
 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church accepts  
all people and  
we commit to: 

 
Celebrate the Eucharist 

regularly 
 

Keep a personal and 
community discipline of 

prayer and study 
 

Proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ by 

promoting justice, peace, 
and love 

 
Nurture God’s people as 

we grow in Christ 
 

Live with thanksgiving, 
wonder, and openness to 

God’s love 
 

Restore all people to 
unity with God and each 

other 

All are Welcome!  

No Exceptions! 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Celebration of the Holy Spirit, Birthday of the Church 

& the Baptism of Heleena Ring 
Wear Red on May 15! 

 
Pentecost is the end of the Easter season, also known as the birthday of 
the church. The Apostles received the gift of the Holy Spirit on the first 
Pentecost. Jesus left them and they were afraid. The Holy Spirit is the third 
person of the Trinity—it is the LOVE poured out from the Father and the 
Son to the Apostles and to us. The Holy Spirit brought seven gifts—
wisdom, fortitude, knowledge, counsel, fear of God, understanding and 
piety. The Holy Spirit reassured them and reassures us that Jesus is always 
with us.  

 

We will also celebrate the Baptism of Heleena Ring at  
the 11 a.m. Pentecost worship, but first join us for a  
reception for Heleena at the 10 a.m. coffee hour in  
Halladay Hall.  

Wear your red! Let’s celebrate! 

“the story” 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS APPRECIATION DAY 
May 15 

 

The final Sunday of church school for children is Pentecost. We will sit 
with our Godly Play and Youth classes to witness the Baptism of Heleena 
Ring at worship. A big thank you to all of our school teachers! Each of 
you have faithfully prepared and delivered a message to our youth each 
Sunday. Your time and talents are very much appreciated as you guide 
and direct the children to follow Jesus. This is such an important ministry 
and without you it wouldn’t be possible. Also, a big thank you to Phil 
Warrenburg for leading our Adult Bible study. 

~ Deirdré Warrenburg, Education Coordinator 

 
We will recognize and thank our Christian Educators 
on May 15. Bring a card of thanks or ask your children 
to make a picture for their teachers. Our Christian  
educators are: Suzanne Bachman, Karen Cushing, 
Cheryl Faust, Susie Hooten, Marti Ramsey, Kristen Ring, 
and Phil & Deirdré Warrenburg. 
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Parish Life 

Holy Fire & Dry Bones: Pentecost as a Season of Renewal 
By the Rev. Whitney Rice, Priest-in-Charge  

 

In the month of May we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, one of the high holy days of the Church year.  
In the Anglican tradition, the other name for it is Whitsunday, which I rather like for what I hope are  
obvious reasons. My research reveals, however, that Whitsunday has nothing to do with celebrating 
Whitneys the world over. History is conflicted as to whether the Whit in Whitsunday comes from the root 
for white, as in the end of wearing Easter white, or wit as in w-i-t, to refer to the new holy knowledge 
imparted to the disciples with the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Regardless of the etymology, we do celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, the final and unexpected act 
of God following the Resurrection. It seems like the Resurrection would be enough.  I mean, it is jaw-
droppingly miraculous to know that Jesus arose from the dead and was once again alive and living with 
his disciples. But in order for the disciples to carry out their own ministry and make new disciples, they 
had to be pushed out of the nest, and this was accomplished by Jesus ascending to heaven. But Jesus 
knew that they weren’t quite able to accomplish their mission all on their own, and so he sent the Holy 
Spirit. I get the image of the disciples riding a new bike without training wheels for the first time, and  
Jesus running along behind and pushing them until they don’t notice that he’s let go and they’re riding 
on their own.   
 

As we all remember from that moment in our childhood of riding a bike on our own for 
the first time, the only thing keeping us balanced and moving forward is the belief that 
we’re supported and guided by that loving parent. The work of the Holy Spirit is much the 
same in our lives. We so often think that we are too small or weak to change the world 
with our ministries, and so we pray to the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us. The Spirit 
is faithful and helps us get underway. Only afterward are we able to see the ways in which 
our own gifts were as essential to the ministry as the presence of the Spirit. The Spirit could 
have accomplished anything on its own, but this ministry in this time and this place  
happened through one specific vessel, and it is shocking to sometimes realize that we are 
that vessel. 
 

