“Hybrid” Worship for Holy Week

All are Welcome
No Exceptions!
St. Thomas Episcopal Church accepts
all people and we
commit:
Celebrate the Eucharist regularly
Keep a personal and
community discipline of prayer and
study

Proclaim the Good
News of Jesus Christ
by promoting justice, peace, and
love.
Nurture God’s people as we grow in
Christ
Live with thanksgiving, wonder, and
openness to God’s
love

Through the years, I’ve accumulated several books that I’ve read so often, they’re falling apart. One is “Common Non-Sense” by the late Andy
Rooney. Most people who remember Rooney probably knew him as the
crusty old commentator on the CBS news magazine “Sixty Minutes.”
“Common Non-Sense” is full of short essays packed with extraordinary
observations about ordinary things.
An essay I read again recently is called “No Shortage of Housing for
Worship.” Rooney complained that Christians have divided into too
many denominations, causing an overabundance of buildings. He didn’t
like the fact that there are so many churches with large buildings and average attendance of fewer than 75 people. Since so many can agree that
Jesus was the Son of God, Rooney wondered why they couldn’t put
aside other differences and form bigger congregations.
If Rooney couldn’t understand those things when he published
“Common Non-Sense” in 2002, he really wouldn’t get what’s happening
with churches now, during the COVID-19 pandemic. I think the emergence of so-called “hybrid” worship might bug him. Over the past year,
St. Thomas, Franklin, has become a congregation with hybrid worship.
While some attended outdoor services or served on small worship teams
for services livestreamed from inside, others watched services over the
Internet. Some who watch on Facebook have never been in the building.
This Holy Week, St. Thomas will offer a variety of hybrid services.
Whether you prefer to worship in person, online or both these days, join
us for some or all of the services leading up to Easter:
Holy Thursday -- 7:00 p.m. April 1, a short, livestreamed Vespers service.
Good Friday -- 7:00 p.m. April 2, livestreamed.
Holy Saturday -- 7:00 p.m. April 3, Vespers with music,
livestreamed.
Easter -- 10:00 a.m. April 4, Holy Eucharist, with communion
and music.
In-person at Shelter House (masks and social distancing required;
bringing a chair is recommended). It will also be livestreamed.
Happy Easter! –Fr. Whitney

Holy Week Schedule

April 1 Maundy Thursday 7 PM
April 2 Good Friday 7 PM
April 3 Easter Vigil 7 PM
April 4 Easter 10 AM (outside weather permitting)

All services will be live-streamed on Facebook

Daily COVID-19 Cases on the Rise in Johnson County
The number of new daily positive COVID-19 cases in Johnson County has been increasing in late March. According to the Indiana State Department of Health, the
average number of new cases per day increased from 19 in the early part of the
month to 28 in late March.
The county where St. Thomas is located still has more
positive cases per day than
the Diocese of Indianapolis
recommends to re-open
with in-person congrega-

From the Junior Warden
If anyone would like to help out on
building and grounds, I would really
appreciate the help and suggestions.
There always seem to be things that
need attending to, so feel free to get
in contact with me at (720) 220-2920
or justssjlwahlberg@gmail.com.
And if anyone has a push mower that
you don't want or need, St. Thomas
could use it! Free pickup available.
--Steve Wahlberg

St. Thomas Clinic Celebrates 25th Anniversary
As of April 2021, it’s been 25 years since the St. Thomas
Clinic began serving the Johnson County, Indiana, community. The clinic based at St. Thomas Episcopal Church is
widely known and respected for the labor of love it provides to low-income uninsured and under-insured adults in
this area. It has literally been a life-saving ministry!
Due to COVID-19 restrictions and our efforts to keep everyone safe and healthy, we will be celebrating in some
unique ways all year. First, we will be posting information
and anniversary promos on our Facebook page periodically. We also plan to put together a video celebration. Last
but not least, we hope to have an outdoor celebration later
in the summer (COVID guidelines permitting).
You are welcome to help us start the celebration by making
a donation that centers around the number 25 – such as 25
cents, $2.50, $25.00, $250.00, $2,500 and so on. Please include a note saying your gift is in honor of the clinic’s anniversary.
--Terresa Branham

Merger Brings Clinic Donations
American Health Network Greenwood and American Health Network Whiteland are
merging and now called OPTUM. With the merger and the building of a new office
(north of the St. Thomas Clinic on US 31), American Health Network/OPTUM has
offered various office supplies, equipment, furniture, and artwork to the clinic. We
are very grateful and are looking forward to continued collaboration and partnership with OPTUM!
--Terresa Branham

April Celebrations
Birthdays

Anniversaries

2 Juanita Wahlberg

2 Tanya and David Miller

10 Sydney Anderson

23 Joshua and Ryan CraftRutan

27 Gavin Merriman

24 Judy and Dennis Thompson

ST. THOMAS VESTRY
The 25th Vestry of St. Thomas (2021--2023)
2021 …………………………………....................Robin Kares, Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek

2022 .................................................................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke
2023 ………………………………...Rachel Allen, Brandi Ashlock, Cheryl Faust, Steve Wahlberg
The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas
Rector...................................................................................................Fr. Whitney Smith
Senior Warden ......................................................................................... Dave Buchholz
Junior Warden .......................................................................................Steven Wahlberg
Clerk ............................................................................................................ Karen Smith

Treasurer ...................................................................................................Marti Ramsey
Organist/Choir Director ………………………………………………………………………..Heather Orvek
Assistant Treasurers ..............................................Robin Kares, Mike Ramsey, Eric Smith
If you have an article for the next newsletter, please submit it to Father Whitney at
whitinindy@hotmail.com by the 15th of the month.

