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All are Welcome
No Exceptions!

Fun Fest to Benefit St. Thomas Clinic
Saturday, Sept. 13, 8am to 3 pm

Keep a personal and
community discipline of
prayer and study

“Carl” (not his real name) is a regular at the Clinic after injuring his arm, leg and back
from a work fall two years ago. The company ‘let him go’ with a $5,000 severance. A
lawyer has taken on his case to get him the disability benefits and settlement he is
entitled to get. In the meantime, he is homeless living out of his van. He never dreamt
he would be in this position. He never married nor had children, and both his parents
have died. In fact, when his mother died last year, he inherited her cat. He actually
took the cat to the shelter but he just couldn’t leave her there. There is no family or
support network for Carl. He came to the St. Thomas Clinic and found more than
medical help. They helped him sign up for food stamps and fill out paperwork to
qualify for a free phone. He met with Whitney+ who gave him some gas money. He
doesn’t know where he’d be without the help.

Proclaim the Good News
of Jesus Christ by
promoting justice, peace,
and love

This is only one story of hundreds of stories. The St. Thomas Clinic, now in it’s 19th
year of operation, is a symphony of medical professionals, volunteers, administrators
and fundraisers that coordinate hundreds of details each week to serve God’s people
in need.

Nurture God’s people as
we grow in Christ

The proceeds from this year’s FUN FEST will benefit the St. Thomas Clinic. It
takes a lot of fundraisers and grants to fully fund the work of the clinic. Please do what
you can to support this year’s Fun Fest. How can you help?

Live with thanksgiving,
wonder, and openness to
God’s love

Rummage Sale: Bring your rummage to the mower barn and mark your items with
your best guess garage sale price. Need larger items picked up? Call Phil McIver at
345-6688. Steve & Fran Poropatic and Wilma McDermott are Rummage Sale Chairs.

St. Thomas Episcopal
Church accepts
all people and
we commit to:
Celebrate the Eucharist
regularly

Restore all people to
unity with God and each
other

Food: Contact Deirdré Warrenburg to help serve, grill, set-up or clean up. Desserts
are needed for the Bake Sale. Bring items the morning of the Fun Fest or contact
Deirdré (736-9043) if delivery is not possible.
Sign Up to Work: Every area needs workers. Sign up on the
bulletin board to work a shift with games, food, parking, etc.;
or we’ll assign you to an area if you have no preference.
Get the Word Out: Take a flyer from church and post it up
somewhere (beauty salon, store, library, etc.) or take a small
Fun Fest card and invite someone to attend.
Deacon Ron Goldfarb & Phil McIver
Fun Fest Co-Chairs
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Words from Whitney+
By The Rev. Whitney Rice, Priest in Charge