I think the story of the Dry Bones is appropriate for Pentecost in an interesting way. Those of you who 
have been married for long years know what it’s like to get up every single day and make a new  
commitment to this person waking up next to you. You know what it’s like to look over your morning 
coffee at this person and want to choke him for putting his laundry near the hamper but not in the  
hamper every single time for not just years, but for decades. And in the same breath, as you pass her the 
sugar for her coffee, you pray for her day to be smooth, for her commute to work to be safe, for God to 
bring her home at the end of the day and to help you do something today to make her day better. That 
is what relationship, marriage or otherwise, is about. 
 

“The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones,” Ezekiel says. At Pentecost God sends us the Spirit, and the 
Spirit sets us down in the valley. Think about an important long term relationship in your life. It could be 
with your spouse, or with a parent or a child. What do you see as you look across the valley of this  
relationship? If you’re honest, you will see bones.  
 

You’ll see regrets and you’ll see cherished moments. You’ll see the times you’ve hurt each other, and 
you’ll see the times you laughed until you cried with joy and love. What are bones but witnesses to the 
past? And the bones of our relationships matter. They are the basis and foundation. When everything 
else has withered away—and every relationship has these moments, when it looks like we are going to 
break apart, the pain and the misunderstandings are too much and we are doing nothing but hurting   
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each other now. Every relationship has those moments, when all the life and breath and flesh seem to 
have died. When that happens, the bones remain. The bones, the love and the connection that are so 
true and so real that they can never fade away but instead lie waiting for us to come back and breathe 
life into them—they remain. It is up to us to decide whether it is worth starting again. 
 

And bear in mind that it is not always worth starting again. There are relationships in each of our lives, 
sometimes with spouses, that have died and must be left to rest in peace, so that new relationships may 
arise. We are not always called to the valley of the bones to witness resurrection. Sometimes we go there 
to pray and be quiet, to give thanks for what was, and to say goodbye, to let go and to move on. 
But at some time in our lives, in some relationship, be it friend or child or parent or spouse, we will be 
called to the valley of the bones to witness resurrection. We will look at the bones of this relationship and 
hear the voice of the Lord calling us to prophesy to these bones. What does it mean to prophesy? It does 
not mean, as we often think, to predict the future. It means to proclaim the promises of God, to speak the 
word of the Lord and believe in it. 
 

And the Word of the Lord is the Word of Life, of resurrection, of new birth, of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in fire and wind. “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.” 
On the day that you tossed your bouquet or brought your baby home from the hospital or looked up at 
your parent and saw a person for the first time, everything seemed new and fresh. Now, these many 
years later, things are new and fresh again, but not because they’ve stayed in a static state. Things are 
new and fresh because they have died and risen again, because our relationships have gone all the way 
down to the bones and then been lifted up with the breath of the Spirit again. Our life in Christ is at heart 
a story of resurrection. 
 

And one reason why it is so important to reflect on the cycles of our relationships with each other 
through life and to death and back to new life again, is that there is one relationship that lies beneath 
them all. And that is our relationship to God. When the Spirit brings you and sets you down in that valley, 
what bones do you see? Where are you with God right now? Are you cold and distant, wondering if you 
should just break up, feeling like your connection to God is as dry and brittle as bones bleached white in 
the sun?   
 

