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All are Welcome 

No Exceptions! 

 

St. Thomas Episco-

pal Church accepts 

all people and we 

commit: 

 

Celebrate the Eucha-

rist regularly 

Keep a personal and 

community disci-

pline of prayer and 

study 

Proclaim the Good 

News of Jesus Christ  

by promoting jus-

tice, peace, and 

love. 

Nurture God’s peo-

ple as we grow in 

Christ 

Live with thanksgiv-

ing, wonder, and 

openness to God’s 

love 

A Thanksgiving Message from Fr. Whitney 
 
There was a time when I began to think of Thanksgiving as my favorite 
holiday. I can’t say when, but I do know why. The longer I’ve served 
the church, the more important it has become for me to experience 
Christmas mainly as the annual observance of the Christ child’s birth. I 
still consider Christmas a holiday, and still love the season complete 
with get-togethers, music and more. But Thanksgiving especially re-
minds me to adopt an attitude of gratitude. As a priest, I encounter dai-
ly reasons to be grateful for God’s grace, yet at Thanksgiving I get a 
strong sense of communities uniting in gratitude. 
 
Thanksgiving had its start as a national holiday in 1863. President 
Abraham Lincoln, who was grateful for the Union Army’s victory at 
Gettysburg, announced that the nation would celebrate a Thanksgiving 
holiday on November 26th. One of his cabinet members declared the 
fourth Thursday of November would be the official day. Aside from a 
couple of years during World War II, it has stayed that way. 
 
Thanksgiving seems especially important in 2020, a year bound to go 
down as a tough one for many. Since March, the nation and world have 
coped with a pandemic that changed life as we knew it. Unemployment 
has been high most of the year, and while some gains have been made, 
many remain out of work. I’ve heard folks anticipating the new year far 
earlier than usual. But before 2020 is history, I invite you to join me in 
taking stock of God’s generosity in our lives. Can you think of a bless-
ing you experienced this year?   Continued on page 3 
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For Sundays in November, St. Thomas’s Congregational Regathering Committee 

has decided to move services to the nave with a leadership team only. The move in-

side resulted from the recent drop in temperatures. Diocesan guidelines regarding 

worship with in-person congregations still depend on the number of new positive 

COVID-19 cases in a church’s home county. Guidelines specify that regathering 

plans may be activated with in-person congregations indoors when the number of 

new daily cases hovers at 5 per day. From October 15-30, the Indiana State Health 

Department Dashboard reported that daily new cases in Johnson County ranged be-

tween 22 and 84. 

St. Thomas, Franklin, will have a brief elec-

tion eve prayer service at the Shelter House 

as part of the “Light A Candle, Pray for the 

Nation, Vote” effort organized by the Dio-

cese of Indianapolis. “Light A Candle, Pray 

for the Nation” began before the 2016 elec-

tion with services throughout the Diocese, 

and was revived this year. 

The St. Thomas service will start at 5:00 

p.m. on Monday, November 2nd. It will con-

sist of prayers from the Book of Common 

Prayer and a short sermon. Parishioners are 

welcome and will be asked to wear masks 

and socially distance. Feel free to bring your 

own chair. Some seating will be provided. 

Bishop Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows will 
lead an online “Light A Candle, Pray for the 
Nation” service from All Saints, Indianapo-
lis, at 7:30 p.m. November 2nd.  Watch at  
https://www.facebook.com/

To my St. Thomas family: Do you need a ride to 

your local polling place? In this very important 

election year, I'd like to offer to be a driver for an-

yone needing a ride to their polling place. This 

can be for early voting or on Election Day in Mari-

on or Johnson County. To contact me, 

email j_stogsdill@sbcglobal.net or call my cell 

phone (219-616-5520) and leave a message if 

I'm not available. We'll coordinate the time and location. I look forward to hearing from you!  

