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All are Welcome 

No Exceptions! 

 

St. Thomas Episco-

pal Church accepts 

all people and we 

commit: 

 

Celebrate the Eucha-

rist regularly 

Keep a personal and 

community disci-

pline of prayer and 

study 

Proclaim the Good 

News of Jesus Christ  

by promoting jus-

tice, peace, and 

love. 

Nurture God’s peo-

ple as we grow in 

Christ 

Live with thanksgiv-

ing, wonder, and 

openness to God’s 

love 

This month, it’s my pleasure to mark my first anniversary serving at St. 

Thomas, Franklin. Looking back, I’ve reflected on several “firsts” that 

bring me joy, and on the unexpected arrival of the COVID-19 pandem-

ic, which changed parish life as we knew it. As your Rector, I’m asked 

to keep track of new daily positive COVID cases in Johnson County. 

I’m sorry to say that, of the past fifteen days, only two were low 

enough to meet the standard the Diocese set for resuming worship 

with an in-person congregation. But as I person of faith, I hold hope 

that worshipping together will be coming eventually. 

My intention to sustain hope coincides with Stewardship Season at St. 

Thomas. As I mentioned in my September 27th homily based on the 

Parable of the Two Sons from Matthew, I have come to appreciate 

that stewardship is about money, but also much more: essentially the 

care of everything. At this time, I ask that you prayerfully consider a 

financial pledge to St. Thomas. If you currently pledge, I thank you for 

your past generosity and ask that you join me in renewing. If not, 

please consider pledging. 

Apart from finances, I also ask parishioners and friends of St. Thomas 

to consider another key stewardship question: While we’re not yet 

worshipping together in person, how else might you be “present” in 

our faith community? Starting this month at my invitation, I’m de-

lighted to say a few familiar faces, albeit masked, will be more 

“present” during live-stream services, as they take on or resume Pray-

ers of the People ministry. On September 27th, I mentioned other ex-

amples of how individuals or groups are being more “present.” 

Blessed by your imagination and energy, more will be happening, I’m 

sure, thanks be to God! 

      A blessed autumn, 

      Fr. Whitney  
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A message from Dave Buchholz, our Senior Warden... 
      It’s Stewardship season for St. Thomas Episcopal Church. Stewardship is an opportunity to share 
with others. Caring and compassionate gestures, large or small, mean a great deal in the manifestation 
of Christ’s love in our community. We are bound by our belief in Christ to remain open to hearing and 
acting on the call to be charitable. God wants us to take the blessings we have and share them with 
those we encounter. 
      Stewardship pledges mark the beginning of a year of opening our ears, hearts, minds, and souls to St. 
Thomas’s needs and to society as a whole. Pledging is a personal decision that should be prayed about 
and discerned. The pledge you commit to reflects your recognition of God’s abundant blessings in your 
life. It is a statement of thanksgiving. A pledge is a commitment to building the annual budget to a level 
commensurate with the services offered by the church. The standard tithe for Christian giving is 10%. 
Some parishioners will be able to pledge more, others less. Some may increase their pledges. Every 
pledge is important and necessary to establish the annual budget for 2021. Your generosity and consid-
eration play a monumental role in sustaining programs at St. Thomas. 
      Soon you will receive pledge cards in the mail. Please fill them out and mail them back to St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church, 600 Paul Hand Blvd., Franklin, IN 46131. If you would prefer to drop off your card to 
the church in person, there will be two opportunities: from 9 a.m. to noon on Wednesday, October 21, 
and from 2 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, October 24. The annual Stewardship In-Gathering will be during our 
livestream service on Sunday, October 25.  
      Stewardship has been in my family for quite some time. I go back to my youth in Northwest Minneso-
ta at Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church. My father was stewardship director for the church at that time and I 
remember him having a feeling of anxiety and being a bit stressed, but at the conclusion of the steward-
ship drive I recall relief, joy and accomplishment. At this point, I can surely relate to the anxiety and 
stress. Questions race through my mind like Indy cars doing hot laps at the Motor Speedway: Will I be 
able to tap into the generosity and compassion of the St. Thomas Episcopal Church community? Espe-
cially in difficult times – financially, politically, personally – will the Stewardship drive find an ear? But 
then. . .I think about my St. Thomas experiences over the past 15 years and realize there will be support 
from this faith community. Parishioners have been willing and able to deliver before in challenging 
times. 
      This Bible passage sums up my aspirations for the 2021 St. Thomas Episcopal Church Stewardship 
campaign: 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

– Galatians 6:2 

This succinct passage relays the principle of looking out for one another. There’s no beating around the 
bush: Here’s how we’re to live up to Christ’s expectations and lighten the load on our community. 