We all feel like that at various times in our lives, when the circumstances and the fear and the loss close 
in, even on a day like Pentecost when the Spirit is supposed to be so alive in our midst. But that may be 
the moment when resurrection is most possible, most imminent, most real. So I give you the words that 
open the door: “Hear, O mortal…Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word 
of the Lord. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live…
You shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”  

The 20th Vestry of St. Thomas (2016-2019) 
 

2017 ....................................................... Robin Kares, Jen Tullis 
2018 ............................................................................ Steve Faust 
2019 ............... Danny Bachman, Judith Mullinix, Jim Phillips 

 
 
 

   The Clergy, Staff and Officers of St. Thomas 

Bishop .............................. The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick  
Priest-in-Charge ................................... The Rev. Whitney Rice 
Archdeacon........................................ The. Ven. Ron Goldfarb 
Interim Organist ................................. Brother Steven Jamison 
Parish Administrator ....................................... Carol Macmillan 
Senior Warden ........................................................ Robin Kares 
Junior Warden ..................................................Danny Bachman 
Clerk ................................................................................ Jen Tullis 
Treasurer ................................................................ Marti Ramsey 
Assistant Treasurers ..........................Robin Kares, Eric Smith 

 

Vestry meets Tuesday, May 3, 7 p.m. 
 

Shared Ministry meeting is Saturday, 
May 14, 10am-noon at the Faust  
home (6922 White Pines Ct., Indpls.) 
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SUMMER MORNING PRAYER 

NEEDS A LEADER 
 
 
 

We have offered Summer morning prayer at 
8:30 a.m. the past couple years. Mike Ramsey is 
unable to lead this second lay-led Sunday service 
this year. If you are interested in leading this  
service, please talk to Whitney+ soon.  
 

The Holy Eucharist worship service is still  
offered at 11 a.m. during the summer months. 

 

Lemonade on the Lawn 
after Worship 
begins May 22 

 
Weather permitting we will have  
Lemonade on the Lawn after worship  
during the summer months instead of the 
usual coffee hour. If the weather is bad, 
we will have it in Halladay Hall. 
 
Please sign up to host on the bulletin 
board outside Whitney’s+ office to host 
one Sunday this summer. 

 

LADIES’ LUNCHEON AT EL ABUELO  
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 11:30 AM 

 

Yes, that means the 14th of May! Sign up on 
the bulletin board and note the number  
coming. We will meet at El Abuelo (989 S U.S 
Hwy 31 —located in the shopping strip at US 
31 & Tracy Road) at 11:30 a.m.  Please sign up 
by May 8.  

 
ROUND ROBIN: VICTORY FIELD OUTING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 6:30 PM 
 

For everyone—family & friends, too! Sign up 
by May 29.  Please put your name and the 
number of tickets needed. It is Two for  
Tuesday so tickets only cost $8/each. Meet 
Fran Thompson at the Victory Field front  
entrance on West Street to get your tickets 
and pay her. Questions? Call Fran Thompson 
at 535-4897.  The  
Indians are playing the 
Pawtucket PawSox that 
day. 

 

Congratulations are in order! 
 

Suzanne Bachman is Teacher of the Year 
at Washington Irving School! 

 
Maggie Doty & Jim Lewis  

on their engagement! 
 

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN 
New Preventing Bullying Module 

 

All clergy, Vestry, employees, key holders, and 
all  who work with children are required to 
take the Safeguarding Online training every 3 
years. There is also a new module everyone 
needs to take entitled, “Preventing Bullying.” 
Please complete training by the end of 2016. 
 

Check with Carol to get your Safeguarding 
status and/or your log-in and password to log 
into the website: safeguardingonline.org.  
 

We recently updated the St. Thomas Key Log. 
It is on the Church News Bulletin Board. 
Please check to see if your name is on the list if 
you have a key. If it isn't, please contact Carol 
in the office: email stthomasepis@aol.com; or 
call 317-535-8985. Key holder’s Safeguarding 
status is noted on this list, as well. 
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Dear Friends at St. Thomas, 
Your thoughtfulness meant so very much! It has 
been indeed an honor to serve you as your  
deacon. I have especially enjoyed seeing the 
growth in the church that has included more 
kids! Keep on keepin’ on and know that you will 
all be prayed for—everyday! 
 Peace & Love, Ron+ 
 

I want to thank everyone for their cards, emails, 
phone calls and gifts during Admin. Professional 
Week. My office looks like the florist shop! I feel 
very appreciated and feel blessed to work at St. 
Thomas. 
 Peace & blessings, 
 Carol Macmillan 
 

Note & donation from +Bishop Cate:  
Enclosed please find my check, which represents 
a portion of my tithe. I choose to give to parishes 
and ministries as a way to encourage others to 
consider percentage giving when making 
pledges. Please use it in whatever faithful way 
you choose. (The full letter is posted on the 
church bulletin board.) 