What We Learned at the Evangelism Workshop
On Saturday, August 23, we at St. Thomas had the opportunity to host the entire Diocese at an Evangelism Workshop
facilitated by The Rev. Canon Bruce Gray called “Pathways: Growing the Church.” Forty-four people attended from
across the diocese. We had a great contingent from St. Luke’s and St. Thomas here. We especially thank Marti & Mike
Ramsey for their logistical support including organizing lunch!
On Sunday, September 14 at 10 a.m., you will have the opportunity to hear from your fellow
congregants who attended the workshop what they learned, and together we will brainstorm
ideas for next steps in church growth at St. Thomas. For now, I will share with you some of the
highlights of Canon Gray’s teaching.
Canon Gray urges us first to begin with the theological underpinning for church growth and
evangelism. Why are we really doing this? If it’s for the money—i.e. more people in the pews
equals more pledges in the plate—we are quite literally spiritually bankrupt. We are trying to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ because there are people out there who need the healing
and invigorating love of God in their lives. We want to share with others the grace so freely given to us.
Canon Gray also cautioned us to be wary of what he calls “vampire evangelism” better known as “getting some new
blood into the church.” We are not here to use people. If our leaders are tired and worn out, we need to examine:
1. Why they are tired and worn out.
2. How can we create a climate that nurtures and renews people spiritually while they are giving of themselves.
3. What if anything we need to cut back on or throw overboard.
As Canon Gray encouraged us, we need to be investing in a deliberately created and cultivated spiritual climate, not
trying to prove our worth either by being busy with the most programs or judging our success by the growth or decline
of our membership numbers. All evangelism strategies are just window dressing—it’s up to us to prioritize St. Thomas
being a place of rich spirituality leading to compassionate, ethical engagement with the world. We are disciples of Jesus
Christ, first and foremost. Everything else we do should flow from that.
Next Canon Gray provided some helpful and thought-provoking context to our evangelism. Many of us were surprised
at some of the research that went against conventional wisdom. For example, 93% of Americans say they believe in
God. 38% of them say they go to church, while only 28% of them actually attend on a regular basis. That leaves a very
wide margin of people for us to reach out to who believe in God but are not active in a church! He said that the research shows that the post-World War II growth in the mainline churches was due more to birthrate than any kind of
golden age of the church, and the post-1960s decline is for the same reason—we don’t have to feel so guilty for our
numbers going down! (This birthrate cycle that the mainline churches went through is now affecting the mega
churches, who went through their boom years in the 1990s and are now experiencing membership decline.)
But that doesn’t mean we should be complacent. Without birthrates in our favor,
we have to be more proactive than ever in showing the world what the Episcopal
Church stands for. The Episcopal Church is not easily recognizable to most
Americans, not like the Baptists or the Mormons or the Roman Catholics. We
have a tremendous amount to offer—things like women’s ordination and lay
leadership, GLBT rights, and other progressive social justice ministries that appeal
to both the 1960s rebel Boomers and their kids, the Millennials who are not interested in church unless it offers them
concrete ways to experientially contribute to their communities.
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Where two or more are gathered...
REVELATIONS BIBLE STUDY
Join us the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at
7 p.m. when we begin a 14 week study
“The Book of Revelation: Visions of
the Church in Crisis” of the Kerygma
Series. The study guide is $20. Funds
are available if needed. Bring your Bible, a snack to
share and a desire to discuss the readings. Contact
Marikay Kapke, Judy Thompson, Steve Faust or Cheryl
Faust for more information.
YOUTH WORSHIP LEADERS
Give the gift of your time and energy to our youth
during worship—to help them understand the Word
of God at their level (K-6). We’d like to have four
leaders so the time commitment is only once a month.
Come share your faith with our youth! Contact Elyssa
Everling (eeverling@live.com; 457-6754) to volunteer.
BENEDICTINE GROUP
The group will meet the second Monday of the month
due to Labor Day. See you September 8 at 10 am in
Halladay Hall. New members are always welcome. See
Judy Thompson for more information about the
Benedictine Group.
SPIRITUALITY IN FELLOWSHIP
St. Thomas’ Round Robin and Ladies’ Lunch
Fellowship activities begin again this month. They are
on alternating months. Round Robin events are open
to all adults—periodically some are family functions.
Ladies’ Luncheons are open to any woman. These
activities are a great way to get acquainted with other
church members and visitors, and have fun.
September begins with:
Ladies’ Lunch
at Zarahakos Ice Cream Parlor
Saturday, September 20 at noon.
Sign up and directions are on the bulletin
board. Questions? Contact Fran Thompson.

WELCOME TO MARY BARRETT,
NEW ORGANIST & CHOIR DIRECTOR!
We are blessed to welcome Mary
Barrett of Greenwood to our ministry
team! She has extensive experience in
directing choirs and playing the organ
piano, and guitar in Roman Catholic and
United Methodist churches. She
currently also directs the choir for the
Sunday evening Vespers service at Franklin United
Methodist Community. Her first Sunday is Sept. 7.
Please make her very welcome.
THE CHOIR MOVES DOWNSTAIRS—
YOUR VOICE WANTED!
This autumn with our new choir director on board, the
choir will move from the loft to the floor of the nave so
our members will not have to navigate the stairs. Have
you sung in a choir before? Have you never sung in a
choir but are curious and love to sing? We need your
voice! Join our gifted and faithful choir members along
with our new director to grow this important ministry at
St. Thomas. Talk to Whitney+ or Mary if you are interested in participating.
Words from Whitney+

(continued)

