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Prelude Choral (from Second Symphony) Louis Vierne 
  

The Word of  God 
 
The Psalm Dominus regit me Psalm 23, BCP, p. 612 
The psalm will be read in unison. 
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 

 
The First Lesson  Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light  

is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the  

unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secret-

ly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light.  

Therefore it says, 

“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
 

 



The Second Lesson  John 9:1-41 
 
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 

his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 

so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 

is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said 

this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The 

neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 

beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am 

the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus 

made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received 

my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made 

the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to 

them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 

from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 

signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes 

he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man 

who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he 

now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not  

know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of 

age; ask him.” 

 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We 

know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 

though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He an-

swered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 

want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 

We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man 

answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We 

know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never 

since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach 

us?” And they drove him out. 

 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, 

and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into 

this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of 

the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you 

were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 



 
Hymn after the Collects The King of love, my shepherd is (vs. 1-4) Hymnal 645 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Postlude Finale (from Sonata No. 24) Josef Haydn 
   
 

 
 

Ministers  

Clergy: The Rev. Whitney Smith   

Music Ministry: Nick Fennig  

Reader: Maggie Lewis  

Panera Pick-Up: Mike & Marti Ramsey* 

 

*Since the St. Thomas Clinic is closed, the Panera Bread should be taken to the  

Interchurch Food Pantry, 211 Commerce Drive, Franklin, Indiana. 
 

The Interchurch Food Pantry is in need of volunteers and sent us this message: 

Our pre-boxed drive-through distribution worked great yesterday, but is more labor  

intensive. Our volume was about 20% higher yesterday than previous weeks, and many of 

our senior volunteers understandably aren't able to come in to help right now. We're asking 

that all interested persons email us. Thank you!  pantryjcmanager@gmail.com  

 

 

 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Whitney Smith, Rector 

600 Paul Hand Blvd., Franklin, IN 46131-6922 

317-535-8985 | stthomasepis@aol.com | www.stthomasfranklin.org 
 

The 24th Vestry of St. Thomas (2020--2022)  
2020 ··············································· Rachel Allen, Cynthia Dozier, Elyssa Everling 
2021 ········································ Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek, Juanita Wahlberg 
2022 ······························································· Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke 

Where streams of living water flow2 
My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth. 

The King of love my Shepherd is,1 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
And he is mine for ever. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,3 
But yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder gently laid, 
And home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill4 
With thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
They cross before to guide me. 



—ANNOUNCEMENTS—  
 

2020 financial update as of March 15, 2020 
 

Pledge offerings budgeted to date:   $   23,194.00 
Pledge offerings received to date:   $   27,774.00 

 
MORNING PRAYER RITE II ON MARCH 29 
Since in-person worship has been suspended until further notice, we will worship again on Facebook Live at 
10 a.m. March 29. Our official church Facebook site is: St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, Indiana. You 
may also click this link to go directly to our FB site: https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEpis/  Click 
“FOLLOW” to have the St. Thomas page appear on your FB Shortcut menu. To help spread the word, after 
you connect to the St. Thomas Church Facebook page, click “LIKE” and “SHARE” to share with your family 
and friends. We are all in this together and we shall pray our way through it together. If you have any  
questions about Facebook, contact Fr. Whitney via email, whitinindy@hotmail.com or Joshua Craft-Rutan, 
jwcraftrutan@yahoo.com.  
 
ST. THOMAS CLINIC CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
On the recommendation of the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis, we have decided to close the St. Thomas 
Clinic due to the COVID-19 outbreak. No patients may be seen at St. Thomas until we receive authorization to 
resume clinic operations. Please pray for the patients, staff and volunteers of St. Thomas Clinic. ~ Fr. Whitney  
 
CONFIRMATION CLASSES—POSTPONED; TO BE RESCHEDULED 
There are just two Confirmation classes remaining to be completed prior to the Diocesan Confirmation  
coming up Thursday, May 21st at Christ Church Cathedral. Fr. Whitney will be in touch with our confirmands 
to arrange scheduling in April. 
 
CHURCH WORK DAY WILL BE OUTSIDE ONLY—SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 9 AM TO NOON 
Terry Moss, our cleaning service, will be sanitizing the inside of the church over the next few weeks. Our  
Church Work Day on Saturday, April 4, 9 am to noon, will be sprucing up the outside only. Bring your work 
gloves and rakes for the outdoor work. Please join us if you are comfortable doing so. Contact Cynthia Dozier 
if you have any questions, email  Cynthia_Dozier@yahoo.com. 
 
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS OR SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING 
Many thanks to those of you who have switched over to electronic giving with your contributions. This will 
help keep the church on an even keel during this COVID-19 shut down. If you would like to set up electronic 
giving, contact Marti Ramsey, 317-441-3819; mlramsey51@gmail.com, for more information. For those more 
comfortable sending in your check, please send via mail to St. Thomas, 600 Paul Hand Blvd., Franklin, IN 
46131. May God bless us all and may He hold us all in the palm of His hand.  
 
REMEMBER SOMEONE SPECIAL WITH AN EASTER LILY DONATION 
We are still planning to decorate the church for the Easter Season—April 12-May 31 (Pentecost.) Remember  
a loved one or honor someone special with an Easter flower donation. Dedications will appear in the Easter 
bulletin. Email your Easter flower dedication (stthomasepis@aol.com) and then mail in your donation. Let us 
know the following: 
This donation is  
in memory of ____________; in thanksgiving for _____________; in celebration of _________________; 
By (your name as you would like it listed): ______________________________.  
Questions? Contact Marti Ramsey at the information listed in the above announcement. 
 
 

—CELEBRATIONS THIS WEEK—  
Birthdays: Kristen Ring (23), Dennis Thompson (25);  

Baptisms: Lucy Lukas (25), Jacob Phillips (26);  
Anniversaries: none 

If your name is missing from Celebrations, contact the office at 317-535-8985. 