 

SEND ANGEL TREE & 
CASA CHILDREN 

TO CAMP JAMESON 
 

The children who most need a respite from the 
worries in their daily lives cannot afford to go to 
summer camp. Camp Jameson provides them 
with a week of camaraderie with other children 
in need. The camp promotes social & emotional 
growth, and fun. Please donate whatever you 
can by June 26. Make checks payable to  
St. Thomas and put ‘camp’ in the memo line.  
 

Questions? Contact Ann Kieffer at  
215-4605; awknj@yahoo.com. 

 
ST. THOMAS CLINIC NEWS 
 

Thanks to all who participated in our  
Volunteer Celebration last month. We  
had a blast! 
 

The Clinic will be open every Wednesday 
in May, as well as on Saturday, May 7. 

 

We are beginning Breast Health &  
Prostate Care check ups every other 
month on the last Wednesday each 
month in collaboration with the 
County Board of Health. In May, 

we will have a Breast Health Day on 
May 25. On June 29, we will have 
the Prostate Care Day. Call 535-6057 
to schedule an appointment. 
 

Support the Clinic while you shop! Link 
your Kroger Card to our Clinic Non-profit 
number: 85628 via their website: 
Krogercommunityrewards.com or stop by 
the Kroger Customer Service Desk. The 
Clinic earned $427.81 in the first quarter of 
2016 from Kroger shoppers! Thank you! 
 

Terresa Branham, Interim Clinic Director 
317-535-607 
stthomasclinic@aol.com 
Visit us on Facebook! 

 

MAY FORUMS @ 10 am 
 

Sunday, May 1 
Sermon Forum 

The Rev. Whitney Rice 
 

Sunday, May 8 
Journey of a Lifetime 

Phil Warrenburg 
 

There are no Forums during the  
summer months. 
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  Sun   Mon     Tue     Wed     Thu     Fri     Sat 

1 
Sermon Forum 
10am   

Holy Eucharist 
11am   

2 
  
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
6pm 

3 
 
 
 
 
Vestry 7pm 

4 
Clinic Open 

5 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 

6 
 
 
 

7 
Clinic Open 
 

 

8 
Bible Study 
10am   

Holy Eucharist 
11am   
 
 

 

 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 

 

10 

 
 
 
 

 

11 
Clinic Open 
 
 

 
 

12 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

13 

 

14 

 

Vestry &  
St. Luke’s 
Faust Home 
10am  
 

Ladies’ Lunch 
11:30am 
 

15 
BAPTISM 
PARTY 10am 
PENTECOST 
WORSHIP 
& Teacher 
Appreciation 
11am 
Wear Red! 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts  
7pm 

17 
 

 
 
 

 

18 
Clinic Open 
 

19 

 

 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 

20 
 

 
 

Deadline 

21 
IAC 10am 

 
 

22 
 

Holy Eucharist 
11am 
Lemonade 
on the Lawn 
Noon  
   
 

 

23 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Boy Scouts  
7pm 

24 
 

 
 
 
 

 

25 
Clinic Open 
 
 

 
 

     
 

 

26 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 

 

29 
 

Holy Eucharist 
11am 
Lemonade 
on the Lawn 
Noon  

30 
MEMORIAL 
DAY 
 
 
 

 
Office closed 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MONTHLY MINISTRIES FOR MAY 
 

Sign Changer Robin Kares 
Labryrinth Mower Mike Ramsey 
Flower Beds Needed 
 

Thank you! 

