
 

   

We welcome our guests and newcomers.  
We invite you to worship with us regularly and  

to participate in our groups and activities.  
 

A Festival of  Lessons and Carols 
with Holy Eucharist 

 
The Processional Hymn   Hymnal 100  
 Joy to the world!  Antioch  

 
Welcome   The Rev. Kate Wilson  
 
The Opening Acclamation  
The people remain standing.  
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
The Collect for Purity  
 
Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no se-

crets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Salutation  
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 

light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The people sit.  
 
Lesson I: Isaiah 9:1-7 A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 Elspeth Mirchandani 
 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into  

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make  

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with the joy at the harvest,  

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace  

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn  Blest be the King whose coming Hymnal 74  
  Valet will ich dir geben  
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Lesson II: Isaiah 11: 1-9 A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 Jamison Allen 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn  Come, thou long expected Jesus Hymnal 66 
  Stuttgart  
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Lesson III: Luke 1:26-38 A reading from Gospel of Luke. 
 Steve Wahlberg 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a  

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the 

angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also con-

ceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be im-

possible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me accord-

ing to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Solo  One Small Child Juanita Wahlberg 
  David Meece  

 
 
Lesson IV: Luke 2:1-7 A reading from Gospel of Luke. 
 Karen Smith 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of  

David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Hymn  O little town of Bethlehem Hymnal 79 
  St. Louis  
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The Sermon The Rev. Kate Wilson 
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the message. 
 
 
 
Lesson V: Luke 2:8-14 A reading from Gospel of Luke. 
 Joshua Craft-Rutan 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the  

heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

 

 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
Hymn  While shepherds watched their flocks Hymnal 94 
  Winchester Old 

 
 
 
Lesson VI: Matthew 2:1-12 A reading from Gospel of Matthew. 
 Robin Kares 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we  

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 

of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In  

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
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Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and 

when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they 

had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 

rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Hymn  The first Nowell Hymnal 109 
  The First Nowell 

 
Lesson VII: John 1:1-18  A reading from Gospel of John. 
 Elyssa Everling 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 

the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 

or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a  

father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his 

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 

close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn  O come, all ye faithful Hymnal 83 
  Adeste fideles 
 
 
The Peace  
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
The clergy and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
 
 

 

The Liturgy of  the Table 
 

The Offertory 
 

The Offertory Hymn  Tell out, my soul Hymn 437 
   Birmingham 
 

The Doxology at Presentation of Monetary Gifts  
All sing. 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below! Praise God 
above, ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  
 
The people stand as the alms and oblations are brought forward. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving, Rite II, Prayer B BCP, p. 367 
 
The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 
Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father  
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Because you gave Jesus Christ your only Son to be born for us; who by the mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, was made perfect man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother, so that we might be 
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
The Sanctus              Holy, holy, holy Lord             Hymnal S125 

 
The people stand or kneel. 
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Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have  
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the  
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with St. Thomas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and  
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  
and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Presider 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  
 
 
Fraction Anthem  S161 

 
 
The Invitation to Communion 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All people are welcome at God’s Holy Table. To receive the Body of Christ, cup your hands to receive the bread. To 
receive the Blood of Christ, either guide the chalice to your lips or dip your bread in the wine. To receive a blessing 
instead of partaking in the Body and Blood of Christ, cross your arms over your chest. 
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The Communion Hymn     Let all mortal flesh keep silence Hymnal 324 
  Picardy 
 
  
The Sending Out of Lay Eucharistic Visitors (when applicable)  
 

Celebrant We send you out to share our Eucharist today with ______________. 
People  May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s 
  presence. 
Celebrant May they be strengthened and encouraged in the community we have together in 
  our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
The Post-Communion Prayer 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 

The People join in saying this prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son  
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 
 
The Dismissal Hymn         How bright appears the Morning Star Hymnal 497
  Wie schön leuchtet

  
The Parish Announcements 
 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
The Postlude 
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Today’s Altar flowers are for the Glory of God! 
Flower dedications are $20/vase. The 2020 Flower sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside the 
Sacristy. Please specify one or two vases. 
 
 

Today’s Ministers  

Clergy: The Rev. Kate Wilson 

Music Ministry: Sue Downs 

Church Opener: Rachel Allen, Robin Kares 

Altar Guild: Karen Smith 

Bread: Ashley Bachman 

Hospitality Team: Jim & Candace Phillips  

Server: Reid Smith  

Readers: Elspeth Mirchandani, Jamison Allen, Steve Wahlberg, Karen Smith, 

Joshua Craft-Rutan, Robin Kares, Elyssa Everling 

Eucharistic Minister: Ann Kieffer 

Counters: Rachel Allen, Robin Kares 

Coffee Hosts: The Buchholz Family 

Panera Pick-up: Steve & Juanita Warrenburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church office will be    

open on December 30.  

It will be closed  

December 31 and  

January 1. 

 

 

St. Thomas Clinic 

will be open on  

Tuesday, December 31 

but closed on January 1. 


