A Lesson from Stewardship: Becoming Rich Toward God
Fall is the season when churches can be
counted on to bring up the topic we call
stewardship. We plan budgets for the
next year, largely depending on parishioners who are invited to commit to giving a certain amount of money. For
churches that want to keep their doors open and their bills paid, this isn’t just a necessary task, but a
life-giving one that affects our mission.
This may sound strange, but at stewardship time I like to think of a Rembrandt painting. In it, the 17 thcentury Dutch artist depicted a well-dressed guy surrounded by money bags and ledgers. The painting
was inspired by a bible story, the Parable of the Rich Fool. Rembrandt immortalized one of Jesus’s
most important life lessons at 21, an age when many are concerned about other important things, such
as education, or starting careers and families.
Found in Luke 12, the parable began with Jesus talking to a crowd after a man tried to get him to resolve a family feud about an estate. Jesus refused, then spoke about a man blessed by so much wealth
that he planned to tear down his old barn and build a bigger one. One key to understanding the story is
in verse 15, where Jesus warned about coveting, and said, “one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions.” But I think the story teaches another helpful lesson. It’s in verses 20-21, when God
told the rich man his earthly life was about to end. “And the things you have prepared,” God asked,
“whose will they be? So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward
God.”
One way for those of us at St. Thomas, Franklin, to become “rich toward God” is by sharing material
goods with the church. But it can also involve giving in non-monetary ways. I believe that the clinic volunteer, acolyte, grounds crew member and others are also practicing stewardship and becoming rich
toward God. They, too, have great lessons to teach.
Fr. Whitney

All are Welcome
No Exceptions!
St. Thomas Episcopal Church accepts
all people and we
commit:
Celebrate the Eucharist regularly
Keep a personal and
community discipline of prayer and
study
Proclaim the Good
News of Jesus Christ
by promoting justice, peace, and
love.
Nurture God’s people as we grow in
Christ
Live with thanksgiving, wonder, and
openness to God’s
love
Restore all people to
unity with God and
each other

Our Panera Bread Ministry that we have faithfully picked up each Sunday
evening for the past several years and given to either the St. Thomas Clinic
patients or the Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County is coming to an
end As the needs of the citizens of Johnson County change, it is evident
that we must adapt and change also. If you have participated in this ministry in any way over the years, St. Thomas thanks you for your support.
Beginning October 17, we will be collecting non- perishable food items or
donations for the Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County on the third
Sunday of each month. There will be a wooden box in the entrance hall to
the church between Joy’s office and the workroom for food items. If you
wish to make a monetary donation, it may be placed in the offering
plate. Checks should be payable to St. Thomas Church with designation to
food pantry on the memo line. For a full list of items to donate, click here.
Thanks,
Cheryl Faust

Worship at the Shelter House Oct. 9th
St. Thomas plans to offer another service of Holy Eucharist at 5:00 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 9th at
the Shelter House. We had good turnout for our
9/11 Memorial Service and hope we will also
have good weather for this service. In case of
rain, the service will be moved indoors.

Join Us for Fall Workday
Please join us on Saturday, Oct. 2nd for our fall workday. We have many jobs that can
suit your particular talents and desires. This will be from 9:00 a.m. to about 1:00 p.m.
Lunch will be provided. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Junior
Warden Steve Wahlberg at (720) 220-2920. Rain date will be Oct. 9th. Please see the signup sheet on a bulletin board in the hall.
–Steve Wahlberg

I’ve been continuing to work on my Eagle
Project in the Memorial Garden. I’ve experienced some weather delays this summer—6” more rain than normal in June
and July and long stretches of 90° temperatures in August. The new garden is in place
and the old garden has a new frame. I’m
working with someone from my Troop
whose sons are Eagle Scouts to supply the
concrete for the walkway and pergola pad.
As long as the concrete is available, I’m
planning for the concrete to be poured mid
-October weather permitting. If you would
like to learn more about my project, please
email me at reid_smith05@icloud.com and
include my mom karens_99@hotmail.com
per BSA guidelines.
Thanks,
Reid Smith

October Celebrations
Birthdays

Anniversaries

2 Steve Bridgewater & Maggie Lewis

2 Teresa Voorhees and Shelley Knust

5 Abigail Bachman, Barbara Cook, & Milly
Kopecky

9 Fran and Don Thompson

6 Rick Stutz

21 Maggie and Jim Lewis

7 Pam Buchholz

23 Juanita and Steven Wahlberg

12 Abigail Allen
13 Isaac Buchholz
15 John Boehnlein
17 Esaias Ring
20 Karen Smith & Beth Stephens
26 Jan Skopecek
30 Roma Reeves
31 Shelley Knust

ST. THOMAS VESTRY
The 25th Vestry of St. Thomas (2021--2023)
2021 …………………………………....................Robin Kares, Joshua Craft-Rutan, Jan Skopecek
2022 .................................................................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke
2023 ………………………………...Rachel Allen, Brandi Ashlock, Cheryl Faust, Steve Wahlberg

The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas
Rector...................................................................................................Fr. Whitney Smith
Senior Warden ......................................................................................... Dave Buchholz
Junior Warden .......................................................................................Steven Wahlberg
Clerk ............................................................................................................ Karen Smith
Treasurer ...................................................................................................Marti Ramsey
Parish Administrator ………………………………………………………………………………....Joy Tucker
Organist/Choir Director ………………………………………………………………………..Heather Orvek
Assistant Treasurers ..............................................Robin Kares, Mike Ramsey, Eric Smith
If you have an article for the next newsletter, please submit it to Father Whitney at whitinindy@hotmail.com by the 15th of
the month.