One of the eternal strengths of the Episcopal Church
is that it offers a strong foundation of well-thought
out theology, based on scripture, tradition and reason,
but there is also a tremendous amount of theological
freedom for exploration in our church. No one asks
you to sign on the dotted line to a statement of belief
to be an Episcopalian. We teach and form people
according to a rich tradition of theology based in the
Nicene Creed, but then we encourage them to explore
and discover how God is acting in their lives and
nurture their own spiritual formation in interesting
new directions. The Episcopal Church practices
theologically grounded religion partnered with
individual freedom in spirituality—a combination that
is rich with opportunity to welcome in the skeptical,
the wounded, the curious, and hungry souls of all
kinds. But it’s up to us to let people know about it.
Join us on September 14 at 10 a.m. to learn more
about the practical strategies for church growth
that we learned from Canon Gray and we’ll come
up with more of our own together.
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Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to
one of these brothers of mine, even the least of
them, you did it to me.
~ Matthew 25:40

ST. THOMAS CLINIC FUNDRAISERS
Mark your calendars with these fundraisers for the
clinic! Fun, food and music for you to enjoy and the
clinic benefits, too.
Sept. 13
St. Thomas Fun Fest - see page 1.
Sept. 21-23 Bob Evans on Sheek Rd. Greenwood
15% to clinic; coupon required
(coupon below)
Sept. 27
Gospel Music Concert-Mike Tetrick
Edinburgh; free will offering

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
FOR COMMUNITY MEALS
Did you know you can get a free meal every
day of the week at area churches except
Wednesdays? This is such a blessing to so
many in our community. There will be an Ice
Cream Social at Under the Sun Café on
Sunday, Sept. 7, 2-5 p.m. The café is located
at 250 N. US 31 in Whiteland. Take the family
out for some ice cream and help fund the
community meal program.
INTERCHURCH FOOD PANTRY
OF JOHNSON COUNTY
City Barbecue will give the food panty
25% of all proceeds purchased on
Sunday, Sept. 14. Pick up a flyer in the
foyer and present it with your order.
Good for dine in or take out.
The Interchurch Food Pantry is also in great need of
plastic bags, cereal, soup, peanut butter, jelly, canned
chili and beef stew. The pantry is now open every
Saturday, 9-11 a.m. in addition to Monday-Friday,
noon to 3 p.m. and Tuesday evenings,
6-8 p.m. More info at: www.pantryjc.org
HUNGER, INC. BENEFIT CONCERT
You are invited to an evening of
music with at Mallow Run Winery
on Wednesday, Sept. 24 at
7 p.m. featuring The Originals
from Nashville, TN. All proceeds
will benefit Hunger, Inc. Food
Pantry. Dennis & Judy Thompson volunteer there.
Tickets are $20 available from the Thompsons or at
the winery. Children 10 +under are free.
OLD SHEETS, BLANKETS & TOWELS?
Here’s a good recycling idea from
Susie Hooten: She recently donated
old sheets, blankets and towels to
the local animal shelter. They were
very happy to get them.
Happiness is a warm puppy!
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Other Opportunities

With your support, over 2,300 students started school with a
book bag full of supplies. Thank you for your generous
donations to Johnson County Fast Track 2014!
Lori Adams, Program Coordinator
& Fast Track Advisory Committee
Dear Church Friends,
Your continued support through donations is greatly
appreciated! The stories and reasons for families seeking
help vary but they share an overwhelming appreciation. On
behalf of them, we offer heartfelt thanks.
Carol Phipps, Co-Pantry Manager
Interchurch Food Pantry
Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to the new
mower at St. Thomas. The mowers say it is a great machine.
We have received $2,068 toward our of goal of $3,100—the
cost of the new mower minus our trade-in. If you would like
to contribute, make your check payable to St. Thomas and
put “for mower” in the memo line.
Marti Ramsey, Treasurer
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Thank you, St. Thomas, for the delightful summer I have
had with you! I've enjoyed very much doing your music,
teaching the children, and working with the guitarists!
Blessings, Janelda Barnett
WWW.SAFEGUARDING.ORG
If the last time you took training was in 2011, you are
due for a refresher course. If it has been longer than that
you will need to take the entire series. If you are not
sure, check with Carol. She has records of training dates.
If you already have your username and password, just go
to www.safeguardingonline.org. If you need your log in,
contact Carol Macmillan in the office at 535-8985.

