
 

   

We welcome our guests and newcomers.  
We invite you to worship with us regularly and  

to participate in our groups and activities.  
 
 

The Liturgy of  the Word 
 
The Processional Hymn   Hymnal 76 

 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry  Winchester New 

 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
The first week’s word was waiting, the second week’s word was 

hope, and the word for this third Sunday is PROMISES. 

 

All: 
Even as we light these three candles, the promised day of God is 
dawning. As we attempt to live our lives reflecting the promises we 
made at our Baptism, we are promised in scripture, “I am about to 
create a new heaven and a new earth;” the peaceable kingdom will 
become reality. 
  

   
The Opening Acclamation 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
   Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

   
 

600 Paul Hand Blvd. 
(C.R. 400 N.) 

Franklin, IN 46131-6922 
 

Phone:  
317-535-8985 

Fax:  
317-535-0261 

Email:  
stthomasepis@aol.com 

Website:   
   stthomasfranklin.org 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
accepts all people and we 

commit to 
 

Celebrate the Eucharist  
regularly 

 

Keep a personal and       
community discipline of prayer 

and study 
 

Proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ by promoting 
justice, peace, and love 

 

Nurture God’s people as we 
grow in Christ 

 

Live with thanksgiving,    
wonder, and openness to 

God’s love 
 

Restore all people to unity with 
God and each other 

St. Thomas is a parish in 
good standing in the  
Episcopal Diocese of  

Indianapolis  
and the worldwide  

Anglican Communion. 
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O come, O come, Emmanuel (Vs 5 & 6) Hymnal 56
  Veni, Veni Emmanuel 
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The Salutation 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely  
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through  
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
 
The people sit. 
 

The First Lesson:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
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I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Psalm  In convertendo  126 Page 782 BCP  

The psalm is prayed in unison. 
 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
"The LORD has done great things for them." 

4 The LORD has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
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The Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test eve-
rything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 
 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and 
he will do this. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation Hymnal 711 
All stand.  Seek Ye First 
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The Gospel:   John 1:6-8, 19-28 
  
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 
 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” 
He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the  
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been 
sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the  
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon The Rev. Canon Richard Halladay 
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the message. 
 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 
  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one    
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We              
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Celebrant: As we follow the star in the East toward the moment of our Savior’s birth, let us bring  
before him all the joy and all the pain in our hearts, knowing that he treasures them as worthy gifts.  
 
Lector: For the whole church, especially __________________ , that as we are summoned again to 
wake from sleep, to throw off the works of darkness and to put on the armor of light, we may  
respond with joy, we pray: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
For the prophets of our own day, especially those who suffer for justice, that they may have the 
faith in God which will see them through their time of trial, we pray:  
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
For the gift of patience with ourselves, with one another, and with our God; for the gift of  
graceful waiting during the slow process of growth and progress, we pray: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
For the inspiration to offer ourselves to God as willing servants like Mary and Joseph did, open to 
how God will mold, shape, and direct us to welcome our coming Savior, we pray: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
For those whose Advent is full of pain, illness, loneliness, hunger, and poverty,  
especially    ,  that we may be willing to reach out to them and assist them in 
their every need, we pray: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
For our faithful departed, who have set foot within the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem, that they 
may enjoy everlasting peace, we pray: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Celebrant: Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our supplications and prayers, and dispose the way 
of your servants towards the attainment of everlasting salvation; that, among all the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, we may ever be defended by your gracious and ready help, through  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Confession of Sin 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A brief period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant and People recite: 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The clergy and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
The Liturgy of  the Table 

 

The Offertory 
 

The Offertory Hymn  Watchman, tell us of the night Hymn 640 
   Aberystwyth 
 

The Doxology at Presentation of Monetary Gifts  
All sing. 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below! Praise God 

above, ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

 

The people stand as the alms and oblations are brought forward. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving, Rite II, Prayer B BCP, p. 367 
 

The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father  
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him 
of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we 
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

The Sanctus              Holy, holy, holy Lord             Hymnal S125 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have  
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the  
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Thomas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and  
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  
and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Presider 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  
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Fraction Anthem  S161 

 
 
The Invitation to Communion 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All people are welcome at God’s Holy Table. To receive the Body of Christ, cup your hands to receive the bread. To 
receive the Blood of Christ, either guide the chalice to your lips or dip your bread in the wine. To receive a blessing 
instead of partaking in the Body and Blood of Christ, cross your arms over your chest. 
 

The Communion Hymn     Taste and see WLP 764 
  James E. Moore, Jr. 
 
  
The Sending Out of Lay Eucharistic Visitors (when applicable)  
 

Celebrant We send you out to share our Eucharist today with ______________. 
People  May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s 
  presence. 
Celebrant May they be strengthened and encouraged in the community we have together in 
  our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Post-Communion Prayer 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
The People join in saying this prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son  
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 
 
 

The Dismissal Hymn         Blessed be the God of Israel Hymnal 444 
  Thornbury  
The Parish Announcements 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
The Postlude 
 

Join us in Halladay Hall after worship for Christmas crafts,  

fellowship & refreshments. 

 

 

Today’s Ministers  

Godly Play: Suzanne Bachman 

Youth Class: Jen Tullis  

Clergy: The Rev. Canon Richard Halladay 

Music Ministry: Mallory Haney 

Altar Guild: Elyssa Everling 

Bread: Kristen Ring  

Hospitality Team: Steve Faust, Ann Kieffer  

Server: Reid Smith  

Readers: Paula Sites, Marta Pincheira 

Eucharistic Minister: Marta Pincheira 

Coffee Hosts: Steve Faust, Jim Phillips 

Counters: Ishu & Elspeth Mirchandani 

Panera Pick-up: John & Cynthia Dozier 


