faltering friendship has been repaired, but there’s still a lot of work of
reconciliation and forgiveness that has to happen. Maybe a physical illness has been healed, but
there are still medical bills and handling missed work. Maybe a hurting faith has been healed but
now there are real actions to take and sacrifices to make.
So let us take this as another gift of Jesus to us—this search for peace that may not end up in the
place we think we want to be. Jesus may not bring healing to us the way we think we want it.
Because peace does not mean perfection. Peace means knowing that Jesus is looking for us,
searching us out when being healed turns out to hurt. Peace is having Jesus standing right there
beside us, defending us against our own insecurities and sinful temptations as we discover that life
goes on even after a miracle.
What are we called to do in the face of this knowledge? As ever, we are called to imitate Christ. That
means working for healing between each other and in the world. This has been the faithful work of
the St. Thomas Health Clinic for twenty years, and our prayer is that this work may continue forward
for twenty more and beyond.
So keep praying. Keep praying for your healing, the healing of your friends and neighbors, and the
healing of everyone who walks through the doors of the St. Thomas Clinic and St. Thomas Church.
Just watch out for that glop of mud to the face!
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ROUND ROBIN
VICTORY FIELD
TUESDAY, JUNE 14
6:30 PM
For everyone—family & friends, too! Sign up on
the bulletin board or call the office by June 5!
Please put your name and the number of tickets
needed.
It is Two for Tuesday so tickets only cost $8 each.
Meet Fran Thompson at the Victory Field front
entrance on West Street to get your tickets and
pay her. The Indians are playing the Pawtucket
PawSox.
Questions? Call Fran Thompson at 535-4897.

Lemonade on the Lawn
after Worship
Weather permitting we will have
Lemonade on the Lawn after worship
during the summer months instead of the
usual coffee hour. If the weather is bad,
we will have it in Halladay Hall.
Please sign up to host one Sunday on the
bulletin board. Lemonade, cups & pitchers
are available in the kitchen. Bringing treats
or cookies is optional.

SAFEGUARDING
OUR CHILDREN
Get caught up this summer!
How can you protect our children & our
church? Know the policies and when “you see
something, say something!” Words keep a child
safe!
All clergy, Vestry, employees, key holders, and
anyone who works with children are required
to take the Safeguarding Online training every
3 years. The Church Insurance Group provides
free online training to everyone.
Which modules do you need to take? There are
Safeguarding Instruction Sheets posted on the
bulletin board outside of Whitney’s+ office.
Even if you think you are up to date, you’re
probably not. Everyone needs to take the new
module, Preventing Bullying this year.
Check with Carol Macmillan in the office to get
your current Safeguarding status and/or your
log-in and password needed to log into the
website: safeguardingonline.org.
Also, we recently updated the St. Thomas Key
Log. It is posted on the bulletin board. Please
check to see if your name is on the list if you
have a key. If it isn't, please contact Carol in the
office at stthomasepis@aol.com; 317-535-8985.
Your Safeguarding status is on the Key Log list.

The Clergy, Staff and Officers of St. Thomas

The 20th Vestry of St. Thomas (2016-2019)

Bishop.............................. The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick
Priest-in-Charge ................................... The Rev. Whitney Rice
Archdeacon........................................ The. Ven. Ron Goldfarb
Interim Organist ................................. Brother Steven Jamison
Parish Administrator ....................................... Carol Macmillan
Senior Warden ........................................................ Robin Kares
Junior Warden ..................................................Danny Bachman
Clerk................................................................................Jen Tullis
Treasurer ................................................................ Marti Ramsey
Assistant Treasurers ..........................Robin Kares, Eric Smith

2017 ....................................................... Robin Kares, Jen Tullis
2018 ............................................................................ Steve Faust
2019 ............... Danny Bachman, Judith Mullinix, Jim Phillips

This month’s Vestry meeting is
Tuesday, June 7, 7 p.m.
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ST. THOMAS CLINIC NEWS
NEED FOR LAY EUCHARTISTIC VISITORS (LEV)
There is a need for more Lay Eucharistic Visitors
(LEVs) at St. Thomas.
Taking the Eucharist to home bound members of
our parish is a wonderful way of sharing Christ’s
love. Please prayerfully consider if you are being
called to this ministry.
Sign up on the bulletin board or let Milly Kopecky
know if you are interested by June 19 so we can
schedule a training. Questions? Contact Milly:
317-417-9103; milly.kopecky@comcast.net.