Festival of Faiths
The Center for Interfaith Cooperation will celebrate
all faiths on Sunday, September 7, 1-5 pm outside
the Veterans Memorial Plaza and inside the War
Memorial downtown Indianapolis. There will be
prayer, sacred art, song, dance, as well as family and
youth activities. The event is free and open to all.
The Holy Shroud of Turin Exhibit
A replica, an actual sized transparency of the Shroud
of Turin will be on exhibit at Holy Trinity Catholic
Church in Edinburgh September 14-18. Times vary.
There is also a life-size replica of the Crucifixion, as
well as over 100 photos, charts and forensic results of
the Shroud. Visit hthilltop.weconnect.com for more
information and directions. Children under 12 must be
accompanied by an adult.
HOPE RIDE 2014 is a bicycle ride on
Saturday, Sept. 20 with options of riding 13, 25,
50, 75 or 100 miles around Hope, Indiana. When
registering at www.hoperide.org be sure to select
“Registering as part of a team” and then choose
Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County.
Spread the word to all your biker friends.
EWM FALL RETREAT: September 26-28 at
Waycross Conference Center : Unclutter Your Life—
“Jesus promised in John 10 that abundant life results
from listening to the Good Shepherd and following
Him. The retreat will equip you to run away from the
clutter and live more abundantly.” ~ Shawna Bryant,
presenter. See the bulletin board for more information
and registration forms. ~ Pam Saenz, Worship Chair
NAMI Indiana is offering Mental Health First Aid
course. The course is intended to help people be first
responders to those in mental health crisis. It is not
treating them, but being able to support and refer
them. This one day offering will be held twice:
October 21 and November 18. You can find more
information at: www.namiindiana.org.
177th Diocesan Convention will take place in
Muncie on October 23-25. Our St. Thomas delegates
are Pam Saenz and Ann Kieffer. This year’s theme is
“Holy Currencies.” Visit the Diocesan website at
indydio.org for full convention information and the
schedule.
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Sun

7
Education &
Fellowship
10 am

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Boy Scouts
7 pm

Clinic Evening
Clinic
Steering
Committee

10

11

12

13

8

Benedictine
Group

9

15

16

Education &
Fellowship
10 am
Community
Night 6:30 pm

Holy Eucharist
11 am

21

22

Education &
Fellowship
10 am
Holy Eucharist
11 am

28

23

First Day of Fall

Clinic Evening

29

30

Education &
Fellowship
10 am
Holy Eucharist
11 am

Clinic Open

10 am

Holy Eucharist
11 am

14

Clinic Open

Clinic Evening

Council on
Diaconate
5:30 pm

Boy Scouts
7 pm

Bible Study
7 pm

17

18

Clinic Open

Boy Scouts
7 pm

Vestry Meeting
7 pm

24

25

Boy Scouts
7 pm

Bible Study
7 pm

Clinic Open

1

OCTOBER

Clinic Open

2

FUN
FEST
19

Newsletter
Deadline

20
Ladies’ Lunch
Zarahakos
Ice Cream
Parlor

26

27

3

4
Barktober Fest
St. Luke’s
Blessing of
Animals-noon

September 2014 Worship Schedule
SEPTEMBER 7

SEPTEMBER 14
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SEPTEMBER 21

SEPTEMBER 28

OCTOBER 5

PROPER

Year A, Thirteenth
Year A, Fourteenth
Sunday after Pentecost, Sunday After
Proper 18
Pentecost,
Proper 19

Year A, Fifthteenth
Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 20

Year A, Sixteenth
Sunday after
Pentecost, Proper 21

Year A, Seventeenth
after Pentecost,
Proper 22

LESSON

Exodus 12:1-14

Exodus 14:19-31

Exodus 16:2-15

Exodus 17:1-7

Exodus 20:1-4,
7-9, 12-20

PSALM

149

114

105:1-6, 37-45

78:1-4, 12-16

19

EPISTLE

Romans 13:8-14

Romans 14:1-12

Philippians 1:21-30

Philippians 2:1-13

Philippians 3:4b-14

GOSPEL

Matthew 18:15-20

Matthew 18:21-35

Matthew 20:1-16

Matthew 21:23-32

Matthew 21:33-46

WORSHIP
LEADERS
CLERGY

The Rev. Whitney Rice, The Rev. Whitney
The Rev. Ron
Rice, The Rev. Ron
Goldfarb
Goldfarb