 



 

 MAY 1 MAY 8 MAY 15 MAY 22 MAY 29 

PROPER Year C, 
Sixth Sunday 
of Easter 

Year C, 
Seventh Sunday 
of Easter 

Year C, 
PENTECOST 

Year C, 
TRINITY 
SUNDAY 

Year C, 
Second Sunday after 
Pentecost 

LESSON Acts 16:9-15 Acts 16:16-34 Acts 2:1-21 Proverbs 8:1-4, 
22-31 

1 Kings 18:20-39 

PSALM 67 97 104:25-35, 37 8 96 

EPISTLE Revelation 21:10, 
22-22:5 

Revelation 22:12-14, 
16-17, 20-21 

Romans 8:14-17 Romans 5:1-5 Galatians 1:1-12 

GOSPEL John 14:23-29 John 17:20-26 
 

John 14:8-17, 25-27 John 16:12-15 Luke 7:1-10 

WORSHIP 
LEADERS 

     

CLERGY The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney  
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

The Rev. Whitney 
Rice 

MUSIC MINISTRY Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison Br. Steven Jamison 

GODLY PLAY 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Kristen Ring 
 

Marti Ramsey 

Karen Cushing 
 

Cheryl Faust 

Classes will sit 
together in  
Worship 

No classes 
over the summer 

Classes will  
resume September 

ALTAR GUILD Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Marti Ramsey Karen Smith  

ALTAR FLOWERS For the Glory 
of God 

For the Glory 
of God 

For the Baptism 
Of Heleen Ring 

For the Glory 
of God 

For the Glory 
of God 

BREAD MINISTRY Wilma McDermott Jen Tullis Jen Tullis Laura Skimina Laura Skimina 

HOSPITALITY 
TEAM  

Candace Phillips 
Jacob Phillips 

Wilma McDermott 
Judith Mullinix 

Candace Phillips 
Jacob Phillips 

Marikay Kapke 
Dave Buchholz 

Steve and Cheryl 
Faust 

SERVERS 
 

Ann Kieffer Danny Bachman Ann Kieffer Isaac B. Reid S. 

READERS Ann Kieffer 
Elspeth Mirchandani 

Paul Jump 
Judith Mullinix 

Jim Phillips 
Mike Ramsey 

Isaac B. 
Dave Buchholz 

Karen Smith 
Paula Sites 

EUCHARISTIC  
MINISTERS  

Marta Pincheira Deirdré Warrenburg Judith Mullinix 
Mike Ramsey 

Ann Kieffer Cheryl Faust 

COUNTERS Danny Bachman 
Judith Mullinix 

Robin Kares 
Steve Faust 

Jim Phillips 
Jen Tullis 

Judith Mullinix 
Danny Bachman 

Robin Kares 
Jen Tullis 

COFFEE  
LEMONADE HOST 

  Marti Ramsey Lemonade on 
the Lawn begins 

Lemonade on 
the Lawn  

PANERA PICK UP Wilma McDermott Dave Buchholz   Warrenburg 

MOWERS Mike Ramsey Danny Bachman Steve Faust Darrell Faust Phil McIver 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

600 Paul Hand Boulevard 

Franklin, IN 46131-6922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Is your name missing from Celebrations? 
If so, that’s because we don’t have your 
information in the database. Send updates 
to stthomasepis@aol.com; 317-535-8985. 

Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9am to 1 pm 
Sundays: Worship at 11 am 
Phone:  317-535-8985 
Fax:  317-535-0261 
Email:  stthomasepis@aol.com 
Website:  stthomasfranklin.org 
Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN 
Twitter:  @StthomasfrankIN 
 

All are Welcome! No Exceptions! 

 

MAY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays 

 
  3 David Miller 
  5 Maggie Merriman 
10  Phyllis Pavey 
11  Joshua Tullis 
16  Karen Cushing 
26  Lucy Lukas 
 Sandy Moffett 
31 Steve Faust 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

   1 Ashley Bachman 
 David Miller 
   9 Gavin Anderson 
  15 Heleena Ring 
  16 Phyllis Pavey  
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

19  Mike & Marti Ramsey 
22 Paul & Dee Jump 
23 Phil & Deirdré Warrenburg 
27 Dave & Pamela Buchholz 

 

 
 