      Our pledge, time and talents relieve the burden on the church, its parishioners, its visitors and 
the greater Johnson County community through the St. Thomas Clinic and other programs. Many hands 
make for easy work. Annually, we commit to lift up our church, Rector, parishioners, clientele. This year 
is no different. The church eventually will be opening back up to in-person worship, regular St. Thomas 
clinic hours and a calendar full of activities. It’s our duty to ensure that these services remain available 
without compromising quality. Thank you for your time, cooperation and understanding.   
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Heather Orvek began serving as Organist/Choir Director at St. Thomas, Franklin, on Sep-

tember 20th. She will be playing for weekly Sunday services as part of our livestream wor-

ship on Facebook, both indoors and outdoors in the Shelter House. 

A native of East Tennessee, Heather recently began her first year of doctoral studies in or-

gan performance at the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music in Bloomington. She 

has a Master of Music in organ performance from Arizona State University and a Bache-

lors in Music from Southern Adventist University. Her husband, David Orvek, who turned 

pages for Heather on the 20th, is in the second year of his doctorate in music theory at IU. 

Heather has been playing at churches for years. Most recently, she was interim organist 

and pianist at St. Mark’s United Methodist in Bloomington. 

When St. Thomas has choirs again for holy days or other occasions, Heather will lead 

them. As of late September, parishes in the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis were still 

not permitted to have vocal music due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but Bishop Jennifer 

Baskerville-Burrows has told clergy that the next revision of Diocesan Reopening Guide-

lines will include some options for choral singing outdoors. 

--Fr. Whitney Smith 
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“Our circle is a reminder 

 that each moment is not just the present 

 but is inclusive of our gratitude to the past 

 and our responsibility to the future”  

-- Kazuaki Tanahashi 

Members of St. Thomas Episcopal community: As the fall trees flourish in the 

meadow, we all need to gather to keep our community strong. During these 

trying times where we cannot gather at St. Thomas, may we remember how 

Our Lord Jesus Christ gathered his followers in a myriad of ways. At present, 

seeing each other on Saturday mornings at 11:30 - laughing, crying, filling eve-

ryone in on what we did this week, sharing special memories with each other 

– is different than when we gathered to worship in the nave or after church in 

Halliday Hall.  Yet coming together makes each and every one of us feel con-

nected and refreshed – loving each other and knowing that we all care! Please 

come join our Community Circle every Saturday morning from 11:30-12:30. If 

you need help, please call me at 479-790-3988 and I will be happy to help you 

join in. 

  -- Jan Skopecek  
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Liturgy for the Ritual of Morning Coffee 
 
Meet me, O Christ, 
 In the stillness of the morning. 
Move me, O Spirit, 
 to quiet the heart. 
Mend me, O Father, 
 from yesterday’s harms. 
 
From the discords of yesterday, 
 resurrect my peace. 
From the discouragements of yesterday, 
 resurrect my hope. 
From the weariness of yesterday, 

resurrect my strength. 
From the doubts of yesterday, 
 resurrect my faith. 
From the wounds of yesterday, 
 resurrect my love. 
 
Let me enter this new day, aware of my need, 
And awake to your grace, O Lord. 

AMEN                                              Author Douglas Kaine McKelvey 

To my St. Thomas family: 
Do you need a ride to your 
local polling place? In this 
very important election 
year, I'd like to offer to be a 
driver for anyone needing a 
ride to their polling place. 
This can be for early voting 

or on Election Day in Marion or Johnson County. To contact me, 
email j_stogsdill@sbcglobal.net or call my cell phone (219-616-
5520) and leave a message if I'm not available. We'll coordinate 
the time and location. I look forward to hearing from you!  