The Rev. Whitney
Rice, The Rev. Ron
Goldfarb

The Rev. Whitney
Rice, The Rev. Ron
Goldfarb

The Rev. Whitney
Rice, The Rev. Ron
Goldfarb

MUSIC MINISTRY

Mary Barrett

Mary Barrett

Mary Barrett

Mary Barrett

Mary Barrett

MOWERS

Steve Faust

Phil McIver

Mike Ramsey

Don Thompson

Danny Bachman

ALTAR GUILD

Marti Ramsey

Marna Poindexter
Marti Ramsey

Judith Mullinix

ALTAR FLOWERS

Glory of God

Judith Mullinix

Ray & Susie
Hooten

Glory of God

D & F Thompson
Bachmans

BREAD MINISTRY

Jen Tullis

Elyssa Everling

Elyssa Everling

Laura Skimina

Laura Skimina

HOSPITALITY
TEAM

Steve Faust
Cheryl Faust

Dave Buchholz
Ann Kieffer

Marikay Kapke
Judith Mullinix

Ann Kieffer
Wilma McDermott

Steve Faust
Cheryl Faust

SERVERS

Dave Buchholz
Isaac B.

Tel’Lee Clark
Ann Kieffer

Laura Skimina
Paul S.

Tel’Lee Clark
Gavin A. Reid S.

Dave Buchholz
Isaac B.

READERS

Dave Buchholz
Cheryl Faust

Pam Saenz
Mike Ramsey

Ann Kieffer
Karen Smith

Don Thompson
Paul Jump

Judith Mullinix
Dave Buchholz

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

Deirdré Warrenburg

Mike Ramsey

Marta Pincheira

Cheryl Faust

Judith Mullinix

COUNTERS

Robin Kares
Pam Saenz

Dave Buchholz
Mike Ramsey

Jen Tullis
Marikay Kapke

Danny Bachman
Pam Saenz

Laura Skimina
Robin Kares

COFFEE HOSTS
Please sign up.
YOUTH WORSHIP

Pam Saenz
Elyssa Everling

Judith Mullinix

Steve & Cheryl
Faust

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
600 Paul Hand Boulevard
Franklin, IN 46131-6922

Everyone is

here!
No exceptions!

SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS
5
7
12
16
23
26
27
28

Birthdays

Elspeth Mirchandani
Rachel Buchholz
Danny Bachman
Elyssa Everling
Bonnie Johnson
Marilyn Thompson
Laura Skimina
Tanya Miller
Deirdré Warrenburg

1
8
10
18
21
23
26

Baptisms

Steve Faust
Maggie Merriman
Mark Anderson
Terry Sanders
Erin Warrenburg
Shelli Anderson
Carol McIver
Shirley Beck

13
15
18

Anniversaries

Danny & Ashley Bachman
Gavin & Maggie Merriman
Ed & Marilyn Thompson

Is your name missing from the Celebrations section? If so, that’s because we don’t have all your information in the database.
Please submit your birthday, anniversary, and baptism dates to stthomasepis@aol.com or by calling 317-535-8985.
The Clergy, Staff and Officers of St. Thomas
Bishop ............................. The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick
Priest-in-Charge ................................... The Rev. Whitney Rice
Deacon ................................................ The. Rev. Ron Goldfarb
Organist/Choir Director ...................................... Mary Barrett
Parish Administrator....................................... Carol Macmillan
Senior Warden ....................................................... Mike Ramsey
Junior Warden.................................................. Danny Bachman
Clerk ...................................................................... Laura Skimina
Treasurer ................................................................ Marti Ramsey
Assistant Treasurers .......................... Robin Kares, Eric Smith

The 18th Vestry of St. Thomas (2014-2015)
2015 ................. Danny Bachman, Pam Saenz, Laura Skimina
2016 ............ David Buchholz, Marikay Kapke, Mike Ramsey
2017 ......................... Elyssa Everling, Robin Kares, Jen Tullis
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am to 1 pm
Phone:
317-535-8985
Fax:
317-535-0261
Email:
stthomasepis@aol.com
Online:
stthomasfranklin.org
Facebook:
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN

