
All are Welcome 

No Exceptions! 

 

St. Thomas Episco-

pal Church accepts 

all people and we 

commit: 

 

Celebrate the Eucha-

rist regularly 

Keep a personal and 

community disci-

pline of prayer and 

study 

Proclaim the Good 

News of Jesus Christ  

by promoting jus-

tice, peace, and 

love. 

Nurture God’s peo-

ple as we grow in 

Christ 

Live with thanksgiv-

ing, wonder, and 

openness to God’s 

love 

Next In-Person Eucharist Set for May 23rd at Shelter House 

As outdoor temperatures rise and the number of COVID-19 vaccinations 

increases, it seems likely that more of us at St. Thomas, Franklin, will feel 

comfortable being part of in-person congregations at outdoor services. We 

had good attendance Easter morning at the Shelter House, and within a few 

hours, emails arrived asking when the next in-person service would be! 

Weather permitting, our next outdoor service with in-person congregation 

will be on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd at 10:00 a.m. at the Shelter House. 

And this time, per our most recent Diocesan Reopening Guidelines, 

“Household groups, spatially distanced outdoors, may remove masks when 

seated for worship services.” Those who choose to may still wear masks 

outdoors. 

In case of rain, the service will move indoors, led by a small worship team. 

(As of late April, the number of new daily positive COVID-19 cases in John-

son County still wasn’t low enough to comply with Reopening Guidelines 

for indoor in-person worship). The latest Guidelines also ask that we 

“Continue to wear masks, regardless of vaccine status when indoors at 

church functions.” 

Pentecost commemorates the Holy Spirit’s descent on the Apostles and 

other Jesus followers while they were in Jerusalem, as described in the Acts 

of the Apostles. At Pentecost, congregation members are often encouraged 

to wear red, reminiscent of the fire of the Holy Spirit. 

If we’re outdoors on Pentecost, our service will offer Holy Eucharist. Folding 

chairs will be set up on the Shelter House floor. Anyone who prefers to sit 

on the lawn may bring camp chairs. Communion will 

be offered in wafer form. Ushers will bring congrega-

tion members who wish to receive forward, and 

those receiving will be asked to wear masks as they 

come up and to consume communion at their seats. 

  Eastertide Blessings,                                                                    

              Fr. Whitney 



Reid’s Eagle Project Update: 

Memorial Garden 

Work began on my project on Sunday, 

April 25th.  I began by removing the 

plants and small tree on the edge of 

the current memorial garden.  I also 

removed the white rock and stepping 

stones from the current walk way.  

My next steps are to till the ground to 

prepare it for the new section of the 

memorial garden, stone pavers, and 

pergola.  I will send an email asking 

for assistance when I will be working 

again.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Reid Smith 

Panera Bread Sign-up 

St. Thomas resumed our ministry with Panera Bread with a 

slight change.  The end of day bread will be picked up at 

Panera Bread Sunday night and delivered to the Inter-

church Food Pantry of Johnson County Monday morn-

ing.  Please use the link below for more information and 

to sign up to help.  Questions: contact Steve Wahlberg. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409084BA9A62BA46-panera  

Before work began 

End of Work Day 1 



St. Thomas is seeking a volunteer to serve the parish as Treasurer.  As you may know, Marti 

Ramsey has announced her intention to leave the position soon.  We would like to thank 

Marti for her many years of dedicated service. 

Treasurer responsibilities include helping to develop the annual parish budget, balancing 

the books each month with the assistance of the Parish Administrator, and presenting 

monthly financial reports at Vestry meetings. Upon hiring of an administrator, the Treasur-

er will work in concert with that individual to make sure debits and credits are logged 

properly. 

The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis provides training for Parish Treasurers. Marti also will 

be available for tutoring and assistance. 

If you or anyone you know is willing to serve as Treasurer for St. 

Thomas, please contact me at cgatc@sbcglobal.net or (317) 

716-2438 (cell), or Fr. Whitney Smith at 

whitinindy@hotmail.com or  

(317) 383-7876 (cell). 

                                       Peace,  

   Dave Buchholz, Senior Warden 

St. Thomas, Franklin, is seeking candidates for a part-time Par-

ish Administrator position. The Admin will be expected to work 

in the office 16 hours per week. 

Duties will include serving as Receptionist, producing a weekly bulletin, assisting the Rector and lay 

leaders in other duties, financial reporting and reconciliation in collaboration with the Treasurer, and 

assisting with a monthly newsletter. Familiarity with ACS accounting system and/or Publisher is a plus. 

The successful candidate must pass a background check. 

Applicants should submit a resume with three professional references to stthomasperson-

nel@gmail.com. If there are questions, please contact Fr. Whitney Smith at whitinindy@hotmail.com. 



Thank you for continuing your support of St. Thomas.  

If you wish to mail your contribution but do not want to send it to the church, you are 

welcome to mail it to Marti Ramsey’s home address.    

 Marti Ramsey 

 2171 Heather Glen Way 

      Franklin, IN 46131 

If you would like to mail your check to the church, the address is: 

 St. Thomas Church 

 600 Paul Hand Blvd 

 Franklin, IN 46131 

You may also use the diocesan website: Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis | 

(www.indydio.org) then click Donate Online (upper right corner)   

Fund: Give to a Congregation 

Memo: scroll to find St. Thomas—Franklin 

An email is being sent to alert contributors when checks have been deposited.  Please 

contact me if you mail a check and do not receive an email from us within 2 weeks of 

mailing the contribution.  As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

questions!           Thank you – Marti Ramsey 

Thank you everyone for your prayers and support before, during 

and after my recent surgery. It meant so much knowing that others 

were with me in prayer. Indeed, God does answer prayer as my 

surgery went smoothly and I kept getting good news after the ini-

tial diagnosis of cancer.           

    Thanks again,     

    Marikay Kapke 



Anniversaries 

 19 Mike & Marti Ramsey 

22 Paul & Dee Jump 

23 Phil & Deirdre Warrenburg 

27 Dave & Pam Buchholz  

May Celebrations 

Birthdays 

2 Steven Wahlberg 

5 Tilly Blade, Maggie Merri-

man 

6 Julie Stogsdil 

11 Joshua Tullis 

26 Lucy Lukas & Sandy Moffett 

27 Sue Downs 

31 Steve Faust & Fr. Whitney 

  ST. THOMAS VESTRY  

The 25th Vestry of St. Thomas (2021--2023)  

2021 …………………………………....................Robin Kares, Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek  

2022 .................................................................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke  

2023 ………………………………...Rachel Allen, Brandi Ashlock, Cheryl Faust, Steve Wahlberg 

The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas  

Rector...................................................................................................Fr. Whitney Smith 

Senior Warden ......................................................................................... Dave Buchholz  

Junior Warden .......................................................................................Steven Wahlberg 

Clerk ............................................................................................................ Karen Smith  

Treasurer ...................................................................................................Marti Ramsey  

Organist/Choir Director ………………………………………………………………………..Heather Orvek 

Assistant Treasurers ..............................................Robin Kares, Mike Ramsey, Eric Smith  

If you have an article for the next newsletter, please submit it to Father Whitney at 

whitinindy@hotmail.com by the 15th of the month. 


