
All are Welcome 

No Exceptions! 

 

St. Thomas Episco-

pal Church accepts 

all people and we 

commit: 

 

Celebrate the Eucha-

rist regularly 

Keep a personal and 

community disci-

pline of prayer and 

study 

Proclaim the Good 

News of Jesus Christ  

by promoting jus-

tice, peace, and 

love. 

Nurture God’s peo-

ple as we grow in 

Christ 

Live with thanksgiv-

ing, wonder, and 

openness to God’s 

love 

This time last year, none of us at St. Thomas, Franklin, could have predicted the 

changes that would be brought about in 2020 by the global COVID-19 pandemic. 

The way we “do church,” in the Episcopal Church generally and at this parish, has 

evolved in various ways. And the longer the pandemic persists, the more I be-

lieve some changes will be long-term. 

Consider the two Christmas Eve services since I’ve been your Rector. The 2019 

and 2020 services both began at 7:00 p.m. in the nave, with me presiding and 

with “O come, all ye faithful” as the opening hymn. 

But last year, if you wanted to experience the service you showed up in person, 

and many did! Last year, we were blessed with 92 in attendance, second-highest 

in a decade. A choir of a dozen sang on the altar steps. We passed the Peace and 

offered Holy Eucharist. 

This year, in keeping with Diocesan Reopening Guidelines and the St. Thomas 

Parish Regathering Committee recommendations, we had 11 in person, masked 

and socially distanced. The choir sang, but not on-site, having been rehearsed 

and led by organist-music director Heather Orvek and recorded by Eric Smith. I 

preached and presided over many liturgical elements that are part of St. Thom-

as’s Christmas Eve tradition – just not Eucharist. But we did add a children’s story 

and deepened musical offerings. Thanks to live-streaming on Facebook, which 

began in March and improved with a technology grant and tech team, I estimate 

we had 58 individuals watching live. But by the time I packed up to head home at 

8:45 p.m., views grew to 155! 

Since Christmas Eve 2019, St. Thomas has kept growing, but not exactly as it did 

in the past. While we’ve learned to “do church” differently, we’ve developed two 

congregations. In my view, our digital audience will never replace our in-person 

congregation. It gladdened my heart to see how many of our Christmas Eve lead-

ers were teenagers and young adults. But we’re also developing a live-stream 

only congregation at a time when the need for spiritual comfort is surely grow-

ing. These developments, along with the start of coronavirus vaccine distribution 

and other changes, give me hope that 2021 will be a year of renewal. May that 

be so for St. Thomas and for you. Happy New Year!    

    Fr. Whitney  



The Annual Meeting for St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Franklin, Indiana, will 

be on Sunday, January 31. The tentative start time is 1:00 p.m. Due to the on-

going pandemic, the Annual Meeting will not be an in-person gathering. 

Fr. Whitney and the Vestry are planning an online format via Zoom intended to 

be accessible to parishioners. More information will be forthcoming. 

It is not too late to acknowledge your willingness and availability to serve on 

the St. Thomas Vestry. If you’re inclined to serve – or if you have questions – 

please contact Fr. Whitney or me. 

Voting for new Vestry members, Diocesan Convention delegates and other 

church-related issues will be done electronically. Again, more details will be 

emailed as we get closer to the meeting date. 

Please contact Fr. Whitney, me, or any current Vestry member with your de-

sire to run for a Vestry position or to present any topics/issues for discussion 

or vote. 

      Peace, Dave Buchholz, Sr. Warden 

Panera Bread Sign-up 

St. Thomas resumed our ministry with Panera 

Bread with a slight change.  The end of day bread 

will be picked up at Panera Bread Sunday night and 

delivered to the Interchurch Food Pantry of John-

son County Monday morning.  Please use the link 

below for more information and to sign up to help.  Ques-

tions: contact Cynthia Dozier 317-460-7833. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BA9A62BA46-

panera  

Thank you to those who have signed up in December and 

January to help deliver bread!  Keep signing up! 



The Vestry has given its approval for me to begin my Memori-

al Garden project, which will be the third Eagle Scout project 

at St. Thomas Episcopal Church. 

Eagle Scouts have made a positive impact to St. Thomas. To 

date, there have been two previous Eagle projects. The Shel-

ter House was completed by Matthew Prine and the garage 

by Joshua Prine. Both projects have proven very useful to the 

church. The Shelter House has been used to host church ser-

vices when people can’t enter the building due to COVID-19, 

and the garage has been used to store equipment of all sizes. 

My plan is to improve our church’s Memorial Garden to make 

it more inviting for people to come and visit their loved ones 

in the garden. I also want to make it as low maintenance as 

possible. That way, people can worry less about maintenance 

and spend more time visiting. 

