
 
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Lessons & Music for the Second Sunday of  Lent 

March 8, 2020 
  

 
 

Prelude  
 
Processional Hymn Descend, O Spirit, purging flame Hymnal 297 
 
 
 

The Word of  God 
 
The First Lesson  Genesis 12:1-4a 

 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that 

I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed. So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.” 

 

 

 
 
The Psalm Levavi oculos Psalm 121, BCP, p. 779 
The psalm will be read alternating by whole verse. 
 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The LORD himself watches over you; * 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 

 
 
 

 



The Second Lesson  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified 

by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham  

believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a 

gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is  

reckoned as righteousness. 

 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 

but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 

promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his  

descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 

father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in 

whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 
The Gradual Hymn Blessed Jesus, at thy word Hymnal 440 

 
The Holy Gospel  John 3:1-17 
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to You Lord Christ. 
 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, 

we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from 

the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 

being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one  

enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can  

enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus an-

swered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our  

testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 

heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever  

believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him.” 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise to You Lord Christ.   
 
 



 
Offertory Hymn My faith looks up to thee Hymnal 691 
 
 

Communion Hymn As we gather at your table WLP 763 
 
 
 

The Dismissal Hymn How firm a foundation Hymnal 637 
   
 
The Postlude  
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Ministers  

Clergy: The Rev. Whitney Smith   

Music Ministry: Sue Downs  

Church Openers: Juanita Wahlberg  

Godly Play: Juanita Wahlberg 

Youth Class: Jamison Allen 

Altar Guild: Elyssa Everling 

Bread Ministry: Elyssa Everling 

Hospitality Team: Wilma McDermott, Paula Sites  

Server: Elyssa Everling 

Readers: Rick Stutz, Maggie Lewis  

Eucharistic Minister: Ann Kieffer 

Counters: Karen Smith, Juanita Wahlberg 

Coffee Host: Kelly & Molly Blade  

Panera Pick-Up: Chuck & April Nemeth 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Whitney Smith, Rector 

600 Paul Hand Blvd., Franklin, IN 46131-6922 

317-535-8985 | stthomasepis@aol.com | www.stthomasfranklin.org 
 

The 24th Vestry of St. Thomas (2020--2022)  
2020 ··············································· Rachel Allen, Cynthia Dozier, Elyssa Everling 
2021 ········································ Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek, Juanita Wahlberg 
2022 ······························································· Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke 



—ANNOUNCEMENTS—  
 

2020 financial update as of March 1, 2019 
 

Pledge offerings budgeted to date:   $   19,218.00 
Pledge offerings received to date:   $   23,969.00 

 
PLEASE PARTICIPATE IN THE ST. THOMAS 2020 LENTEN CHALLENGE!   
The Lenten season is here …. Why not donate the cost of whatever you are giving up for Lent to St. Thomas to 
benefit our building and grounds fund? Donation envelopes are in the pews and in a bucket on a table in the 
entryway. Contact Cynthia Dozier, 317-460-7833, for more information. 

 
LENTEN EDUCATION FORUMS—MARCH 8 & 15 AT 9 A.M. 
Join us for one or all of the Lenten Forums this Lent. We will meet in the library at 9 a.m.  
before worship: March 8—The Rev. Dr. Ann Glass will help lead a discussion on John and Charles Wesley. 
Probably best known as founders of the Methodist movement, the Wesleys are also remembered as Anglican 
saints; and on March 15—We will learn about Anglican chant.  Using a page from Hymnal 1982, we will 
practice chanting Psalm 95, from that day’s service. 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASSES—MARCH 8, 15, 22 & 29 AFTER COFFEE HOUR 
With the next Diocesan Confirmation coming up Thursday, May 21st at Christ Church Cathedral, Fr. Whitney 
will lead Confirmation Classes after Coffee Hour on Sundays in March. Five St. Thomas parishioners have 
expressed interest in being confirmed and attending classes. If others are interested, please see Fr. Whitney. 
Anyone may attend.  

 
EASTER EGG HUNT COORDINATOR NEEDED & GOODIES FOR THE EGGS 
Let Fr. Whitney or Dave Buchholz know if you are willing to coordinate this year’s Easter Egg Hunt.  
Everyone is asked to bring wrapped candy, stickers, or other small goodies for our plastic eggs. Please bring 
to church by Palm Sunday, April 5. 
 
ST. LUKE’S ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH FRY—MARCH 13 & 27, 5:30-7:30 P.M. 
St. Luke’s friends supported our Chili Cook-off in a big way! Let’s return the favor. St. Luke’s is located at 
1201 N. Riley Hwy., Shelbyville, IN 46176. Sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to carpool. 

 
REMEMBER SOMEONE SPECIAL WITH AN EASTER LILY DONATION 
Remember a loved one or honor someone special with an Easter flower donation. Please use the special  
envelopes in the pews to mark how you would like your donation to be listed in the Easter bulletin. Envelopes 
can be placed in the collection plate or mailed to the office by Palm Sunday, April 5. Questions? See Marti 
Ramsey. 

 
MARCH LADIES’ LUNCHEON—GREEK’S PIZZERIA IN FRANKLIN, MARCH 21, 12:30 PM 
Join us at Greek’s Pizzeria on Saturday, March 21 at 12:30 p.m. Please sign up and note the number attending 
by March 15. Questions? Call Julie Stogsdill at 219-616-5520. 

 
CHURCH WORK DAY IS SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 9 AM TO NOON 
There will be outside jobs and inside jobs again this year. Please sign up for a specific task on the bulletin 
board. There is something for everyone to do. Bring your work gloves and racks for the outdoor work. We 
have latex gloves for the inside work. Questions? See Cynthia Dozier. 
 

—CELEBRATIONS THIS WEEK—  
Birthdays: Gavin Anderson (8), John Wood (8), Eric Tullis (9), Linda Linville (10),  

Sam Anderson (13), Zuma Alexander (13), Susie Hooten (14), Robin Kares (14);  
Baptisms: none; Anniversaries: Mike & Erica McFarland (10) 

If your name is missing from Celebrations, contact the office at 317-535-8985. 


