
All are Welcome 

No Exceptions! 

 

St. Thomas Episcopal 

Church accepts all peo-

ple and we commit: 

 

 

Celebrate the Eucharist 

regularly 

Keep a personal and 

community discipline of 

prayer and study 

Proclaim the Good News 

of Jesus Christ  by pro-

moting justice, peace, 

and love. 

Nurture God’s people as 

we grow in Christ 

Live with thanksgiving, 

wonder, and openness 

to God’s love 

Restore all people to 

unity with God and each 

other 

A Note from Father Whitney: 

Patience While Awaiting Re-Opening 

One Sunday in July, our gospel was Matthew’s Parable of the Sower. 

Luke’s version, found in Chapter 8, explains what became of seeds 

sown in good soil like this: “But as for that in the good soil, these are 

the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and 

good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance.” 

“Patient endurance.” I grew up hearing that patience is a virtue. The 

longer the COVID-19 pandemic grinds on, the truer that seems. But 

that doesn’t make it easy. At this writing, St. Thomas, Franklin, has 

been without in-person worship for five months. The parish quickly 

achieved continuity by responding with live-streamed services on 

Facebook, yet I still occasionally hear, “When are we going to be 

back in the building?” That’s normal. We miss being in church. We 

miss seeing each other in person. 

Guidelines. Sadly, daily positive cases have spiked again. From Au-

gust 1-12, the ISDH reported Johnson County’s average daily new 

cases at 14. 

As a result, St. Thomas doesn’t yet have a date for re-opening with an in-person congre-

gation. I expect this will disappoint some and relieve others. Personally, I look forward 

to celebrating Holy Eucharist again. But I’m also grateful that Bishop Jennifer and the 

Diocesan staff make decisions with an abundance of caution. They care about you, and 

so do I. 

On behalf of St. Thomas Church and Clinic, I did file the parish’s Regathering Plan on 
July 27th and the clinic’s Return to Duty proposal shortly thereafter. The Bishop is on 
vacation until August 31st, but the Diocesan staff is reviewing both proposals. While we 
wait to hear back, let’s take good care of ourselves and each other. Let’s pray for new 
cases to decline. And let’s strive to achieve that “patient endurance” Luke talked about. 



Seeking God in a Time of Pandemic 
By Joshua Craft-Rutan 
 

I recently celebrated two milestones in my children’s lives: their 18th birthdays and their high school 
graduations. For those of you wondering, yes, I have twins. Not only am I the parent of one college-
bound young adult, but two! My husband and I have been riding a seemingly never-ending emotional 
roller coaster. To add a thrill to the ride, my kids decided to do all this growing up in a pandemic. Lately, 
to say that I have found it hard to hear God’s voice is an understatement. My head gets in the way of my 
heart and I tend to focus on all the tasks that need to be done, rather than enjoying the moment. 
Recently, I heard Fr. Whitney speaking with someone about their calling. This struck me! How does one 
know what their calling is? I have struggled with this question all my life, especially lately. I had a 
lengthy discussion with Father about this and ultimately it came down to discernment: How does one dis-
cern without hearing the voice of God? How does one hear the voice of God without silence? Fr. Whit-
ney’s biggest piece of advice was to find some quiet time and listen. 
 
Accepting the challenge, I decided to walk in the park, but still struggled to find God. There were so 
many people! I did, however, find a few moments to myself sitting by the river. The rushing rapid current 
sweeping over stone and rock, gushing foam as it traveled past was mesmerizing! I watched the flow and 
suddenly became afraid. The river seemed to represent my life sweeping past, and there was nothing I 
could do to slow it. There were dark places where I couldn’t see the bottom and I feared what lay beneath 
the rocks. Filled with anxiety, I stood up and, suddenly, the sun broke through the clouds and filtered 
through the branches of the trees, shining down on me. There I was, living in the city, yet surrounded by 
the wildness of nature as I stood on the fringe of land and water, as well as the beginning of a journey to 
hear God’s voice again. This moment was holy. The river, with all its terrifying and soothing ripples, also 
seemed holy and I dipped my fingers in the cool water as a kind of anointing. I didn’t find the answer to 
my question that day, but I did find the strength to keep seeking. 
 
