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The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

So far in this Advent season our words for each of the weeks have been wait-
ing, hope, and promises. This week’s word is LOVE. 

 

Light four candles. 

 

All: 

As we light all four candles on the Advent wreath, we look forward to Jesus, 

whose birth and coming again on Christmas Day is the embodiment of God’s 

love for the world. We are called in our Baptism to be bearers of this love in 

the world. 

 

Today scripture tells us, “She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins.” 
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Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

The Prelude Alleluia Sue Downs, organ 
  W.A. Mozart   

 

The Processional Hymn Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes Hymnal 72   
  Richmond 
 



4 

The Opening Acclamation 

Bishop  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Bishop  There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Bishop  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God, Creator of all. 

 

Bishop  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Bishop  Let us pray. 

 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 

Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 

providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world 

see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things 

which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought 

to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The people are seated. 

 

The Letter of Institution 

The Wardens and Rector stand near the Bishop.   

The Bishop states the purpose of the gathering; and concludes 
 

Bishop People of St. Thomas, you have reflected on your ministry and  

 discerned your choice for a new Rector. 

Wardens We have chosen and called Whitney Smith to be our Rector, and 

he has accepted. 

Bishop  I commend your choice and affirm this call 
 

The Letter of Institution is read. (BCP, p. 557) 

The Bishop continues 
 

Bishop Are you, the people of St. Thomas, ready to continue in your  

 ministry, with Whitney as your priest? 

People   We are. 

 

The Readings 
 

Paul Jump  Whitney, with this Bible we proclaim and hear God’s living Word. 

Paula Sites  Join us in the ministry of telling the Good News to the World. 

Lectors  

Rector  Amen. Let us hear again the Good News of salvation. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 7:10-16                                                                                                                       
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 

the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall  
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bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the 

time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 

kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Second Reading  Romans 1:1-7 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel  

of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy  

scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David  

according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according 

to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 

obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 

yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in 

Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

People stand 
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The Gradual Hymn Come, thou long expected Jesus Hymnal 66         
  Stuttgart 

The Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18-25 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 

to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 

man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her  

quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear  
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a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet: 

 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him  

 Emmanuel, 

 ’ which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital 

relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon  The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows 
 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Bishop Whitney; people of St. Thomas: in Holy Baptism we received full 

adoption through God’s grace and full empowerment for ministry 

through the Holy Spirit. Will you work together as partners in the 

mission of the Church, to reconcile all people to God through 

Christ? 

People    We will, with God’s help. 

Bishop The water of baptism signifies our eternal covenant with God. In 

it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his    

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.     

Therefore in joyful obedience to Christ, we bring into his            

fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. We 

pray you, O God, sanctify this water by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, that all who in baptism are cleansed from sin and born 

again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 
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Rector Let us renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by 

which we renounce Satan and all his works, and promise to serve 

God faithfully in God’s holy Catholic Church. 

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your  

commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People I do. 
 

The Bishop and Rector lead the congregation in the renewal of the Baptismal Covenant 

The Baptismal Covenant BCP, p. 304 

                                                                                             

Bishop May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and 

the Holy Spirit, bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, and 

called us to ministry in Jesus Christ, keep us in eternal life by his 

grace; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Bishop and Rector asperge the congregation  

with the blessed water from the baptismal font. 
 

Prayers for the Mission and Ministry of the Church 

 

Rector  Let us pray to our God that the Church may be renewed and 

 strengthened for its mission in our day and in this place. 