--Julie Stogsdill 

https://www.facebook.com/IndyDioVirtualAbbey/
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Everyone who serves on the Vestry at St. Thomas, serves in church childcare or educa-
tion, serves on the Altar Guild, or is a church keyholder is required by the Diocese of Indi-
anapolis to take online Safeguarding training every three years. The Safeguarding God’s 
Children and Safeguarding God’s People courses teach how exploitation and harassment 
occur, the awareness we need to prevent such occurrences and how to respond, should 
an incident of exploitation or harassment occur. Online access information will be sent 
soon to those whose training is not current, or will expire at the end of 2020.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Junior Warden Cynthia Dozier (phone (317) 460-7833, or 
email at cynthia_dozier@yahoo.com) or Fr. Whitney Smith (phone (317) 383-7876 or 
email whitinindy@hotmail.com).    --Cynthia Dozier 

Continued from page 1 

Here are few I’ve appreciated at St. Thomas: 
• The parish successfully introduced worship in ways we never tried, especially with social media 

and technology. I’m grateful for our Center for Congregations grant, and for talented volunteers 
who run our new technology and shoot videos. 

• Despite the pandemic, we’ve been blessed by the summer baptisms of Isaac Loyet and Tilly and 
Neil Blade, and by the fall confirmations of Alan Faust, Maggie and Jim Lewis, Julie Stogsdill 
and Jayne Yount. 

• After several weeks of valuable musical assistance from Sue Downs, Heather Orvek’s recent ar-
rival as organist and choir director promises to add much to our music. 

• We’ve had several services with in-person congregations outdoors at Shelter House! 
 

So here’s to an attitude of gratitude. My prayer is that, if you’re not in a grateful place at the mo-
ment, you can head in that direction soon with God’s help. If you like, you can even join me in a 
blessing, taken from a traditional English hymn, that I plan to say Thanksgiving day: 

For the hay and the corn 
And the wheat that is reaped, 

For the labor well done, 
And the barns that are heaped, 

For the sun and the dew 
And the sweet honeycomb, 
For the rose and the song, 

And the harvest brought home – 
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving! 

Safeguarding 

mailto:cynthia_dozier@yahoo.com
mailto:whitinindy@hotmail.com
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St. Thomas has a long history of participation in the Angel 
Tree program, which connects children to their incarcerated 
parents.  In the past, we have been able to purchase gifts 
and deliver them to the children, either at an Angel Tree par-
ty at the church, or to them at their homes.  Due to health 
concerns presented by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
we will be unable to have an in-person gift and party pro-
gram this year.  Instead, we have an opportunity to partici-
pate in an online program, Virtual Angel Tree, in which we 
can make  monetary donations online.  The online donations 
will be used to purchase WalMart gift cards, which will be 
sent directly to the children by the Angel Tree staff, along 
with a Christmas card.  The donation amount is $22 per 
child. 

St. Thomas has been assigned 25 children.  You can make 
a $22 donation for one child, or you can select more than 
one.  In some cases, an opportunity will be presented to 
provide a gift for the child's caregiver.  This is entirely op-
tional.  The donation will be made directly and securely to 
the Angel Tree organization by credit card, or through your 
bank with a routing number and account number -- it's your 
choice.  

If you would like to participate in Virtual Angel Tree, please 
contact Cynthia Dozier for details --  

by phone at 317-460-7833 

by email at cynthia_dozier@yahoo.com. 

Youth Class Continues November 

15th on Zoom 

We were so excited to meet to-

gether for Youth Class this past 

month.  The class was via Zoom 

and it was wonderful to have 

time together again to discuss the gospel for that day. Our next Youth Class via 

Zoom will be November 15th at 10:45am. The class will last for 30-40 

minutes.  The gospel lesson for that Sunday will be Matthew 25:14-30. Details 

about the class and the Zoom connection will be emailed to all parents.  Jamison 

Allen and I (who are team teaching the Youth Class) are very excited to have this 

opportunity to "see" and interact with our youth again! 

       --Teresa Voorhees 
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Birthdays 

 1 Grace Allen 

 4 Cade Merriman 

17 Don Thomp-

son 

21 Wyatt 

McFarland 

23 Reid Smith 

29 Paula Sites 

 

Anniversaries 

There are no November anniversaries. 

November Celebrations 

Panera Bread Sign-up 

St. Thomas resumed our ministry with Panera Bread with a slight change.  The end of day bread will be 

picked up at Panera Bread Sunday night and delivered to the Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County 

Monday morning.  Please use the link below for more information and to sign up to help.  Questions: con-

tact Cynthia Dozier 317-460-7833. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BA9A62BA46-panera  