CAMP JAMESON
IN-GATHERING
JUNE 19
We will be helping send Angel Tree (children of
prisoners) and CASA (court appointed special
advocate children) to Camp Jameson again this
year. Camp Jameson provides them a week of
camaraderie with other children in need. The
camp promotes social & emotional growth, and
fun.
To date, six children have applied for camp. The
cost for us to sponsor one child is $75 but that
cost goes down to $50/child when we get to
seven and we anticipate doing just that. Last
year we sent nine children to camp. The Angel
Tree foundation also contributes a portion of the
camp fees.
We will have an in-gathering for the Camp
Jameson project on Sunday, June 19. Please
give what you can. Make checks payable to
St. Thomas and put ‘camp’ in the memo line.
Thank you!
Questions? Contact Ann Kieffer at
215-4605; awknj@yahoo.com.

St. Thomas Clinic Celebrates 20 Years!
We will have an Open House Celebration
on Friday, August 12, 3-5 p.m. to celebrate
serving Johnson County residents with
free medical care for the past 20 years.
The Clinic will be open every Wednesday
in June, as well as on Saturday, June 4 this
month. You must make an appointment
by calling 317-535-6057.
On June 29, we will have the first
Prostate Care Day. When you call for
an appointment let them know you
want a prostate check. The next
Breast Health Care Day will be on
July 27. Again, please call ahead.
Support the Clinic while you shop!
Link your Kroger Card to the St. Thomas
Clinic nonprofit number 85628 at their
website:
Krogercommunityrewards.com or stop by
the Kroger Customer Service
Desk. The Clinic earned $427.81
in the first quarter of 2016 from
Kroger shoppers! Thank you!
Terresa Branham, Interim Clinic Director
317-535-607
stthomasclinic@aol.com
Visit us on Facebook: St. Thomas Clinic
Have a prayer request?
Send prayer requests to Judy Thompson
(317-695-7147; dennisjudy@sbcglobal.net),
or the church office (317-535-8985;
stthomasepis@aol.com.)

Parish Life
Page 5

DID YOU KNOW?
10 DIGIT DIALING IN EFFECT NOW
REQUIRED AS OF SEPTEMBER 17
We often receive requests for copies of Whitney’s+
sermons. There are usually extra copies on the
foyer table. But remember you can always access
Whitney’s+ sermons via her blog website:
www.roofcrashersandhemgrabbers.com. The blog
has readers from as far away as Japan. We know
people have come to St. Thomas after reading the
sermons online. Sign up to subscribe to the blog
and the sermon will be delivered directly to your
email each week.
This is a great and easy evangelization tool, too!
Email the link to a friend when a sermon touches
your heart and invite them to come to church.

The Interchurch Food Pantry wishes to thank
you for your donations. In the first quarter of
2016, we were able to provide about 4 days of
food for 17,473 people in 4530 visits. Thank
you for helping us serve our needy.
Sincerely,
Interchurch Food Pantry
of Johnson County*
*Dine to Donate to the Interchurch Food
Pantry this month at the Greenwood Jonathan
Byrd Cafeteria on Monday, June 6, 4 pm to
close. No flyer is required.
Thanks for having us at St. Thomas Church! We
love our meeting place and greatly appreciate
the kindness and generosity you have shown
to us in providing us a meeting place this past
year.
Eva Coleman, Leader
Whiteland Girl Scouts

Since they are running out of 317 area code
numbers, a new area code has been added to
serve our area: 463.
What does that mean to you? Get ready to
change the way you dial your local calls. You
will now need to dial 10 digits when dialing
locally. For example, when dialing the church,
you will dial 317-535-8985. Start using it today
and get used to it.
Beginning September 17, 2016, you must use
the new 10 digit dialing procedure or your call
will not be completed and a recording will
instruct you to hang up and dial again.
In addition to changing your dialing
procedure, you will need to make sure
any other services or automatic dialing
equipment is set up for the new 10
digit dialing. Some examples are life
safety systems, fax machines, alarm and
security systems, gates, call forwarding, speed
dialing, etc. You may also want to
check your stationery, printed checks,
website, emergency contact information, pet ID tags, etc. to include all 10
digits.
What stays the same?
 Your phone number, including current area
code, will not change.
 The price of a call, coverage area, etc. will
not change.
 For long distance, you will still need to dial
a 1+area code+phone number.
 You will still only dial three digits for 911,
211, etc.
Who to contact with questions?
Residential customers: 800-788-3500
Business customers: 800-786-6272
Visit: iurc.in.gov for more information.
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June 2016 Calendar

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

Clinic Open

Clinic Open

Garden Bed Weeder—Judy Thompson
Sign Changer—Judith Mullinix
Labyrinth Mower—Needed

5

6

7

Holy Eucharist
11am
Lemonade
Noon

12

Boy Scouts
6pm

Vestry 7pm

13

14

10

15

11
IAC 10am

16

17

18

23

24

25

Clinic Open

Boy Scouts
7pm

Holy Eucharist
11am
Lemonade
Noon

9

Clinic Open

Holy Eucharist
11am
Lemonade
Noon

19

8

20

Victory Field
Outing 6:30 pm

21

22
Clinic Open

Deadline
Boy Scouts
7pm

26

27

28

29
Clinic Open

Holy Eucharist
11am
Lemonade
Noon
Boy Scouts
7pm

30

Whitney+ will be on
retreat June 27-July 1;
then vacation July 2-9.
Have a safe & fun
summer!
See you in church!