There’s no doubt that living in a pandemic has created many challenges. I can no longer go out in public 
without wearing a mask; I work remotely and my worship is attended virtually or behind a camera. I’m 
naturally an introvert but even this has pushed me to my limits in my love of isolation. Together, with my 
church family, we watched as the effects of COVID-19 swept across the country. It has claimed lives, tak-
en jobs, suspended education, and closed the doors of our parish. I think the question all of us have asked 
is “What now? When will this all be over?”. Only God knows if we will ever get back to “normal” and in 
the midst of this, I can’t help but wonder if maybe God is calling us into our own discernment. Is God 
calling us to find Him in new ways? Maybe God is trying to break out of the box that we’ve put Him in 
and it’s time to think outside that box. I know that for myself, I’m still searching. I’m learning to stop 
looking for God through the filter of my own expectations and how I think it should be. It’s not easy but 
day by day I begin again. If you find yourself in a similar situation, I encourage you to keep looking. 
Don’t lose hope! God is still with us but sometimes He’s just to be found in unexpected places. Like a 
river, the path of discernment is a journey. Who knows where it will lead you? 

St. Thomas had its first baptism of 2020 on 

Saturday, August 22nd at the Shelter House. 

Isaac Jack Loyet, son of St. Thomas parish-

ioners Erin and John Loyet, was baptized 

with Fr. Whitney Smith officiating. 

Baptisms are now permitted in the Diocese of 

Indianapolis, per the latest Reopening Guide-

lines. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

liturgy was similar to the traditional Book of 

Common Prayer service, with a few required 

differences.  For instance, Isaac’s parents 

sprinkled water on him. 

Beth Ganci (Erin’s sister) and Jessie Loyet 
(John’s sister) are Isaac’s godmothers. Marti 
Ramsey assisted at the service, providing 
flowers to the family on this blessed occa-
sion. Congratulations to the Loyets, and wel-
come, Isaac, to St. Thomas! 



 

Panera Bread Sign-up 

St. Thomas resumed our ministry with Panera Bread with a 

slight change.  The end of day bread will be picked up at 

Panera Bread Sunday night and delivered to the Interchurch 

Food Pantry of Johnson County Monday morning.  Please use 

the link below for more information and to sign up to help.  

Questions: contact Cynthia Dozier 317-460-7833. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BA9A62BA46-

panera  

Gardening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weeds are flourishing near the 

front entrance and the Memorial Gar-

den.  Please sign up to banish the 

weeds!   

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409084BA9A62BA46-stthomas 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men...” Colossians 3:23 

Greetings St. Thomas Family. 
I am writing to inform you that St. Thomas’s next Stewardship Campaign season is rapidly approach-
ing. Fr. Whitney and I met recently and have crafted a plan. I will be reaching out to some of you for 
insight and assistance in this endeavor. I know there is much knowledge to glean from you.  
 
The Stewardship season is a time to reflect, to discern and to actively engage in fulfilling the purpose 
and sustaining the direction of St. Thomas. You are a part of the St. Thomas foundation and it will per-
severe and thrive through your gifts and generosity. Look upon this as an opportunity to be the life-
blood of St. Thomas.  
 
As parishioners of St. Thomas, all of us are here to support each other and share our bounty. By doing 
so, we allow our pledges/gifts to be an outward sign of our love for the Lord, our St. Thomas commu-
nity and our greater Central Indiana community.  
 
Generally, the plan is to send out a Stewardship letter and pledge cards in mid-to-late September. 
There will be follow-up, by email or possibly a phone call, to assist with any questions or concerns. 
Pledge cards may be turned in using various means: via snail mail, via electronic mail or in-person 
drop off in late October. The pledges will be blessed as part of a Sunday In-Gathering Service on Face-
book Live. Look for specific dates and other details in October’s edition of “The Story.” 
 



