All are Welcome
No Exceptions!
St. Thomas Episcopal
Church accepts all people
and we commit:
Celebrate the Eucharist regularly
Keep a personal and community discipline of prayer and
study
Proclaim the Good News of
Jesus Christ by promoting
justice, peace, and love.
Nurture God’s people as we
grow in Christ
Live with thanksgiving, wonder, and openness to God’s
love
Restore all people to unity
with God and each other

Words from Father Whitney
Through July, a small St. Thomas worship team and I will continue to live stream services on Facebook from the church property with no in-person congregation. We’ll be
outside in the Shelter House as weather permits, or in the Narthex otherwise. The
Diocese of Indianapolis has allowed live streaming and recording worship from church
property since May 24. Since then St. Thomas has offered Sunday services by live
streaming outdoors, posting one pre-recorded service, or live streaming from the narthex. Thanks to all of you for your continued viewing and support.
Parishes in our Diocese must submit regathering plans for in-person worship for approval by the Bishop. During a late June Clergy Check-in call on Zoom, a member of
the Diocesan staff said the Bishop had approved twenty-two regathering plans and
received three others.
That means half our parishes hadn’t yet submitted plans. St. Thomas was one of them.
The consensus of members of our Parish Regathering Committee (Senior Warden Dave
Buchholz, Junior Warden Cynthia Dozier, Maggie Lewis, Joshua Craft-Rutan, Ryan CraftRutan and myself) was to take a conservative approach due to the pattern of Johnson
County’s new positive COVID-19 cases.
For St. Thomas, a key highlight of the latest Diocesan Reopening Guidelines (dated
June 3) is the revision of public health standards for assessing risk to each congregation. That requirement for in-person worship now says, “The number of COVID-19
cases in your county has decreased for 14 days or has held steady with a mere handful
of cases (five or fewer).” In late June, Johnson County still hadn’t met either requirement. According to the State Health Department COVID-19 dashboard website, Johnson County held steady with five or fewer new positive cases most days in June, but
exceeded the number six times by June 26.
Our Parish Regathering Committee will have a group discussion soon about the latest
Reopening Guidelines. St. Thomas will then start putting together a plan for in-person
worship. If you have questions or comments, feel free to reach out to me. My email is
whitinindy@hotmail.com and my cell number is (317) 383-7876.
Blessings, Fr. Whitney

A Note from the Treasurer
Thank you to everyone who has sent contributions to St. Thomas. Some have
mailed checks, some have checks sent from their bank and some have taken advantage of the sending them through the Diocese to St. Thomas (https://
onrealm.org/indydio/-/give/covid19). I appreciate all of this!
I have not created the quarterly statements due to the pandemic. This is an unusual time for many and I realize there
may be gaps in your ability to give.
I am more than happy to send you a statement if you wish to know your giving through this point in time. I will admit
that I am fearful of some situations that may have occurred due to the contributions being received in the mail. One,
some contributions may have been deposited without it being credited to the donor. Two, even though Terresa Branham or I check the mail daily, I am leery of the mail sitting in the mail box at church. This all being said, if you would
like a statement, please let me know! You may either email me or call me.
Thanks for helping us get through this together.
Marti Ramsey
mlramsey51@gmail.com
317-441-3819

Did you know St. Thomas applied for and was awarded a technology
grant by Center for Congregations? This technology grant was
used to purchase equipment to live stream/record services and
share on Facebook or our website. Eric Smith is working to acquire
all the necessary components then test the set-up. This technology grant allows us to live stream and record services using a sophisticated camera and computer set-up. A huge thank you goes
out to those who helped with the grant: Joshua Craft-Rutan, Eric
Smith, Julie Stogsdill, and Jerry Downs.

Need Hand
Sanitizer?
Can’t find it
in the
stores? You
have a Boy
Scout in the
congregation who
can help.

Reid Smith by
contacting Karen at 317-201-8128 (text or call).

July Celebrations
Anniversaries
Birthdays
2
4
10
11
14
15

Mel Archer
Jacob Phillips
Jen Tullis
Gabriel Ring
Fran Thompson
Judy Thompson
Ray Hooten
Phil Warrenburg
Jamison Allen

12
16
18

Mark & Shelly Anderson
Ann & William Glass
Ray & Susie Hooten

June 28th was Nick Fennig’s last Sunday as one of the regular organists at St. Thomas, Franklin. Starting July 5th, he will be organist/
accompanist at Plainfield United Methodist Church in Plainfield, Indiana. He will play a four-manual organ with more than 3,100 pipes.
Sue Downs has graciously agreed to continue providing music for St.
Thomas on certain Sundays this summer. Sue, who has been alternating Sundays at St. Thomas with Nick, will record preludes, postludes and hymns for our live streamed services. We are grateful for
Sue’s creativity and service.
St. Thomas would like to thank Nick for his many contributions at the
keyboard, in choral coaching and in liturgy. We wish him the best in
his next musical adventure.

One of our parishioners, Marta Pincheira, is in military
service overseas. She welcomes your prayers, as well as
cards and letters (no packages). You can write to her at
the following address, using a regular U.S.
mail Forever postage stamp:
Maj. Marta Pincheira
TF Justice 8
BAF CID Office
APO AE 09354-9998
This summer, St. Thomas Episcopal Church will take part once again in the
United Way of Johnson County’s “Fast Track Back to School” collection drive
for students in need in the Clark-Pleasant Community School Corp. As in
past years, a collection basket and an information display board are in the
St. Thomas lobby outside the office.
Vestry member Marikay Kapke has been coordinating the Fast Track Drive
for St. Thomas. She will be at the St. Thomas office entrance to collect
school supplies from 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, July 18th. Fast Track is asking
for supplies including backpacks, 3-ring binders, composition notebooks,
spiral notebooks, loose leaf paper, folders, scissors, ear buds, highlighters,
dry erase markers, glue sticks and calculators.
Those who would prefer to make a monetary contribution may send checks payable
to United Way of Johnson County
(earmarked for Fast Track Back to School) in
care of P.O. Box 153, Franklin, IN 46131. If
you have questions, call Marikay at (317)
888-2470 or Fr. Whitney Smith at (317) 3837876.

Although our church building is currently in limited
use on the inside, weather and the elements are
still at work on the outside. Our building will soon
be undergoing some roof repairs, and the gravel
driveway will be improved.
Many thanks to Chuck and April Nemeth and Steve
Wahlberg for recent improvements to the Memorial Garden, and to Phil McIver and
Danny Bachman for working on the
lawnmower.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
600 Paul Hand Blvd

Franklin, IN 46131
317-535-8985
Email: stthomasepis@aol.com
Website: stthomasfranklin.org
Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, IN

ST. THOMAS VESTRY
The 24th Vestry of St. Thomas (2020--2022)
2020 ……………………........Rachel Allen, Cynthia Dozier
2021 ……………………......... Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek, Juanita Wahlberg
2022.................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke
The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas
Rector................................................................ Fr. Whitney Smith
Senior Warden .................................................. Dave Buchholz
Junior Warden ...................................................Cynthia Dozier
Clerk .................................................................. Karen Smith
Treasurer ............................................................Marti Ramsey
Assistant Treasurers .........................John Dozier, Robin Kares
………………………………………………………..Mike Ramsey, Eric Smith

