The Late Margaret Kennedy’s Spirit Lives On Through Art
You’d think that, after many years of living in a house with stained glass windows, I’d have gotten used to
them by now. Not so. I notice them all the time. It’s also that way for me with the incredible stained glass
at St. Thomas. Every Sunday – and nearly every other time I’m in the Nave – I admire the triple windows
to the east, or the rose window in the gallery. So do many others.
Thanks to the wonderful scrapbooks that parishioner Judy Thompson put together, I learned soon after
arriving as your Rector that our stained-glass windows are by Margaret Kennedy, who lived in Indiana at
the time she created them for St. Thomas in the late 1960s. The triple windows have a baptismal theme,
while the rose window contains images I relate to Pentecost.
For a year or more, I tried to find Margaret in hopes of speaking with her. I learned that her mother had
roots in Wayne County, Indiana, and that there’s a grave marker for both of Margaret’s parents at Earlham Cemetery. I also determined that Margaret was still alive, probably in Frederick, Maryland, where
she exhibited some abstract art years ago. My attempts to reach her were unsuccessful, but I kept looking until I found an obituary in The Frederick News-Post containing these details:
Margaret Ann Kennedy passed away on September 23, 2021 at Northampton Manor in Frederick. She
was born in Rochester, N.Y., to Dr. Robert and Mrs. Rebecca Kennedy. Her degrees included an M.A. in
art history from Oberlin College, and a Master of Divinity from Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana.
Over her long career, Margaret taught at various colleges. But she was “first and foremost” a prolific
artist in media ranging from print making and drawing to stained glass and painting.
Margaret’s obit ended with this quote of hers: “To be an artist is to breathe the spirit, seize the chaos
and brood new life to light.” Though her earthly life has ended, for many at St. Thomas, her spirit will live
on through her inspiring stained glass. With Christmas approaching, I would like to honor her ongoing
gifts to us all by offering this prayer from the BCP for Church Musicians and Artists:
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present with Margaret and with all your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises
offered by your people on earth; and grant to them even
now glimpses of your beauty and make them worthy at
length to behold I unveiled for evermore; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

--Fr. Whitney

Christmas Poinsettia Donations
Donations to the Christmas Poinsettia/
Greenery Fund may be dedicated to the
glory of God, in memory of a loved one, in
thanksgiving, or for an occasion. Starting
Sunday, December 5th, donation envelopes will be placed in the pews for your
convenience, or you may call the church
office at (317) 535-8985. Please turn in all
donations by Sunday, December 19th.
Names will appear in the Christmas Eve
bulletin.

ANNUAL GREENING OF THE CHURCH
We will green the church on Sunday,
December 19th directly following the
10 AM service. Everyone is welcome
to come help. Contact Karen Smith
(317-201-8128) if you have questions.

Christmas Eve Worship at St. Thomas

All are Welcome
No Exceptions!
St. Thomas Episcopal
Church accepts all people
and we commit:
Celebrate the Eucharist
regularly

Please join us in person, in church for St. Thomas’s 2021
Christmas Eve service! It will begin at 7:00 p.m. Friday, December 24th.

Keep a personal and community discipline of prayer and study

All are welcome. This will be the first chance for all of us to
celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ by worshipping
in person since 2019. Due to the pandemic, last year’s service
was only livestreamed on Facebook. Livestreaming will continue for Christmas Eve this year.

Proclaim the Good News
of Jesus Christ by promoting justice, peace, and
love.

Worship will begin with special music. Selections will include Heather Orvek, leading
a choir in “Once in Royal David’s City.”

Nurture God’s people as
we grow in Christ
Live with thanksgiving,
wonder, and openness to
God’s love
Restore all people to unity with God and each other

St. Thomas Offers December 5th Advent Discussion
On Sunday, December 5 at 9:00 a.m., Robin Kares and Paula
Sites will lead a discussion of a meditation from the book, Low:
An Honest Advent Devotional by John Pavlovitz. Throughout
the book, Pavlovitz reminds us that God came to meet us in the
low places of our lives, and that Jesus continues to meet us in
the low places of life — when we experience grief or fear,
when we live humbly, when we seek forgiveness, when we act
on behalf of others and when we pray. The meditation for the
day will be based on Mark 14:33-35:
Jesus took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them, “Stay here and
keep watch.” Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might
pass from him.
Please join us to share your own thoughts and experiences of being “low” at Advent. You are welcome to purchase the book and read it throughout Advent, or we will make the devotion for the day
available to those who join us December 5.
--Robin Kares

The Altar Guild Ministry
The Altar Guild, as known to the Episcopal Church,
serves under the direction of the Rector. The main
responsibility of the Altar Guild is to prepare for
worship. Being a member of the Altar Guild is a
labor of love and an important commitment, one
that gives you the opportunity to be an integral
part of the worship at St. Thomas. This important ministry is open to those men and women who desire to
help prepare for the Sunday Eucharist and other services. If you would like to learn more concerning the
Altar Guild ministry, please contact Marti Ramsey, Karen Smith or Fr. Whitney.

Interchurch Pantry Seeks Baking
Ingredients
Thanks to everyone who donated
items in November on behalf of St.
Thomas for the Interchurch Food
Pantry of Johnson County. Thanks
also to Don and Fran Thompson,
who dropped our donation off last
month.
For December, the Food Pantry is
asking for items used for baking,
such as flour, sugar, baking soda,
vanilla, salt, cake mixes, cooking oil, etc. We will be collecting donations at church on December 19th, the third Sunday of the month.
--Cheryl Faust
Rev. Kate Wilson to Return after Christmas
On Sunday, December 26th at 10:00 a.m., the Rev. Kate Wilson will return to St.
Thomas to preach and preside for the last Holy Eucharist service of 2021 while Fr.
Whitney Smith is on vacation. Kate+ previously led a livestreamed service in December 2020 and an in-person service in late 2019. She looks forward to seeing
you again.

Pay Pledges Online
The Bishop’s office is continuing to process
online gifts on behalf of congregations. If you
wish to pay your pledge online, visit Give Now
(onrealm.org) and select Give to a Congregation.
Then select St. Thomas—Franklin.

December Celebrations
Birthdays

Anniversaries

8 Marti Ramsey

21 Molly & Kelly Blade

12 Erica McFarland

28 Brandi & Jason Ashlock

15 Benjamin McFarland & Phil McIver
19 Shirley Beck
21 Kelly Blade & Marna Poindexter
28 Terresa Branham

29 Ethan Bachman

ST. THOMAS VESTRY
The 25th Vestry of St. Thomas (2021--2023)
2021 …………………………………...........................................Robin Kares, Joshua Craft-Rutan

2022 .................................................................................Dave Buchholz, Marikay Kapke
2023 ………………………………...Rachel Allen, Brandi Ashlock, Cheryl Faust, Steve Wahlberg

The Staff and Officers of St. Thomas
Rector...................................................................................................Fr. Whitney Smith
Senior Warden ......................................................................................... Dave Buchholz
Junior Warden .......................................................................................Steven Wahlberg
Clerk ............................................................................................................ Karen Smith

Treasurer ...................................................................................................Marti Ramsey
Parish Administrator ………………………………………………………………………………....Joy Tucker
Organist/Choir Director ………………………………………………………………………..Heather Orvek
If you have an article for the next newsletter, please submit it to Father Whitney at whitinindy@hotmail.com by the 15th of
the month.