 
--Julie Stogsdill 
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Two of St. Thomas’s younger parishioners 
were baptized on Sunday, September 13th, 
2020 at the Shelter House. Tilly Jean Blade 
and Neil Kelly Blade, the daughters of pa-
rishioners Kelly and Molly Blade, were bap-
tized with Fr. Whitney Smith officiating. 
About ten members of the Blade family were 
gathered for the occasion. Kelly and Molly 
sprinkled the water.  

Thank you for continuing your support of St. 

Thomas. I can provide at any time an updated 

contribution statement if you would 

like to receive one.   If you wish to mail 

your contribution but do not want to 

send it to the church, you are welcome 

to send it to my home address.  Also, I 

am sending an email to alert contribu-

tors when I have deposited checks.  Go-

ing forward, please contact me if you 

send a check and do not receive an 

email from me within 2 weeks of mail-

ing the contribution.  As always, please do not 

hesitate to contact me if you have any questions! 

Thank you – Marti Ramsey 

2171 Heather Glen Way 
Franklin, In 46131  
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Note.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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St. Thomas is proud to announce that the Christian Education 
program will resume in October. 

When we transitioned to online services in March, few of us ex-
pected that the global COVID-19 pandemic would keep us wor-
shipping in our homes for over six months. We hoped we would 
return to in-person worship before the 2020-2021 Christian Edu-

cation schedule began. Unfortunately, the virus had other plans. 

Just as schools have adapted, so must we. Therefore, we are conduct-
ing Christian Education class through Zoom. Marikay Kapke, Christian 
Education Coordinator, strategized with teachers Teresa Voorhees and 
Jamison Allen to adapt in-person lesson plans to teach online. We antici-
pate classes will begin at 10:45 a.m. on Sundays or as soon as the 
livestream worship ends. The exact start date is still being finalized. 

Parents of school-age children should have received an email asking 
about schedule preferences and accessibility to Zoom. If you have 
school-age children and have not been contacted about arranging at-
tendance for your children, please contact Marikay Kapke at 317-888-
2470 or mjkapke@msn.com. We ask everyone to pray and care for our 
students during this difficult time. 

--Jamison Allen  

Panera Bread Sign-up 

St. Thomas resumed our ministry with Panera 

Bread with a slight change.  The end of day bread 

will be picked up at Panera Bread Sunday night 

and delivered to the Interchurch Food Pantry of 

Johnson County Monday morning.  Please use the 

link below for more information and to sign up to help.  Ques-

tions: contact Cynthia Dozier 317-460-7833. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BA9A62BA46-

panera  
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Birthdays 

2 Steve Bridgewater 
2 Maggie Lewis 
5 Abigail Bachman 
5 Barbara Cook 
5 Milly Kopecky 
6 Rick Stutz 
7 Pam Buchholz 
12 Abigail Allen 
13 Isaac Buchholz 
15 John Boehnlein 
17 Esaias Ring 
20 Karen Smith 
20 Beth Stephens 
26 Jan Skopecek 
30 Roma Reeves 
31 Shelley Knust 

Anniversaries 

2 Teresa Voorhees and Shelley Knust 

9 Fran and Don Thompson 

21 Maggie and Jim Lewis 

23 Juanita and Steven Wahlberg 

ST. THOMAS VESTRY  

The 24th Vestry of St. Thomas (2020--2022)  

2020   ……………………..............................................................Rachel Allen, Cynthia Dozier 

2021 …………………………………........... Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek, Juanita Wahlberg  

2022...................................................................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke  

The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas  

Rector...................................................................................................Fr. Whitney Smith 

Senior Warden ......................................................................................... Dave Buchholz  

Junior Warden ...........................................................................................Cynthia Dozier 

Clerk ............................................................................................................ Karen Smith  

Treasurer ...................................................................................................Marti Ramsey  

Organist/Choir Director ………………………………………………………………………..Heather Orvek 

If you have an article for the next newsletter, please submit it to Father Whitney at 

whitinindy@hotmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

October Celebrations 