June 2016 Worship Schedule
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JUNE 5

JUNE 12

JUNE 19

JUNE 26

JULY 3

PROPER

Year C, Proper 5
Third Sunday
after Pentecost

Year C, Proper 6
Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost

Year C, Proper 7
Fifth Sunday
after Pentecost

Year C, Proper 8
Sixth Sunday
after Pentecost

Year C, Proper 9
Seventh Sunday
after Pentecost

LESSON

1 Kings 17:8-24

1 Kings 21:1-21a

1 Kings 19:1-15a

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14

2 Kings 5:1-14

PSALM

146

5:1-8

42 and 43

77:1-2, 11-20

30

EPISTLE

Galatians 1:11-24

Galatians 2:15-21

Galatians 3:23-29

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Galatians 6:1-16

GOSPEL

Luke 7:11-17

Luke 7:36-8:3

Luke 8:26-39

Luke 9:51-62

Luke 10:1-11,16-20

CLERGY

The Rev. Whitney
Rice

The Rev. Whitney Rice The Rev. Whitney
Rice

The Rev. Whitney
Rice

The Rev. Richard
Halladay

MUSIC MINISTRY

Paul Jump

Br. Steven Jamison

Br. Steven Jamison

Br. Steven Jamison

Br. Steven Jamison

ALTAR FLOWERS

For the Glory
of God

For the Glory
of God

For the Glory
of God

For the Glory
of God

For the Glory
of God

ALTAR GUILD

Marna Poindexter

Jen Tullis

Karen Smith
Judith Mullinix

K. Alexander

Marti Ramsey

BREAD MINISTRY

Milly Kopecky

Milly Kopecky

Elyssa Everling

Elyssa Everling

Marikay Kapke

HOSPITALITY
TEAM

Steve and Cheryl
Faust

Candace Phillips
Jacob Phillips

Marikay Kapke
Dave Buchholz

Wilma McDermott
Judith Mullinix

Steve and Cheryl
Faust

SERVERS

Gavin A.
Sam A.

Reid S.

Isaac B.

Ann Kieffer

Kristen Ring

READERS

Cheryl Faust

Jim Phillips
Karen Smith

Isaac B.
Dave Buchholz

Marta Pincheira
Paula Sites

Elspeth Mirchandani
Cheryl Faust

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

Judith Mullinix

Ann Kieffer

Judith Mullinix

Marta Pincheira

Deirdré Warrenburg

COUNTERS

Steve Faust
Judith Mullinix

Danny Bachman
Jim Phillips

Jen Tullis
Judith Mullinix

Robin Kares
Jim Phillips

Steve Faust
Judith Mullinix

WORSHIP
LEADERS

LEMONADE HOST
Elspeth Mirchandani
AFTER WORSHIP

Lemonade on the Lawn hosts are needed this month. Please host a Sunday.

PANERA PICK UP

Dave Buchholz

Jim Alexander

Jim Alexander

Jim Alexander

Warrenburg

MOWERS

Mike Ramsey

Don Thompson

Danny Bachman

Steve Faust

Darrell Faust

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
600 Paul Hand Boulevard
Franklin, IN 46131-6922

Hours:
Sundays:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Website:
Facebook:
Twitter:

Monday-Friday, 9am to 1 pm
Worship at 11 am
317-535-8985
317-535-0261
stthomasepis@aol.com
stthomasfranklin.org
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN
@StthomasfrankIN

All are Welcome! No Exceptions!

JUNE CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
1
7
8
11
30

Mary Margaret Moffett
Teresa Voorhees
Elizabeth Moffett
Darby Merriman
Mike McFarland

Baptisms
1
3
16

Susie Hooten
Ann Kieffer
Sam Anderson
Mary Margaret Moffett

Anniversaries
5
10
25
27

Herb & Karen Cushing
Jim & Katy Alexander
Robin Kares & Paula Sites
Nick & Carol Macmillan

Is your name missing from Celebrations?
If so, that’s because we don’t have your
information in the database. Send updates
to stthomasepis@aol.com; 317-535-8985.