 

Robin Kares  Senior Warden 

 That our clergy and lay leaders may be good and wise, strong 

 and courageous, competent in their work, and faithful in their  

 witness, 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 
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Elyssa Everling Altar Guild 

  That our worship may inspire us to live during the week what we 

  pray together each Sunday. 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 

 

Karen Smith Finance 

  That our community may share its resources of time, talent, and 

  treasure, trusting that we have all we need to be the church God 

  has called us to be. 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 

 

Cynthia Dozier  Junior Warden 

  That our building and grounds may offer sacred space to support

  the ministries of the church and the needs of the community. 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 

 

Juanita Wahlberg Outreach  

  That our service in the community may be a sign of the  

  compassion and healing of Christ, and that we may honor the gifts 

  of those we serve share with us 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 

 

Jan Skopecek  Fellowship 

 That the bonds of affection may be built up among us and we may 

 be known as a place to truly belong. 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 

 

Chuck Nemeth Pastoral Care 

  That we may tend to one another as Christ tends to us, listening 

  and supporting one another in times of need. 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 
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Rachel Allen Evangelism 

  That we may have the courage to invite those outside our doors in 

  and the hospitality to offer what we have and receive what they 

  bring. 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 
 

Jim Alexander Education 

  That we will all be formed to know God more deeply. That the old 

  may dream dreams, and the young see visions; and that we may 

  all bear witness to the good news of Christ in our daily lives. 

People Holy Spirit, hear us. 

 

Rector      Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked 

faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually to the glory of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Peace 

Bishop The Peace of Christ be always with you 

People And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

Ann Kieffer Whitney, when we share the bread and the cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  Join us at God’s table to offer and 

bless our gifts of bread and wine.   

Rector  Amen. Together, let us keep the feast.  

 

The Offertory 
 

The offering will be equally divided between  

the St. Thomas Clinic and the Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County.  
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The Offertory Hymn  My Lord, what a morning LEVAS 13  
  African-American Spiritual 
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The Doxology at Presentation of Monetary Gifts  

The people stand as the alms and oblations are brought forward. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below;  

praise God above, ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP, p. 361 

                                                    

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant continues until… 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 

 

The Sanctus   Hymnal S124  
  David Hurd 
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 The people stand, kneel or sit as the Celebrant continues until  

 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith 

 

People Christ has died 

Christ is risen 

Christ will come again 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 

praise and thanks-giving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 

in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 

your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your 

Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 

The Fraction Anthem  S161 
  David Hurd 

 

 

The Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.   

 

All people are welcome at God’s Holy Table.  To receive the Body of Christ, cup your 

hands to receive the bread. To receive the Blood of Christ, either guide the chalice to your 

lips or dip your bread in the wine. To receive a blessing instead of partaking in the Body 

and Blood of Christ, cross your arms over your chest. 
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 The Communion Hymn  Immortal, invisible Hymnal 423   
  St. Denio 
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Post-Communion Prayer and Blessing 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 

have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 

Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Bishop  We have celebrated this new pastoral relationship in the great  

prayer of the Church. Whitney, I commend to your love and care 

the people of St. Thomas. My brothers and sisters in Christ, I   

commend to your love and care your new Rector, colleague and 

friend, Whitney.  

Rector God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s 

outpouring be with you, now and always. Amen. 

 

The Recessional Hymn  Soon and very soon LEVAS 14  
  Andrae Crouch 
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The Parish Announcements 

 

The Dismissal  

Rector Go forth to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please join us in the Parish Hall for a reception 

 by the parishioners of St. Thomas 

to honor our new Rector, the Rev. Whitney Smith, 

and to greet Bishop Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows. 
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Serving Today 

 

Clergy                           The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows 

                                       The Rev. Whitney Smith 

Musicians                      Sue Downs, Jerry Downs 

Lectors                           Paul Jump, Paula Sites 

Servers                           Gavin Anderson, Elyssa Everling 

Eucharistic Minister    Ann Kieffer 

Altar Guild                   Karen Smith 

Hospitality Team      Steve and Cheryl Faust 

Reception                      Jan Skopecek and the Parishioners of St. Thomas 

 

 

Thank you for all the prayers and hard work of discernment  

that brought us to the beginning of this chapter in the  

life and ministry of St. Thomas, Franklin. 

 

The Vestry  

The Search Committee 

The Staff of St. Thomas 

The Bishop and Staff of the Diocese of Indianapolis 

The Congregation of St. Thomas 