A Note from the Treasurer 

Thank you for continuing your financial support of 
St. Thomas.  If you are uncomfortable sending a 
check to the church, you are welcome to send it to 
me at my home address.  I have also had some pa-
rishioners inquire concerning the status of their 
pledge.  If you wish to receive a pledge statement, 
please contact me and I will send you one.   
Stay safe and stay healthy! 
Thank you – Marti Ramsey 
 
2171 Heather Glen Way 
Franklin, In 46131 
 
mlramasey51@gmail.com 
 
317-441-3819 

Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson 

County 

Donate through the Franklin Meijer Simply 

Give campaign and support the Interchurch 

Food Pantry.   

As always, God is good.  We will benefit from His 

goodness through the Simply Give program spon-

sored by Meijer.  We want to encourage you to 

participate in the 2020 Simply Give campaign as 

noted below.  The Interchurch Food Pantry is a 

100% volunteer organization, so the donations we 

receive go directly to the purchase of food and the 

infrastructure of our facilities.   

 The Meijer store located at 2390 N. Morton 

Street, Franklin, IN 46131 has chosen The Inter-

church Food Pantry as its Simply Give recipient 

food pantry. 

 The campaign runs from Sunday, August 23, 

2020, through Saturday, October 24, 2020.  We 

want to call your attention to the Double Match 

Days on Friday, September 11, 2020 and Satur-

day, September 12, 2020.  

How does this work?  When you visit the Meijer 

store in Franklin you will be able to purchase a 

$10.00 Simply Give donation card.  It is that sim-

ple!  What is special about September 11 and 

September 12?  On those dates Meijer will double 

the donation:  For every $10 donation card pur-

chased, Meijer will provide an additional contribu-

tion of $20, bringing the total donation to $30 for a 

single donation purchase.  

For more information, visit https://www.jcpantry.org/  

Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County  

One way St. Thomas parishioners can support 

the Food Pantry is by volunteering.  The Food 

Pantry is in need of volunteers since schools 

are back in session.  Opportunities are availa-

ble Monday—Friday from 11 AM to 3 PM.  

COVID precautions are being followed so 

masks are required for volunteers.  Volun-

teers are needed to box up groceries for the 

drive-through distribution process.   

Grocery delivery volunteer opportunities are 

also available to deliver food items to home-

bound residents of Johnson County on M, W, 

F.   

 

For more information, please go to https://

www.jcpantry.org/  

 

To help, contact the food pantry at pantryjcmanag-

er@gmail.com  

mailto:mlramasey51@gmail.com
https://www.jcpantry.org/
https://www.jcpantry.org/
https://www.jcpantry.org/


Birthdays 

 5  Jim Lewis 

 5  Elspeth Mirchandani  

 7  Rachel Buchholz  

 8  Charlie Lewis 

10 Molly Blade  

11 Brandi Ashlock  

12 Danny Bachman 

14 Neil Blade  

16 Joshua Craft-Rutan  

16 Ann Glass 

23 Bonnie Johnson 

23 Marilyn Thompson 

25 Tiffany Linville 

28 Deirdre Warrenburg 

  13  Danny and Ashley Bachman 

  15  Gavin and Maggie Merriman 

If you have an article for the next newsletter, please submit it to 

Father Whitney whitinindy@hotmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

ST. THOMAS VESTRY  

The 24th Vestry of St. Thomas (2020--2022)  

2020   ……………………........Rachel Allen, Cynthia Dozier 

2021 ……………………......... Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek,      

    Juanita Wahlberg  

2022.................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke  

The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas  

Rector..............................................................Fr. Whitney   

       Smith  

Senior Warden .................................................. Dave Buchholz  

Junior Warden ...................................................Cynthia Dozier 

Clerk .................................................................. Karen Smith  

Treasurer ............................................................Marti Ramsey  

Assistant Treasurers .........................John Dozier, Robin Kares  

………………………………………………………..Mike Ramsey, Eric Smith  


