
 

   

 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Proper 27 
 

12 November 2017 
10 a.m. 

 

We welcome our guests and visitors.  
We invite you to worship with us regularly and to participate in our activities.  

 
The Prelude 
 
 
The Processional Hymn  
The people stand.  
  Once he came in blessing Hymnal 53 
   Gottes Sohn ist kommen 

 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Collect for Purity  
 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
accepts all people  
and we commit to 

 

Celebrate the Eucharist  
regularly 

 

Keep a personal and       
community discipline of prayer 

and study 
 

Proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ by promoting  

justice, peace, and love 
 

Nurture God’s people as we 
grow in Christ 

 

Live with thanksgiving,    
wonder, and openness  

to God’s love 
 

Restore all people to unity with 
God and each other 

St. Thomas is a parish in 
good standing in the  
Episcopal Diocese of  

Indianapolis  
and the worldwide  

Anglican Communion. 
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The Gloria  All glory be to God on high  Hymnal 421 
   Allein Gott in der Höh  

The Salutation  
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify  
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made 
like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

The people sit. 
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The First Lesson: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 A Reading from the Book of Joshua 

 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the 
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all 
the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons 
Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father 
Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his  
offspring many. 
 
“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the  
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if you 
are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your  
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 
living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
 
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other 
gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all 
the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove 
out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 
the LORD, for he is our God.” 
 
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous 
God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve  
foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” 
And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the people, 
“You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they 
said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and  
incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our 
God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, 
and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. 
  
Reader       Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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The Psalm  Attendite, popule  78:1-7 Page 694 BCP  

The psalm is prayed in unison. 
 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments; 

 

 
 
The Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together 
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore  
encourage one another with these words.  
 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Acclamation           Norah Duncan 
All stand. 

 
 
The Gospel:  Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As 

the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 

shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up 

and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 

going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go 

to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 

and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later 

the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I 

do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The people sit. 
 
 
 

The Sermon                                                                          The Very Rev. Robert Giannini 
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the message. 
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The people stand. 
The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one  
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We  
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 

The Celebrant invites our prayers.  
 
Celebrant: With all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind, let us pray to God for the 
common good of the whole human family.                      
 
Lector: God, thank you for your creation; for clear blue skies, for beautiful flowers, soaring trees and 
quiet streams. 
Your creation inspires us on our journey to greater generosity, O God. 
 
God, thank you for your abundance; for the rain that flows to your lakes and oceans, providing 
homes for the fish and water to the fields and orchards that provide sustenance to your people. 
Your abundance empowers us on our journey to greater generosity, O God. 
 
God thank you for those who serve your Holy Church, especially ________________ and all men 
and women, young and old, in ministries of charity and service that build up the Kingdom of God. 
May they be the hands and feet, eyes and voice of Jesus Christ to guide us along our journey, we 
pray: 
Be with us on our journey to greater generosity, O God. 
 
God, keep us ever mindful of our need to honor you through the wise stewardship of your  
creation., we pray: 
Be with us on our journey to greater generosity, O God. 
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As you watch over us, help us to help those less fortunate; the homeless, the sick, the children, the 
aged, the poor, especially ________________ that the Good Shepherd may give them courage and 
lead them beside the restful waters of healing and peace, we pray: 
Be with us on our journey to greater generosity, O God. 
 

God, inspire the leaders of the nations to stem the tides of war, oppression and greed, we pray: 
Be with us on our journey to greater generosity, O God. 
 

For our dear ones who have died, that they may be where Jesus has gone before us, safe in the 
place he has prepared for them, rejoicing in his love and resurrection, we pray: 
Be with us on our journey to greater generosity, O God. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A brief period of silence is kept. 
 

Presider and People recite: 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
The clergy and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Liturgy of  the Table 
 
The Offertory 
 
The Offertory Hymn Rejoice! Rejoice, believers Hymnal 68 
   Llangloffan 
 

The Doxology at Presentation of Monetary Gifts & 2018 Pledges  
The people stand as the alms and oblations are brought forward. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Rite II, Prayer A BCP, p. 361 
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The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People        We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father  
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
 

The Sanctus              Holy, holy, holy Lord             Hymnal S125 
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words con-
cerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiv-
ing. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction Anthem               
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The Invitation to Communion 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
All people are welcome at God’s Holy Table. To receive the Body of Christ, cup your hands to receive the bread. To 
receive the Blood of Christ, either guide the chalice to your lips or dip your bread in the wine. To receive a blessing 
instead of partaking in the Body and Blood of Christ, cross your arms over your chest. 
 

The Communion Hymn     I, the Lord of sea and sky WLP 812 
  Daniel L. Schutte 
 

The Sending Out of Lay Eucharistic Visitors (when applicable)  
 

Celebrant We send you out to share our Eucharist today with ______________. 
People  May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s 
  presence. 
Celebrant May they be strengthened and encouraged in the community we have together in 
  our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
The People join in saying this prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
May Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain  
with you for ever. Amen. 
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The Recessional Hymn  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates  Hymnal 436 
  Truro   
  

The Parish Announcements 
 
 
The Dismissal  
  

Celebrant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
The Postlude 
 
 

Join us in Halladay Hall for coffee & fellowship. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

Today’s Altar flowers are in memory of Iris Savidge by Judith Mullinix. 

The 2017 sign-up is on the Sacristy board. The cost is $18 per vase. Specify 1 or 2 vases. 

 

Today’s Ministers 

Clergy: The Very Rev. Robert Giannini 

Music Ministry: Mallory Haney 

Godly Play: Suzanne Bachman 

Youth Class: Teresa Voorhees 

Altar Guild: Jen Tullis 

Bread Ministry: Elyssa Everling  

Hospitality Team: Steve & Cheryl Faust 

Server: Reid Smith 

Readers: Don Thompson Cheryl Faust 

Eucharistic Minister: Mike Ramsey 

Counters: Steve Faust, Jen Tullis 

Coffee Hosts: Mike & Marti Ramsey 

Panera Pick-Up: NEEDED 

 

 