I need your help in designing the Memorial Garden. I plan to host 

two Zoom meetings on January 6th and January 9th to obtain input 

from parishioners of St. Thomas. Check your email for Zoom 

meeting invites. If you are unable to attend and would like to give 

your input, email me at reid_smith05@icloud.com and please cc my 

mom at karens_99@hotmail.com 

Thank you, 

Reid Smith 

New Address for Marta: 
 
MAJ MARTA PINCHEIRA 
NSOCC-A / SOJTF-A CJ7 
UNIT 61230 
APO AE 09309  



Mental Health during Pandemic 
During these stressful and often overwhelming times, it’s important to practice healthy coping strate-

gies.  Stress during a pandemic can cause fear and worry about your health and the health of loved 

ones.  It can also cause changes in sleeping patterns, difficulty sleeping or concentrating, or worsening 

of prior health conditions.  It’s important to realize that everyone responds to stress differently based 

on your background, your social support from family and friends, your community, and other factors.  

As we are being encouraged to practice social distancing, we can still maintain our social connections 

with friends and family through phone calls and video chats like Zoom.   

In late December, a text message and email scam was sent to various 
parishioners of St. Thomas Church.   

The perpetrators sent text messages or emails to parishioners pre-
tending to be Fr. Whitney or other church leaders. The perpetrators 
asked the parishioners to do them a favor. If the parishioner replied, 
the perpetrator then proceeded to ask for items like gift cards to be 
used for phony charitable organizations. 

Please do not reply to text messages from Fr. Whitney, other St. 
Thomas staff or diocesan leaders soliciting donations without confirming with Fr. Whitney 
or members of the St. Thomas Vestry. Legitimate church members and leaders will not 
solicit donations via text message. Remember to block or mark as spam any text message 
or email you believe to be a scam. 

I encourage parishioners to contact Fr. Whitney, myself or any Vestry member if they be-
lieve they are being targeted by a scam or scammers. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in this matter. Please be safe and be 
careful. Happy New Year. 

Peace & Love,  

Dave Buchholz , Sr. Warden 

Here are a few ways to care for yourself each day 

 Take breaks to relax and unwind by listening to music or practicing meditation techniques or 

even enjoy a new hobby 

 Find new way to connect with family and friends 

 Treat yourself to healthy meals and go to bed at the same time each night 

 Exercise to reduce fatigue, anxiety, or sadness 

If you find that you are not able to cope with the stress and anxiety brought on by the pandemic, 

don’t be afraid to ask for help.  Call your primary doctor or to get immediate help during the crisis, 

call 911. 



Clinic News 

St. Thomas Clinic Continues to Serve, Even with Restrictions 

Since March, the St. Thomas Clinic has been operating under 

restricted guidelines due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Under the plan approved by the Diocese of Indianapolis, the 

Clinic mainly dispenses urgently needed prescriptions and 

counsels drive-by patients on Wednesday mornings in the 

church parking lot. 

From March 11 to December 14, we estimate that we served 

75 patients without duplication. Most were established pa-

tients, but a few were new. Several were in extreme situations involving 

conditions such as diabetes and COPD. We filled 406 prescriptions with an 

estimated value of $80,188 and ordered 11 X-ray or lab tests. 

We are so grateful to be able to maintain some help for our patients, even 

though parking lot contact is not ideal.  

Terresa Branham 

St. Thomas Clinic Director News from the Treasurer 

Thank you for continuing your support of St. Thomas. As we end the 

year, I can provide an updated contribution statement if you would like 

to receive one.    

If you wish to mail your contribution but do not want to send it to the 

church, you are welcome to mail it to KAREN SMITH’s home address. I 

will be out of town beginning December 18th until March 1st.  Karen 

will be making the deposits.   

 Karen Smith 

 4530 Hickory Ridge Blvd. 

      Greenwood, IN 46143 

We are still sending an email to alert contributors when checks have 

been deposited.  Please contact me if you mail a check and do not re-

ceive an email from us within 2 weeks of mailing the contribution.  As 

always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions! 

Year-end contribution statements will be emailed or mailed by January 

15th. 

Thank you – Marti Ramsey 



January Celebrations 

Birthdays 

9 Dave Buchholz 

13 Paul Jump 

15 Benjamin McFarland 

19 Carolyn Ohlsen 

20 Katy Alexander and Eric Smith 

21 Jim Phillips and Rita Lang 

  

Anniversaries 

No anniversaries this month 

  ST. THOMAS VESTRY  

The 24th Vestry of St. Thomas (2020--2022)  

2020   ……………………..............................................................Rachel Allen, Cynthia Dozier 

2021 …………………………………........... Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek, Juanita Wahlberg  

2022.................................................................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke  

The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas  

Rector...................................................................................................Fr. Whitney Smith 

Senior Warden ......................................................................................... Dave Buchholz  

Junior Warden ...........................................................................................Cynthia Dozier 

Clerk ............................................................................................................ Karen Smith  

Treasurer ...................................................................................................Marti Ramsey  

Organist/Choir Director ………………………………………………………………………..Heather Orvek 

Assistant Treasurers .........................John Dozier, Robin Kares, Mike Ramsey, Eric Smith  

If you have an article for the next newsletter, please submit it to Father Whitney at 

whitinindy@hotmail.com by the 15th of the month. 


